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INTRODUCTION 

I. Sm Gawain and the Gbsen Khioht 

Sir Gawain and Vis Oreen Knight is the finest representative of a great cycle of 
verse romtmces devoted wholly or prindpaliy to the adventures of Gawain. Of 
these there still survive in EngUsh a dozen or so; in French — the tongue in which 
romance most flourished — seven or eight more; and these, of course, are but a 
fraction of what must once have existed.' No other knight of the Bound Table 
occupies anything like so important a place as Gawain in the Lterature of the middle 
ages. He is the first mentioned of Arthur's knights, for about 1185, ten years before 
Geo&rey of Monmouth dazzled the world with his revelation of £jng Arthur, 
William of Malmesbury in his CkronieU qf the Kings qf England had told of the dis- 
covery of Gawain's tomb jn Boss, Wales, and had described him as Arthur's nephew 
and worthy second. In all the early romances Gawain is peerless for utter courage 
and courtesy. Where other knights quailed, Gawain was serene; where other 
champions were beaten, Gawain won; and where no resolution, strength, or skill 
could avail, Gawain succeeded by hia kindness, hia virtue, and his charming speech. 
The strange knight in the Squtre't Tale gave his message so politely, says Chaucer, 

"That GawsiD with his olde curtciiye 
-Though be were come ageyn out <d Furye 
Ne eonde him nat amende with a word." 

Bat in time other heroes became more popular than he, and in some of the French 
prose romances of the thirteenth century Gawain's character was defaced that others 
might appear to eicd him; and MaJory in his J^orte Dartkw (c. 1470),. which is based 
chiefly upon these later French romances, and Tennyson in his Idylia of the King, 
which in turn is mostly based on Malory, have unfortunately perpetuated the 
debased portnut. To get a glimpse of the real Gawain one should read, besides our 
piece, such romances as the Carl qf Carlisle,' Qriagrot and Oaumn,* The Wedding qf 
Sir OatBoin,* the Mide Sans Frein* and the episodes in Miss Weston's Sir Gawain 
at the (kail CoitU, and Sir Qatoain and the Lady qf Lya, in the attractive little series 
of Artkurian Romaruxt Unrepreeented in Malorj/'a Morte £ Arthur.* 

Gawain and the Oreen Knight has been preserved to us, like many another precious 

1 The EncUih muiBcea were flnt coUectod by Sr Fnderirk M»ddcq in bit 8rr Qtacajpi*, edited for tbe Buuutyse 
aab in IMS; tbe Pieiuh hsn b«B dacribed b7 G. PMii hi the Bfitinf* UUnriri ill la fnna, Tot. xzi, ni. tS-IM. 
NothincHke ■ oimplete (todj d( Gawain bu been nude^ tbe bat tccousti inilobleue tboMotUiu J. L. Wataa 
in ber Sir OmBK, Loedan, IBST; ct Schofidd. EMfliiih Utonduni /rom lAi liormm Conr—I to Oamar, ^ \H: at 
Nutt in tbe new £iHfeJ(^wlia ilnliMinai nDder"G>wun";uidii( J.B. WelliiD bii ttcat lliauialiif lit TVriHati 

iitUidiUEiiaiiA.v.n. 

■ Edited b;Hildden,Sr'OM«(«.p-lBf:SMa*J*>r«'i Folia M«iiMinf<,ed. Haiti »udFimiirall,ToL 

• Ei.UMen,p.H9,uidJua>an,8tcttiikjailtnilu§Potmt, SooUiita iW Bodetr, 13ST. 

• Madden, p. MT; Siiia^i P>K*'f Folto Umturrijil, toI. i, p. IDS. 

• Edited UioB, Ninmat, Bicvtil it /aUinii * CaUm, ISU, toL i, p. 1) B. T. Hm, Biltioun, ISlli OilinwU, 
Puii, 1»11. 

• LoBdoB, ItOS ud IVOT. 
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work — for example Baoundf — by a single lucky manuscript. Cotton Nero A. X, 
of tbe BritUh Museum. It is found there along with three other remarkable poems 
of the same dialect and style, all in the same handwriting; and naturally the four 
pass as the work of one author, although not all scholars are agreed on tlus point. 
These three are Pearl (121% lines), a highly finished el^y in an elaborate stanza, a 
masterpiece of delicate beauty and craftamansMp; Paiienee, and Cieannet* (or 
Purity), of 500 and 1800 lines respectively, both written in the most powerful and 
highly colored alliterative verse, tJie former telling the story of Jonah, the latter of 
Bebhazzar's feast and fate.* 

These poems are the artistic culmination of what is called the alliterative revival 
.^ the fourteenth century in England, the best-known example of which is Pxert (A< 
Ploughman. Other splendid pieces, worthy to stand beside these, are Witmer and 
Waiter, Tke ParliamfrU qf Three Ages, and the Thornton If oris Arthure.* It isa sur- 
prising and not well-explained phenomenon that after two centuries or so of the 
short-lined, rhyming verse in stanzas or in couplets such as the young Chaucer 
wrote — which is generally considered to be of French origin — there should sud- 
denly ^>pear a great bulk of poetry in the archuc unrhymed style of the Anglo- 
Saxons. The great peculiarity of tlus verse is alliteration, the repeating of the same 
letter or sound at the beginning of several words in a line — a device which has 
never been given up in English poetry. A characteristic Anglo-Saxon line is, — 
" Vadan ofer tcealdas; tnidu baer sunn." 
To wade over the wolds; the son bare the wood. 

Any vowel could alliterate with any other, thus, — 
"/nnan ond utan tren-bendum." 
Inude and autiide with inm-bands. 

The chief accent feQ oo the alliterative syllables, of which there could be three, as in 
the examples {pven, or two — these being the commonest types; or four, or none — 
these rarer. The number of unaccented syllables was immaterial; but a line con- 
sisted normally of four feet, with a cKsural pause in the middle. In our [roem we find 
somewhat the same conventions, as in line 3, — 

"The tulk that the trammea of tresoun there wrought"; 
and line «7,— 

"For-thi an suntet in erde I attic to ichawe." 
In our piece groups of such lines are concluded by an odd phrase and a little rhyming 
stanza of five lines, often called a "bob and a wheel." This poetry was dignified, 

1 Theoidr«>d;u«dbkeditIoiiatOaiHm(Mjlkf OrHiiEiii'«tlittlud(4B.Marri(l«th«KirirEDgtuh^^ 
8adet;iDl884 — »TiKd«litiollbrGolUBc>ialB»T. TnluUtxHii hiTe b« publuhad br Hui Jmm L. Weaton, 
Sir Oittmn ami lib Oiwt KtilU, io iiOHman ftmunvn Vmitr-fM m Vdory*! llatU fArlkv, London, I8S3, 
in proKi mnd In Sonoiia, Vition,and Satin, Beaton. 191X,in venoi br B. J. B. Kirtlui, LoBdon. ISIl; uul bf C. U. 
Lcwii, New HaTco. Coiu., Ills — thi Urt ■ ntr face, arterUlains tutur on Uk origuul thuH. The other tbite 
poemt wen tdited br Moirii tat the Eulr Bngliih Text Societr in eorl* gmfiitk AaiUralim Pom, IBM (nvml 
•nlweiliwnt edttioiu). F(«rl hu been wdl •■Stcd, ndth ■ taluble introdoetioa br C G, Oifoad in the BiOi^LttbM 
Btriu, lM»i ud br I- Oidluus. London. IVTI; Patimei br H. Bittaon, HuebeMer, 1»11. 

■ The fint two were edited tocether br GoUuHs lot the Roxborghe Clnb in 1S«V; tbe PatHamml, wiNintclr, 
(Mom, WIS; tbe UatU Ankm hj Van and Brock for tbe Eulr Englitb T«it Sosiotr. and br Miu M. U. Benkh 
LiodaD, IBWi Inniiitiia d the lut br A. S<tj\» 1b EtvrrmiB'i Lilinrr. 
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strong, resonant, and in skillful hsads apt for stirring deeds and rich, highly colored 
description; but it was the alliteration, probably, which tempted to use words in a 
fort^ sense, and to invent odd and fanciful terms — at any rate, these northern and 
Scottish poets were very much given to that sort of thing. Of course, the fact that 
they wrote with extreme virtuosity in a richly worded dialect, strange to us hdrs of 
a more southern speech, has mudi to do with this effect. This poetry flourished 
chiefly in the north. Chaucei, naturally, was familiar with it, aod makes his parson 
•ay.— 

"But tnwtetb wel, I am a Sonthrcn loan, 
I can lUt geste — rum, ram, ruf — by lettre, 
Ne, God wot, lym bolde I but litel bettre; " 

which rather sounds as if Chauc« had meant to have an alliterative poem precede 
the Parton't Tale.^ 

Our romance, and the rich fleld of folklore within which it lies have recently been 
made the subject of a penetratii^ study by Professor G. L. Eittredge,* whose main ^ 
results may be thus summarized. Oawdn and the Green Kni^kt is doubtless, like^^ 
the great majority ei mediavat English romances, a translation from the Frrach. 
although the French original is now lost. To the author of this French poem is due 
the happy combination of two fine old widely current stories. One of these, the 
"Challenge," can be traced back to an elaborate Irish version of the year 1000 or 
earlier — the manuscript contwning it, the celebrated Book qf the Dun Covi, was 
written about 1100. In this a supernatural being with a replaceable head tests the 
hero's course much as he does in our poem. In the other, the "Temptation," the 
chosen hero, by resistic^ the seductive lady, is enabled to free the lady's husband 
from an enchantment. Both these tales occur separately in medinval romances, 
the former in the Book of Caradoc — a continuation of Chr^en's Perdtal,* the Mtde 
Sans Frein, Perleevaue,* and Humbaut,' the latter in the Carl qf Carlule, the Chevalier 
i r£p(e,* and elsewhere. The work of the brilliant French combiner was, like 
numerous other French Arthurian romances of his period, a well-constructed and 
pellucid narrative. It did not attmn the moral depth of our poem, where Gawain's 
virtues, the elaborateness and keenness of his temptation, and hia repentance for 
his sUght fault, are more powerfully set forth. There is no reason to suppose that 
the beautiful descriptions of wild nature were in the French poem; and very likely 
the amung of the hero and the hunting were less elaborated there. It seems probable, 
too, that our author has changed the motivation and the ending of the story ; for in 
his original it would be natural to suppose from the analc^es that the Green I&ight 
enticed Gawain to his castle in order that this greatest of heroes might rid h i"n of 
his strange hue and giant form, and that, after Gawain had succeeded, the dism- 
chanted knight accompanied him to Arthur's Court. The English author gave this 
up, and invented another and weaker motivation, based on the well-known hatred of 
Morgan la Fay for Queen Guinevere. It is the only blemish in the otherwise f aultiess 

< A learned diKiBdDB ot ilfitentin TOM mv be loBDd in 1.3Mn»^i Bubrrv i^ EniKili r*n<)tcalin, (Mord, 
niO, cbspten n mud m. 

• Cunbridce. Btinii Uiiinnitr Fmi, IBIS. ■ Edited Potria. PfmMl. vol. m. p. 117. 

• Ditto, ToL t. • E^tod Staninitt ud Bniwr, Dn*d«n, 1*14 

• Bdiud MioB. I, IST; B. C ArmrtraDC Btltiman, ISOO. 
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Gonatniction that the reason here assigned for tbe Green Knight's visit to Arthur's 
Court is Morgan's desire to trighten Guinevere out of her wits. 

Another English version of our tale is found in Bishop Percy's Folio Manuscript. 
This is a late romance of Sift lines, in six-line staneas like the following: — 

"He had B Udj to his wiffe, 
He loved her deeclye as his liffe. 
She was both blyth and blee; 
Became Sir Gawoine was itiBe b stowie 
She loved him privilye paramour. 
And she never him lee." 

Most scholars regard the Ballad Oreen Knight, as It is often called, as a mere 
working-over of the aUiterative romance; but because the author of it has reverted 
to a better and older sort of motivation — i.e., the love of the Green Knight's wife for 
Gawain — and because he has likewise restored the presumably older features of the 
Green Knight's becoming one of the Round Table, and for other reasons, some hold 
that the Ballad Qrem Knighi is derived from a form of the story older than our 
romance; and that in this older form the Great Knight's wife was a fairy, who for 
love of Gawain lured him to the other-worid by this odd heading adventure.* 

It is ^so said in the Baiiad Green Knight that it is because of this adventure of 
Gawain's that the Knights of the Bath wear a lace about the neck until they have 
won their spurs, or a lady takes it oS. And after the aUiterative romance in our 
manuscript follows the motto of the Knights of the Garter — "Hony soyt qui Bial 
pence." Obviously, then, there has always been an effort to ctmnocl Gawain's green 
lace with some chivalrous order in England, and such efforts still continue; but as 
yet it has not beoi made to seem very prob^le that the writ» of the present poem 
had in mind anything of the kind.' 

Of our author we know only what can be deduced from his works. He must have 
been a native of Lancashire or thereabouts, since he employs the North- West Mid- 
land dialect, as it is called, and since he describes with so much accuracy and gusto 
the wild scenery of the three north-western counties of England. None but a person 
truly religious could have written a poem informed with so lofty a mcvid tone. 
Ferliaps no other writer of his age could have pictured the scenes between Gawain 
and the lady without having them border either on the luscious or the coarse. And 
only a man conversant with the highest society of his time, a man who had seen the 
world, could describe with such loving wealth of detail the knightly trappings, the 
merry evenings at the castle, and the stirring hunts. More elaborate guesses about 
his personality may be found in the editions of Gollancz and Bateson. His work 
appears to fall witliin the third quarter of the fourteenth century, a time when a 
great number of French romances were b^ng translated into English, and when 
WycliSe, Gower, Chaucei, and Langland were fiourishing. 

K. G. T. Webstbb. 

I TUi (hearj ]t Kt lartli b; Mi. J. B. Hultrnt is Medtn f JUInlrw. toI. cu. pp. W ud IIS. 
• The Ut«t proUionut ol Uiu theorjr ii Mr. luu Jicknn in Anilia, voL EXim, p. MS. Hw irbnle gDHlua 
ii KBubljr nriswed br Ur. HuUnit in the lut portinn ol hii uticU. 



,ab,GoOgIc 



INTRODUCTION ix 

n. PlBBa THB PlOUGHIUN 

The Vition (^ ITtUtam eoneanunf/ Pien the Ploughman is one of the most extxaor- 
dinary pioductiona in English Literature. Of uncertain authorship, and com- 
posed and revised at different limes, it was based on no single model. Confused and 
intricate in structure, belonging as a whole to no one literary type, it yet ranks with 
the work of the methodical and voliuninous Gower, and almost with that of Chaucer, 
as a contribution to the understanding of the England of the fourteenth century. 



The poem exists in forty-five known manuscripts* which differ greatly among 
themselves. The variations are due in the first place to the fact that the work wafc 
revised and extended on a large scale at least twice, and it is customary to distin- 
guish three main versions : ^, wri tten al?a>!t 1.362 (2567 lines) ; B, about 1377 (7M9^' ' 
Imes); and C, about 1393 or 1398-1399 (T357 lines). But tiie manuscripts are far 
from falling neatly into these three groups. Not only do the last four paasus or 
cantos of A seem to have been written later than the prologue and the first eight, 
and the last part of the twelfth by a certain John But, but many manuscripts repre- 
sent either intermediate revisions or contamination of earlier with later versions. 

Whether the original author is responsible for the revisions and additions is still 
s matter of controversy, the solution of which is made harder by the difficulty of / 
arriving at a pure text of the several versions. The view commonly accepted until a j 
few years ago is that represented by Skeat in the Introduction of his Oxford edition 
and by Jusserand in his Pu^t Plowman (1S94).* These scholars regard B and C as I 
later revisions by the same author who compcned A, and they exphun the changes in 
style and mode of thought as due to the maturing or decay of his powers. The \ 
opposed view, brought into prominence by Manly in his article in the Cambridge 
History qf English lAteraiwe in 1908, regards the work as it now stands as showing 
five hands: (1) A, prologue and passus 1-8; (8) A, passus 9-1?, lines 1-56; (3) A, 
passus 12, lines 57 to end (John But); (4) revision of A resulting in B; (5) revision of 
B resulting in C 

The a^uments by which these contrary opinions are supported are intricate and 
varied, and cannot be explained without an elaborate analysis of the whole work. 
The part of the poem (or collection of poems), however, which is printed in the 
present volume is generally agreed to represent the work in its first form, and can 
be studied without reference to the problems raised by the continuationa. More- ; 
over, these first two thirds of A are complete in themselves, and are distinctiy superior 
to the later parts in structure and coherence. 

The authorship of the poem is as uncertain as the history of its growth. The ' 
traditional ascription of it to a William Lan^and is based on notes written on vari- 

< DcHribed b7 Skeat in hii tdltian of the poen lor the Eulj Bncliib Tot Societr, and in ml. n dI Mi tufa 
□amdoD Pru edition, 18M. Tbii edition contaiu aU tluee tciti. Tbe work nu flnt prioted b ISM by Bsbart 

> Tiandated br U. S. B. Inn L- Ati^ait « M<v« Agt: I'tptptt mfUtM it WlOiawi Laintatd. by I. J. 
iMHraod. Falte, ISSS. 

• Fat tbe main arraDeBtiBDbetbBdeeottbequeriian,i« n> Fitri FltMua C<alnMr%, Blilr Eoflitk Ito 
SMietr, Oriiina] Scni. Extra laioe \i», LoadoB, ISID (pnbliabed, IBUK 
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ous fifteenth-century manuscripts of the B and C texts, but these are not consistent 
with one another, one giving the name as "Robert or WilUam Langland," one as 

I" Willehnus de Langland," other three as " WilleUnus W." It has been customary to 
clothe this shadow of a name with detuls, presumed to be autobiographical, drawn 
from the poem itaelf . But it b practically certain that these details and the figure of 
the dreamer. Long WiU, who has been identified with Langland, are merely parts 
of the fiction, and are of no vidue as biographical evidence.' It is therefore no longer 
necessary to encumber our memories with statements as to dates and places, since 
such statenwnta have no real historical basis. 



' Pier* Plowman, to use the common short title, b written in the alliterative verse 
I which had been the cuatomai? medium of Anglo-Saxon poetry, and which, as ei- 
. plained in the introduction to Sir Oatooin ami the Green Knight, had a period of 
|, revival in the fourteenth century. The language, however, is doser to normal 
I fourteenth-century English than that of most contemporary allitwative poems. The 
author, indeed, was at times led to avoid the obvious word by the necessities of 
J metre, but the absence of the additional difficulties of an intricate stanza relieved 
; him from a pressure that did much to render the work of his fellows contorted and 
I obscure. The present modernization attempts to retain as far as possible the allitn- 
ative and accentual characteristics of the original. '• 

In purpose the poem is didactic and satiric; in fgpn i t is a series of allegorical 
I visions. The author seeks to expose the sms and abuses of his time, and to instill the 
religious principles which would reform these, both in the individual and in society. 
Any work with such an aim is likely to emphasize the darker side of human nature, 
and this has to be kept in mind in using Piera Plowman as a document for the history 
<rf society. Though a severe critic of social and ecclesiastieal conditions, the poet 
.cannot be regarded as a radical innovator with respect to institutions. He not only 
accepts the diviuon of society into classes, but finds the r^orm of abuses to lie in 
each man's doing his duty in that sphere of life in which God has placed him. The 
laborer is not uiged to seek to rise above his class; and when the knight offers to 
leam to plough, Piers recommends him to attend to his knight's business — to pro- 
tect the church, to treat his tenants and workmen well, to keep down the game that 
destroy farmers' crops, and to avoid dissipation. The author, though a reformer, is 
no leveler, and his gospel is a gospd of work. 

Structurally, the origmal poem conusts of two -visions, divided by a few lines in 
which the dreamer awakes and falls asleep again. This device is an extremely com- 
mon one in allegory, and serves the obvious purpose of affording a transition to a 
world of symbols, sowing notice that realistic standards of probability are not to be 
Implied. Common, too, is the figure of the interpreter, represented in the first vision 
by Holy Church, who expluns the allegorical signification of the dream. Our author, 
however, avails himself of her services for a short time only. 

The opening scene of the first vision presents allegorically tliis world as a field 
lying between heaven and hell. It is populated by specimens of various classes, all 
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ragaged ID cliarscteristic oceupationa. The only personification here is Hoi; Church, | 
who introduces the main action of the first vision, the marriage of Meed. In thia the \ 
allegorical element is much more prominent, and involves both action and actors. 
The attempt to marry Meed to Falsehood signifies the effort to make permanoit 
the corrupt use of money, and the counter-proposal to marry her to Conscience 
Ugnifies the establishing of a syattxa of just rewards. 

The second vi«on (v-vn) has two ports; one in which Ctmsd^ice and Repentance / 
preach so effectively as to bring about the conversion of a series of characters typi- I 
tying the seven deadly sins;' the other in the form of a pilgrimage to seek Truth. Jn \ 
the former the delineation of the sinners ^vea occasion for the most vivid picturing 
of contemporary manners to be found in any of the versions of the poem, that of 
tbe Glutton being especially notable. In the latter the device of the allegorical pil- 
grimage, aheady familiar in French literature and destined to produce three hundred 
years later the greatest of English religious ^egories, is probably used for the first 
time in English. In the course of the pilgrimage another convention is introduced 
— an a llegorical castle with personifications in charge of the various o£Bces. 

But though the main structure is that ot the allegorical vision, there are many 
passages which are not all^orical at all. Some of these consist of direct realistic 
description of human nature or social conditions, others are long religious or moral 
discussions. Thoi^h these last at times become wearisome, they are all interesting 
to the student of the thought of the time; and no less than the more vivid pictures 
are they suffused with the intense earnestness and sincerity which lift thia poem 
to a distinguished place in satirical and didactic literature. 

W. A. Neilboh. 

> Wrath it mluiagi h Muilr iii[i[kh, bj in acodnit to tbi muraicript. Ht it pwwiit in B aod C. 
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SYR GAWAYN AND THE GRENE KNYJT" 

[FYTTE THE FIRST] 

I 

8t^' tfl aegp & M aanut wat) aeaei at Trof^ 
tx bor) Drittened ft btent to bronde; & aakej, 
pe tnlk ^t Iw trwnniM of treaoim ^ «TO]t, 
Wal^ tned for bia triobeiM, po trewMt on actlw t 
Hit wa^ Ennias ^ athel, ft hii falgbe kTiide, 
^ u)<eii depreoed proaincei,' ft patrounei bioome 
Welne^ of al ^ wde in ^ WMt ilea, 
Fro ridia Ronuilui to Borne rioohi* bym swj^, 
Vfith grot bobbannoe ^t bnrje he biges vpon fynt) 
ft neuenes hit hU aone nome, as hit now luit ; 
Ticius (tunes) to Tukan, & taldes bigjnoBs ; 
Langabeide in Lumbardie lyftes vp honiEiS ; 
ft for oner f« French flod Felii Brntw 
On moof boukkes fol biode Bretajn he wtt«|^ 
wyth Wynne;* 

Where werre, ft wrake, ft wonder, 

Bi aj^ej ha^ wont t^r-inne, 

& oft bo)ie blyise ft blundet 

Fnl akete ha^ okyfted sfFUM. 

II 

Ande qneii' >{■ Bretayu watj bigged bi )iia bum tjAf 
Belde breddeu >er-inne, baret ^tit lofden, 
In mony tnrnea* tjme tens )>at wrojten ; 
Mo ferlyea on pia f olde han fallen here oft 
ben in any ofer yeA I wot, syn Jiat Uk tyma. 
Bot of alle p»t here bah of Bretaygne kyngM 
Ay wat] Arthur ]>e bendest, as I h^ herde tella | 
For-)>i an annter in erde I attle to sckawe, 
bat a selly in sijt samme men bit holden, 
& an outtrage awentare of Artbiire| wonder^ 
If j» wyl lyiten |)is Uye bot on littel qnile, 
I lohal telle bit, as-tit, as I in toon herde, 
with tonge ; 

Aa hit ia atad & stoken, 

In stori atif & strouge, 

WitAlelletterealoken,* 

In londe ao bat) ben longe. 

> Tha (jmbdl i ■• tb* Angla-Buon tonn of g. u>d ti ■ modUeatlDii at th* latto lattaf . It ma ntaioM bj litor 

■arlbs* pHndpall; tot tlia inltaTsl aAulninnf, lorthay-Himdiitttiabegtiuiiiigaf ■irerd,uis)<(, ud torUia 
fliu] ^aoond, aa Id uA^ Tha flpBlilnca tHtf^ hat^ for «hu and hot ara pacoliar. 

> ^ fi tb* Antlo-Buw armbol tor (A, wblch laaMd till tfaa ISCh oaotiuy, and M Jf U11 latar— •.i.,lBt« = U& 
It la tfaa old raaa ^' tbom." > u and v, orEginallr the Kina irmbol, an both wKtten u* 

• Theaa "boha" HpeclallT. and tha rhrmlng 4-l{iui "vheal'' at the and of tha itaana, an ottan almcrt maaa- 
Inglaaa, and dlOcnlt to tnndata. • The qu iitha Sorthennj of writing Aoglo-BaiDu Atr, otit vA. 

• 8a«li " o«BS«ll*d," "piwIoQa " 01 tar-tatotaad Canna and ta(a aia cbiaw(ulaUo of tha lalar aUltantlTa tUM. 
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bia kyng Uj at Camjlot vpon kmt-tnuM, 

WiU mmiT lufljch lorde, ledei of |>« beat, 

Bekanlj d! )>« rounds t«bl« alle ]<o rioli bie)w, 

Witi Z70I1 teoel orjjt, & techlea merjm; 

her townejed tolke* bi-tymej ful maaj, 

Jnctttd fnl JoliU Jif ae gjntjle knijtes, 

" peu lujted to |>e ooort, carolei to nuike. 

_ tr t>er )w tMt wtiti iljehe fnl flftan d»jrea 

With alle )« mete & pe mir)>e )«t men ooii)>e ft-T^WI 

Such Elanmande gle glorioui to bete, 

Dere aja Tp-on <fii7, dMinejng on nyjtei, 



rj 



Such Elanmande gle glorioui to bete, 
Dere aja Tp-on &j, daunejng on nyjt 
Al wa^ b^p upon heje in ballej & cbambrej, 



With lorde] & Udies, u leaest him ]> 

With all be wele of ye worlds ptj woned per mam, 

be most kjA knjjtes voder krjat«B aeluen, 

& be kiDelokkeat Udiea ptt euer lif baden, 

&aept oomlokest kyng pAt pe ooart hiildei; 

For tX m() pit lajre folk in bet flrat age, 

le hapneit Toder henen, 
Kyng hjjeit mon of wylle, 
Hit were now gret nye to neoan 
80 bardjr a hate on hiUe. 

IV 

W^la nw ^r wat] ao jep fiat hit wat nwe enrnmen, 
hat day donbble on fa dece wat] {« doath aemed, 



be oaanntre of y« ohapel chened to an ende; 

Londe orye wb^ per kest of olerke] & D>er, 

Kowel najted o-ueve, ueaeued ful ofte; 

& ay]>ea ricbe forth runnen to reche bonde-wll% 

Je)ed ]eree ^iftea oa bi], ]elde bem bi bond, 

Debated buajly abonte )« giftes; 

Ladies li^d ful loude, po }ay lost haden, 

& he |iat wan wat] not worth, pat may ]e we) travt. 

AUe pit auxpo pvf maden to ^le mete tyme; 

When ^y had waichen, wor^jy )iay wenten to aeta^ 

J>e beat bume ay abof, as hit beat lemed; 



Smal aenda) Inudea, a aelore bir 01 . 

Of tryed Tolonae, of Tara (apites in-noghe, 

bat wet* enbrawded & beten wytb pe beat gennnei^ 

pat my^t be prened of prya wytb penyes to DOy, 

be otunlokeat to diierye, 
per glent wttA y}en gray; 
A aemtoker |<at eaer be tjyt, 
60th mo}t no mou ny. 
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FYTTE THE FIRST 

1. After the siege uid the utanlt hftd 
BBMod ai Troy, the oity been deitrojed 
•nd burned to bnuidawiduhes, tbe warrior 
who wrought there the truu of treuon 
ma tried for his treachery, the trueot on 
«arih.> Thia waa Aeneaa tu nobis; he and 



I high Itiudred afterwarda eooqiiered 
provinoei, and beoanae patrons of well 
fcU tbe wealth in the West Islea. As 






aa rich RoiddIhb turns him to Home, with 
great pride he at once boilds that city, and 
names it with bis own name, which it now 
haa; Ticiua turns to Tuscany and fouudl 
dwellings; Lougobardniises homes in Lom- 
bard^ ; and, far over the French flood, Felix 
Bmtns establishea Britain joyfully on many 
broad banks, where war and waste and 
wonders by turns bare since dwelt, and 
manya swift iaterohange of blisa and woe. 

2. And when this Britiun was founded by 
this great hero, bold men loving strife bred 
therein, and many a time they wrought 

. deitmotion. Moreetrange things have ha^ 
'' pened in thia land since these days than m 
any other that I know; but of all the Brit- 
ish kings that built here, Arthur was ever 
the most court«oas, as I have heard tell. 
Therefore, I mean to tell of an adventure 
in the world, which some count strange aud 
extraordinary even among the wooers of 
Arthur. If ye will listen to this lay bat a 
little while, I wiU teU it forthright as I 
heard it told in town, as it is set down in 
aton that cannot be changed, long written 
in the land in true worda. 

3. This King lay royally at Camelot at 
Christmas tide with many fine lords, the 
best of men, aU the rich brethren of the 
Bound Table, with right rich revel and 
oareleaa mirth. There full many heroes 

^ Oonitraotloii cUkr, thongh *a 
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toomeyed betimes, jousted full gulyt 
then returned these genUe knights to the 
oonrt to make carols.^ For there the feast 
waa held full aftoen days alike with all 
the meat and the mirth that men could dfr. 
viae. Such a merry tumult, gloriens to hear; 
joyful din by dav, dancing at night. All 
was high jot in halls and chambers with 
lords and ladies as pleased them beat. With 
all the weal in the world they dwelt there 
together, the most famous kniehts save only 
Christ, the loveliest ladies that ever had 
life, and be, the comeliest of kings, who 
holds tbe court. For all this fair company 
were in their prime in the hall, tbe happiest 
troop uuder heaven with the proudest of 
kings. Trulyitwonld behardto name any> 
where so brave a band. 

4. When New Year waa fresh and but 
newly come, tbe court was served double on 
the dais. Aa soonas the kingwith bis knights 
waa come into the hall, the chanting in the 
chapel came to an end; load was the cry 
there of oterka and others. Noel was cele- 
brated anew, shouted fnll often; and after- 
wards the great ones ran about to take 
handsel;' called aloud for New Year's 
gifta, paid them ont brisklv, busily dis- 
cussed the gifts; ladies laughed full loud, 
though they had lost; and he that won waa 
not wroth, that may ye well trow. All thia 
mirth they made till the meat time. When 
they had washed, worthily they went to 
their seats, tbe best man ever above, aa it 
beat behoved. Queen Guinevere full beau- 
teooa was set in tbe midat, placed on the 
rich dais adorned ail about. Fine silk at the 
sides, a canopy over her of precious cloth 
of Toulouse, and tapestries of Tars,* that 
were embroidered and set with the beat 
gems that raooey could buy. Truly no man 
could say that he ever beheld a comelier 
lady than she, with her dancing gray eyea. 

B. Bat Arthnr would not eat till all were 

1 DuuLnr and rinffhi* In a liiw. 

• Haw Teu'i ititia oT jood omaa. 

* Onanta] flgurad Btofl. 
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HTTed. H« wu to many in hia mirth, and 
■omAwliat childlike in his nuumor^ his life 
pleued liiiu well; ha loved Uttle either to 
lie loDK or to sit long, so busied bin) hia 
young blood Kid bis wild brain. And an- 
other custom moved him also, that he 
through ehirftlcj had taken up; he would 
noTer ent upon toch a deni dkj before he 
was told an unoonth tale of some adventur- 
<ras thing, of some great marrel that he 
ODuld belieTe, of ancient beroei, of arms, or 
of other adventures; or unless soma person 
demanded of himasnre knight to join with 
him in iousting, to incur peril, to risk life 
■gainst liEe, trusting' each in the other, leav- 
ing the victorj to fortune. This was the 
king's onstom wheneTor he held oonrt at 
eaoh goodly feast among his free company 
in the hall. And so with undaunted face he 
strides stoutly to bis seat on that New Year, 
makii^ great mirth with evervbody. 

6. ^us the great king stands waiting be- 
fore the high table, talking of trifles full 
courteously. The good Gawiun was placed 
there beside Gruinevere, and Agravain of 
the Hard Hand sat on the other aide, both 
of them the king's sister's sons and fnll snre 
knights. Bishop Baldwin at the top begins 
the table, and Twain, Urien's son, ate by 
himself. These were placed on the dius and 
honorably served, and after them many a 
good man at tbe side tables. Then the 
first course came in with blare of trumpets, 
which were hung with many a bright ban- 
ner. A new noise of kettle-drums with the 
noble pipes, wild and stirring melodies wak- 
ened the echoes; that many a heart heaved 
full high at their tones. Damties of precious 
meats followed, foison of fresh viands, and 
on so many dishes that it was difficult to 
find place before the people to set on the 
cloth the silver that held tbe several conrses:. 
Each man as he himself preferred partook 
without hesitation. Every two • had twelve 
dishes between them, good beer and bright 
wine both. 

7. Now will I tell yon no more of their 
service, for everybody mnst well under- 
stand that there was no lock of opportnnity 
for the people to take their food.' AnoUier 

> It WH Htnnaalj tnoiptiuHii taiitDf only two at ■ 

(OH, uhuben bwi dona, Udh 132 (iiil 133 ; otliar. 
twnildeii c^ new mula. 



nuise full new suddenly drew nigh, fat 
scarcely had the music ceased a moment, 
and the first conrse been properly served in 
the court, than there biust in at the hall 
door an awesome being, in height one of the 
tallest men in the world; from tbe neck to 
tbe waist BO square and so thick was he, nnd 
his loins and hia limbs so long and so great, 
that balf giant 1 believed him to have been, 
or, at any rate, tbe largest of men, and 
witbal the handsomest in spite of his bulk, 
that ever rode; for though his back aol 
breast were so vast, yet his belly and waist 
were properly slim; and all his form accord- 
ing, full fairly shaped. At tbe hue of his 
noble face inen wondered ; he carried him- 
self in bcatile fitshiou bdI was entirely 
green. 

8. All green was this man and bis cloth- 
ing; a straight coat sat tight to bis sides; a 
fair mantle above, adomM witbin; ibe lin- 
ing showed, with costly trimming of shining 
wmte fur; and such his hood also, that was 
caught back from his locks and lay on bis 
shoulders, the hem well stretched; ' hose of 
the same green, that clung to his calf; and 
clean spars under, of bright gold upon silk 
bands ncbly baTred.and shoes* on his shanks 
as the hero rides. And all his vesture ver- 
ily was clean verdure, boUi the bars of his 
belt, and the other beauteous stones that 
were set in fine array about himself and hia 
saddle, worked on silk. It would be too 
difBcnlt to tell the half of the trifles that 
were embroidered there, with birds and 
flies, with gay gauds of green, — the gold 
ever in the middle; the pendants of the 
poitrel, tbe proud crupper, the bits, — and 
all the metal was enamelled; the stirrups 
that be stood on were coloured the same, and 
his saddle bow likewise, and bis fine reins* 



tbe SI 

thick, a steed full st 

broidered bridle, and one right dear to his ' 

9. This hero was splendidly dressed in 
green; and the hair of bis head matched l-hat 
of his bone;' fair flowing locks enfolded 
his shoulders; a beard as bigaaabush hung 

■ TnuHlitlm doubtful. • Word donbttriL 
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cm hia breut; and it, together vith hU 
■plendid hair that reached from his head, 
wu tritnined eveiilj all round above his 
slbows, BO that half hia ainu were canglit 
thereunder in the muinerof akin^'s houd,^ 
thatooTeMhiaaeck. The mane of that great 
horae was mach like it, very cnrlf and 
com bed, with kuot« full manj folded in with 
gold wire about the fair green, — alwajs 
one knot of tlie hair, another of gold. The 
tail and the forelock were twined in the 
game way, and both bound with a band of 
bright green, set with fall precions stones 
the whole length of the dock, and then tied 
up with athoarinatigiit knot; where rang 
many bells fnll bright of bumiahed gola. 
Snch a steed in the world, snoh a hero aa 
rides him, was never beheld in that hall be- 
fore thattime. His gknoes were like bright 
lightning, so said all that saw bim. It 
seemed as if no man conld endure under his 

10. He had neither helm nor hauberk, 
DOF gorget, armonr nor breastplate, nor 
shaft nor shield to guard or to smite; bnt 
in bis one hand he had a holly twig, that is 
greenest when groves are bare, and an axe 
in his other, a huge and prodigions one, a 
weapon merciless almost beyond descrip- 
tion; the head had the vast length of an ell- 
Erd, the blade all of green steel and of 
ftt«n gold; the bit^ hriehtly burnished, 
with a broad edge, as well shaped for ent- 
ting as sharp razors. The stem warrior 
gripped it by ' the steel of its stout staff, 
which was woand with iron to the end of 
the wood and all engraven with green in 
beautoons work. A lace was lapped abont 
it, that was fastened at the heaid, and tied 
np often along the helve, with many pre- 
cions tassels attached on rich embroidered 
buttons of the bright green. This hero turns 
bim in and enters the hall, riding strai^t 
to the high dais, fearless of mischief. He 
greeted never a one, bnt looked loftily 
ftbont, and the first word that ho uttered 
was: "Where is the governor of this com- 
pany 7 Gladly I wonid see that hero and 
■peak with him." 

He east his eye on the knights and rode 

1 The word capadiH hen (nuulattd "hood" Ii 
wa. It might comwi^bly m«ui '• oim.il," • protso- 
Uon D( rata for (ba D«k ud on%at Uia hud, that 

TT> Bit " la itrn nwd loi tba niiRUig «■■• Ot w m. 
■ flotlnthallB. 



fiercely up and down, stopped and gan pon- 
der who was there the most renowned. 

11. All gazed fixedly on the man, for 
everybody marvelled what it might mean, 
that a knight and a horse could nave such 
a colour: as green grown as tbe grass, and 
greener, it seemed; shining brighter than 
green enamel on gold. All were amazed who 
stood there, and stalked nearer to him, with 
all the wonder in the world what he would 
do; for many marvels had they seen, bnt 
sach never before. Therefore for phantom 
and faery the folk there deemed it; and for 
that reason many a noble warrior was slow 
to answer, and all were astonished at his 
voice and sat stone still in a deep silence 
through the rich hall. Their voices ' sank as 
thoagh they had snddenly fallen asleep. 1 
deem, however, that it was not all for f ear, 
bat somewhat for courtesy. But now let 
him to whom all defer undertake the wight 

12. Then Arthur before the high dais 
beheld that adventure, and saluted the 
stranger properly, for never was be afraid, 
and said, "Sir, welcome indeed to this 
place. I am called Arthur, the head of tliis 
hostel. Light conrteoosiy down and tarry, 
I pmy thee; and whatso tby will is wa 
sluul wit after." 

" Nay, BO help me he that aits on high," 
qnoth the hero. " To dwell any time in 
wis honse was not my errand; but beeau«e\ 
the fame of this people is lifted ap so high, ^ 
and thy town and thy men are held the best, ^ 
the stoutest in steel gear od steeds to ride, 
the wightest and the worthiest of the world's 
kind, and proved opponents in other proper 
sports; and here courtesy is known, as I 
have heard tell, — it is tlus that has enticed 
me hither certainly at this time, ^ou may 
be snre by this branch that I bear here that 
I pass in peace and seek no (jnarrel; for if I 
had set ont with a oompany m fighting fash- 
ion, I have a hauberk at home and a helm 
both, a shield and a sharp spear shining 
bright, and other weapons to wield, I ween 
weH also; but since I wished no war, my 
weeds are softer. Now if thou be as bold hs 
all men tell, thou wilt grant me graoiously 
the game that I ask." 

Arthar knew how to answer, and said: 
" Sir oonrteoiiH knight, if it is battle that 
thon raavest, thon shalt not fail of a fight 

< PoaaOdi "tteas" oc "IMki." 
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13. " Nar, I demand no flgbt; in faith I 
tell thee there are bnt beaioless children 
about on this beuoh. If I were hasped in 
armi on a high ateed there is no man here 
to match me, their might is ho weak. There- 
fore I crave in this court a Chriatmaa game, 
for it is Yule and New Year, and here are 
manj gallants. If there be a man in thig 
boDse who holds himielf so hardj, is so 
bold in his blood, so rash in his head, that 
he dares stifBj strike one stroke for an- 
other, I shall give him as mj gift this rich 
gisarm, this aie, that is heary enongli, to 
handle as he likes; and I ihall abide the 
flMt blow as bare as I sit. If anj warrior 
be wight enough to try what I propose, let 
him leap lighttf to me and take this weapon 
— I quit-claim it forever, let him keep it 
as his own — and I shall stand him a stroke 
firmly on this floor. Atanothertime,bj our 
Lady, thou wilt grant me the boon of deal' 
iug him another blow ; I will give him r0- 
spite of a twelvemonth and a day. Now hie, 
and let us see qniokly if any herein da^ 
say aught." 

14. If he had astonished them at fiitt, 
stiller were tlten all th« retainers in b^iU, 
the high and the low. The warrior onihis 
steed settled himself in his saddle, and 
fiercely his red eyes he reeled abont ; bint 
his tliick brows, shiiung green ; and wayed 
his beard, awaiting whoso would rise. Wh*n 
none wonid answer him he coughed aloud, 
stretched himself haughtily and began tb 
speak; "What I la this Arthur's house,''^ 
said the hero then, " that is famous through ^ 
so many realms ? Where is now your pride 
and your conquests, your fierceness, and 
your wrath and your great words 7 Now is 
the revel and tne renown of the Kound 
Table overcome by the word of a single 
man; for all tremble for dread without a 
blow shown," 

With this he langhed so loud that the 
lord grieved; the bto<>d shot for shame into 
his fair face. He waied as wroth as the wind; 
and so did all that were there. The king so 
keen of mood then stood near that proud 

15. " Sir," said he," by bearen thy asking 
is foolish ; and as thon bast demanded folly, 
it behooves thee to find it I know no man 
that is aghast of thy great words. Give me 
now thy gisarm, for God's sake, and I will 
grant thy boon that thon hast bidden." 



Quickly be leaped to him and caught at 
bis hand; and the other alights fiercely on 
foot. Now Arthur haa his axe, and gripa 
the helve; he whirls it sternly abont as if 
be meant to strike with it. The bold stran- 
ger stood nprtght before him, higher than 
any in the house by a bead and more; with 
stern cheer he stood there, stroked his 
beard, and with cool countenance drew 
down his coat, no more afraid or dismayed 
for Arthur's ereat strokes than if some one 
bad brought him a drink of wine upon the 

Gawain, that sat by the que«n, turned to 
the kin^: *■ I beseech now witb all courtesy 
tbat this affair might be mine." 
, 16. " Would ye, worthy lord," quoth 
Gawain to the king, "bid me step feom 
this beoch and stand by you there, — that I 
without rudeness might leave this table, 
and that my liege lady liked it not ill — I 
would come to your help before your rioh 
court; for methinks it is obviously unseemly 
that such an asking is made so much of in 
yonr hall, even thongh ye yourself I>e will- 
mg to take it upon you, while so many bold 
onessitabout yoaon the bench; than whona, 
I ween, none under heaven are higher of' 
spirit, nor more mightv on the field where 
strife is reared. I am tne weakest, I know, 
and feeblest of wit; and to tell the truth 
there would be the least loss in my life, I 
am only to praise forasmuch as ye are my 
uncle; no other nobility than your blood 
know I in my body. And unce this adven- 
tnre is so foolish, it belongs not to yon; I 
. have asked it of yon first; give it to me. 
Let this great court decide * if I have not 
spoken well." 

The heroes took oonnsel together and 
they all gave the same advice, — to free 
the crowned king and give the game to 

17. Then the king aommanded Gawain 
to rise from the table; and he right quickly 
stood up and made himself ready, luieelea 
down before the kin? and took the weapon; 
and Arthur lovingly left it to him, lifted np 
his hand and gave him God's blessing, and 
gladly bade him be hardy both of heart and 
of hand. "Take care, cousin," quoth the 
king, "tbat thou give him a cut; and if 
thou handle bim properly, I readily believe 

< Thli wotd i) inppUad. Failapi " (pMk " w«nU b* 
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that thou ab&lt endoM the blow which he 
•hall give after." 

Gawain goes to the man with giiann in 
lumd; and be boldlj awaits him, Bbrinkiii^ 
sevsr a whit. Then apeaks to Sir Uawain 
the knight in the gieen; " Rehsane we our 
agreement before we go farther. First I 
coojnre tbee, hero, how than art called, 
that thou tell me it trulj, to that I may 
belisTe it." 

" la good faith," quoth the knight, 
"Gawain am I called, who give tou thia 
buffet, whatever befallH after; and at thii 
time twelvemonth I am to take from thee 
another with whatever weapon thou wilt, 
and from no wight else alive." 

The other anawers again, " Sir Gawain, 
■0 thrive I aa I am heartilj glad that thou 
Bhalt give thia blow." 

18. " By Gop," quoth the green knight, 
"Sir Gawain, it delights me that I am to 
get at th; fist what I have requested here; 
and thou hast readily and tnily lehearaed 
the whole of the covenant that I asked of 
the king, save that thoa shalt asinre me, 
air, hy thy troth, that thoa wilt seek me 
thyseU wheresoever thou thinkest I may 
be found upon the earth, and fetch for thy- 
self such wages as thon dealest me today 
before this rich oomnany." 

"Where ahonld I seek thee?" quoth 
Gawain. "Where is thy place? I know 
never where thou livest, by him that 
wrought me; nor do I know thee, knight, 
thy court, nor thy name. Bat tell me trolr 
the way and how thon art called, and I will 
use all my wit to win my wav thither, — 
■nd that I BWCBi thee, for a sooth, and by my 

" New Tear will suffice for that ; no more 
is needed now," quoth the man in green to 
Gawain the oourteoas. "To tell the truth, 
after I have received thy tap, and thou hast 
smitten me well, I shall promptly inform 
thee of my house and my home and mine 
own name. Then thon mayest inquire about 
my journey and hold promise ; and if I apeak 
no speech, then thon speedest the better, for 
thoa mavest linger at ease in thy land and 
seek no further. Take now thy grim tool to 
thee and let us see how thoa knockest." 

" Gladly, sir, for sooth," quoth Gawain aa 
he strokes his aze. 

19. The green knight on tbe ground pre- 
pared himself properly. With the head a 



little bowed he disclosed tbe flesh. His long, 
lovely locks he laid over his crown, and let 
the naked nape of his neck show for the 
blow. Gawain gripped his aie and gathered 
it ou high; tbe left foot he let Mfore on 
the ground, and let tbe axe light smartly 
down on the naked flesh,' so that the sharp 
edge severed the giant's bones, and shrank 
through the clear flesh * and sheared it in 
twMn, till the edge of the brown steel bit 
into tiie ground. The fair head fell from 
the neck to the earth, and many pushed it 
with their feet where it rolled forth. Tbe 
blood burst from tbe body and glistened 
on the green. Yet never faltered nor fell 
the bero for all that; but stoutly he started 
up with firm steps, and fiercely he raghed 
forth where the heroes stood, caught his 
lovely head, and lifted it up stroiglitway. 
Then he turned to bis steed, seized the bri- 
dle, stepped into the steel bow and strode 
aloft, holding the head in his hand by the 
bair; and as soberly tbe man sat in his sad- 
dle as if no mishap bad ailed him, though 
he was headless on the spot. He turned his 
trunk about — that ugly body that bled. 
Many a one of them thought £bat be had 
lost his reason. 

20. For he held the head strtugfat up in 
his hand; turned the face toward the highest 
on the dais; and it lifted up the eyelids and 
looked straight out, and spoke thus much 
with its mouth, as ye may now hear : — 
"Look Gawain, that thou be ready to go 
as thou hast promised, and seek loyally, 
hero, till thou find me; as thon hast prom- 
ised in this hall in Uie hearing of these 
knights. To the green chapel go thou, I 
charge thee, to receive such a blow aa thoa 
host dealt. Thou deservest to be promptly 
paid on New Year's mom.* As the knight 
of the green chapel many men know me; 
therefore, if thou strivest to find me, thon 
shalt never fail. Aad so come, or it be- 
hooves tbee to be called recreant." 

With a wild rush he turned the reins, 
and flew out at the hall door — his head in 
his hand — so that the fire of tbe flint flew 
from the foal's hoofs. To what oonntry he 
vanished knew none there; no more than 
they wist whence he was come. The king 
and Gawain roared with laughter at that 

' '■Onu«"ln theorlglDiJ. 

■ Horrli'i puuMBiitlan of tlili piiwgt hia baM 
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green man; tnit this Adrentuie was reck- 
ooed a maxrel amoDg men. 

21. Thoogh the courteoai king wandered 
in hia heait, he let do semblance be seen, 
but said aloud to tbe comelj queen with 
eonrteous speech, " Dear dame, today be 



ment, to laugh and sing about among tbe»e 
pleasant carob of knights aud ladies. Never- 
theless I may well go to m; meat, for I can 
not deny that I have seen a marreL" He 
glanced at Sit Gawun and said obeerf ally, 
" Now, sir, hau^ up thine aie; it has hewn 
enough." And it was put abor- '"■- ■"-'- '~ 



fill happeniog. Then tbej turned to the 
boatd, these heroes together — the king and 
the good knight — and the keen men served 
them double of all dainties, as was most 
fitting; with all manner of meat, and mitt' 
■trelsy both. They spent that day in joy 
nntil it came to an end. Now tUEe oare, 
Sir Gawain, that thon blench not for the 
pain to prosecat« thia adveutDie that thou 
hast taken on hand. 

FYTTE THE SECOND 

1. This hansel of adventnrea had Arthur 

at the beginning, in the jouug year, since he 
yearned to hear boasting. Although there 
was little news when they went to their 
Heats, now they are provided with stem 
work,' their hands quite full. Gawain was 
glad to begiu those games in the ball; but 
it would not be surprisins if the end were 
heavy; for though men be meny in mind 
nhen they have much drink, yet a year runs 
full swifUy, and yields never the same; the 
begfinning full seldom matches the end. And 
BO this Yule went by, and the year after it, 
each season in turn following the other. 
After Christmas came the crabbed Lent, that 
tries tbe flesh with fish and more simple 
food. But then the weather of the world 
quarrels irith winter, and though tbe cold 
still clings, the clouds lift; copiously de- 
scends the rain in warm showers, and falls 
upon the fair earth. Flowers show there; 
green are the garments both of fields and of 
groves; birds hurry to build, and lustily 
1 KoiTia'i pauctutlon of thli pwMv> hu bHO 



'they sing for the Bolaoe of the soft SI ._ , 
that follows thereafter. Blossoms swell bto 
bloom in rows rich and rank; and lovely 
notes are heard iu the beauteous wood. 

2. Aft«r the season of summer with the 
soft winds, when Zephyrns blows on seeds 
and herbs, happy is the plant that waxes 
then, when the dank dew drops from the 
leaves, to await the blissful glance of tbe 
bright sun. Bnt then harvest hastens and 
hardens it soon: warns it to wax full ripe 
against the winter. He drives with drought 
the dust to rise, — from the face of the earth 
to fly full high. The wild wind of the wel- 
kin wrestles with the son. Tbe leaves fall 
from the bongh aud light on tbe ground. 
The grass becomes all gray that erst whs 
green. Then all ripes and rots that which 
formerly flourished; and thus runs tbe year 
in yesterdays man^; and winter returns 
again without askmg any man,^ till the 
Michelmas moon has come in wintry wise. 
Then thinks Gawain full soon of hia anxious 

S/Yet tiU Allhallows day with Arthui 
he lingers ; and Arthur made a feast on that 
festival for the hero's sake, with great and 
gay revel of the Round Table. Knights full 
conrteous and comely ladies all for love of 
that man were in sorrow; bnt nevertheless 
they apoke only of mirth ; and many a joy- 
less one there made jests for his gentle sake. 
After meat he mournfully addresses his 
unole, aud speaks of his passage, and openly 
he says — "Now, liege lord of my life, leave 
I ask of you. Ye know the cost of this 
case ; I do not eare to tell you even a trifle 
of its dangers; * but I am ready to start for 
tbe fray no later than tomorrow mom, fj> 
seek the man in the green, as God will 
guide me." 

Then the beat of the castle gathered to- 
gether. Twain and Erec, and others full 
manv. Sir Dodinel de Sauvage, the Dnke 
of Clarence, Lancelot aud Lyonel and Lncnn 
the Good, Sir Bors and Sir Bedever, l.ig 
men both, and many other proud ones, with 
MadoT de la Fort. All this company of the 
coort came nearer to the king, to counsel 
the knight, with oare attheirhearts. There 
was mnch deep grief felt in the hall that 
so worthy a one as Gawain should go on 
that errand, to endure a sorry dint and 
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deal none himself with his brand. But the 
. k^ht ever made good obeer, and said, 

"Whf sbonld I swerve from stern and 
^ttrange destiDj? What caD a man do but 

4. Hb lingered there all that iaj, and on 
the mom made ready. Earlj be asked for 
bis arms, and thej were all brought. First 
a carpet of Touloose was stretched over the 
floor, and much was the gilt gear that 
gleamed npon it. The biave man stepped 
tbereon and bandied the steel, olad in » 
doublet of costly Tars, and afterwards a 
well wrought hood, closed on top and bound 
within with a glistening wbite fni. Then 
thej put the Babatons' upon the hero's feet, 
lappM bis legs in steel with fair greavea, to 
wbicb were attached well polished poleynes^ 
fastened about bis kueei with knots of gold, 
tine cuisses then, that well encloBed bis 
thick, brawnj thighs, tbej attached with 
thongs. Next the decorated burnie ' of 
bright steel rings upon precious stuff encased 
the hero, and well bumiahed braces upon bis 
two arms, with elbow-pieces goodly and gay 
■nd gloves of plate, and all the goodly gear 
that might avail him at that time, with rich 
coat armour, gold spurs well fastened, and 
a snie brand girt abbnt bis side by a silken 

5. When he was hasped in arms hia har- 
nesB was rich; the least latehet or loop 



tlie hi^h altar. Then be came to the king 
and his court; conrteonsly took his leave of 
lords and ladies; and they kissed him, and 
convtryed him, entrusting bim to Christ. Bt 
that time was Gringolet ready, and girt wi^ 
a saddle tiiat gleamed full gsSij with many 
gold fringes; everywhere nailed anew, 
prepared for that emergency. The bridle, 
barred about, was bound with bright gold; 
the decoration of the breastplate and of the 
fine bousing the crupper and caparison, 
sooorded with the saddle-bow, and all was 
adorned with rich red gold nails, that glit- 
tered and gleamed like tbe gleam of the sun. 
^len he took the helm ai^ quickly kiased 
. it. It was stoutly stapled and stnffed within ; 
it was high on his h^, hasped behind, with 
» light nrison* over the ventail,' embroid- 
erM and bound with the best gems on a 



broad silken border; and birds on tbe seanu 
like painted popinjayB^preeningtbemselreB 
here and there ; turtle-doves and true-loves'' 
thickly interlaced. As many birds there 
were as bad been in town for seven winters. 
The circlet that surrounded his crown waf 
even more precions — a device of gleaming 
diamonds. 

6. Then they showed him the shield, that 
waa of sheer gnles, with the pentanglt 
painted in pnre gold. He took it by Uie 
Daldrio and oast it about his neck; and it 
became the hero passing fair. And why 
the pentengle pertains to that noble prince 
I mean to tell yon, though it should delay 
me. It is a sign that Solomon set formerly 
as a token of truth, by its own right, for 
it is a figure that holds five points, and 
each line overlaps and locks in another; and 
throughout it is endless; and tbe Englbh 
call it everywhere, aa 1 hear, the endless 
knot. Therefore it suits this knight and hia 
clear arms, forever faithtnl in five things, 
and in each of them five ways. Gawain was 
known for ^ood and as refined ^Id, devoid 
of every villainy, adorned with virtues. 
llierefore, the new ° pentangle he bore on 
shield and coat, as the man most true of 
speech and tbe knight gentlest of behaviour. 

7."First,he was found faultless in his &v6 
wite; and ag^n the hero failed never in his 
five fingers; iind alt bijafB ance in this woi'ld 
was in the five woundslhiit t!bri«t received 
on the ecoss, as tbe creed tells ; and where- 
soever thi^ man was hard bestead in tbe 
mel^ his pious thongbt was in this above 
all other &inga — to take all bis strength 
from the five joys that the courteous Queen 
of Heaven had of her child. For this cause 
tbe knight had her image comely painted in 
the greater half of bis shield, that when he 
looked down thereupon, hia courage never, 
abated. 'The fifth five that I find that the 
hero used, were generosity and fellowship 
above all things, bb purity and bis cour- 
tesy that never swerved, and pity that 
passes bU qualities. These very five were 
more surely set upon that warrior than upon 
any other. Now all these * were establiahed 
fivefold in this knight, and each one was 
fastened in another that had no end, and 
they were faatened on five pointa that 
foiled, nor met uiywhe 
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•ithwi but fiuif bed alirays witbont eud at 
tteh corner, whereTOr the gams b««ui or 
oaaoliided. Therefore on hia fair ibield thii 
knot wM painted rojall; nith red gold upon 
red guiem. Tbmt ia tbe tme pentangle as 
the people pcopetlj' ckU it Nov waa the 
gaj Gawsia armed. Ha canght up hit lanoa 
right there, and with a goad-daf lie went 
for eTermore. 

8. He apmred hia ateed with tbe apnra 
and aprang on his way ao awiftljr that the 
atone struck ont fire after him. All who 
saw the gentle man sighed in heart, and the 
heroes said all together to each other in their 
loTB tor that comelj knight, " Bj Christ, it 
is a shame that tboD, hero, must be lost, who 
art ao noble of life. In faith it is not easj 
to find bis match npou the earth. To have 
acted more warily wontd have been better 
eoonael; and to have mads you dear one a 
dnke; it would well become bim to be a 
brilliant leader of people here. This would 
have been better tnan to have him utterly 
deatroyed, given over * to an elvish man for 
mere boasting pride. Who ever knew any 
king to take such counsel aa to suffer knight* 
tobe BO tricked for a Christmas game." Much 
warm water weUed from eyea when that 
aeemly sire departed from ths dwellinga 
that day. He made no atop, bnt wightly 
went hia way; many a tiresome paUi he 
rode, aa I beard the book tell. 

9. Now rides this hero, Sir Grawain, 
through the realm of Logres in God'a be- 
half, though to him it aeeuied no play. Oft 
alone eompanionless he lodged at night in 
places where he found not before him the 
fare that he liked. No company bad be bnt 
bis foal by friths and downs, nor nobody 
but God to talk with by the way; till that 
he approached nigh unto North Wales. He 
kept all the Ulea of Anglesey on the left 
side, and fared over tbe fords by tbe fore- 
lands, over at the Holy Head, till he i^ain 
took land in the trildemesa of Wirrel. There 
dwelt but few that loved either God or man 
with good heart. And ever as he fared he/ 
asked of men that he met if they had heard/ 
any talk of a green knight of the ^en 
chapel in any spot thereabout, and all nickedl 
him vrith nay, that nevm in their lif esaw they 
any man of such green hue. The knight took 
atrange roads by many a rongb bank. His 
cheer changed fnll oft ere he saw that chapel. 

1 TbM mcuklnf of tlw mb [• douliUiiL 



10. ManyacliftheoverclimbodinsbwM 
countries; far sundered from his friends, 
lonely he rode. At each ford or water 
where tbe hero pused it were strange if h« 
found not a foe before him, and that io foul 
and ao fell that it behooved bim to fi^t. 
So many marvels iu ths mountains there the 
man found that it were too tedious to tell 
of the tenth part Sometimes he warred 
with serpents, and with wolves also, some- 
times with aavagea that dwelt iu the oliffa; 
both with bulls and bears, and boars some- 
times ; and giants that assailed him from tbe 
high fell. ^Had ha not been donghtv and 
stem, and served God, doubtleBs he had been 
dead and slain full oft. Bnt the warfare 
tried him not so much but that the winter 
was worse, when the cold clear water shed 
from the clouds, and froze ere it mi^ht fall 
to tbe barren earth. Near slain vnth the 
sleet he slept in bis iron more nights than 
enough on naked rocks, where clattering 
from the crest the cold burn ran, and hung 
high over his head in hard icicles. Thoa in 
peril and pain and plights full bard through 
the country wanders this knight all alone 
till Christmas Eve. At that tide 'to Uary 
he made his moan that ahe nught direct bis 
riding and lead him to aome dwelling. 

11. Merrily on the mom he rides by a 
mount into a forest full deep, that was 
sttangely wild. High hills were on each 
aide, and wooda beneath of hoar o^a full 
huge, a hundred together. Ths hazel and 
the hawthorn were twined all together, 
covered everywhere with rough ragged 
moaa, with many unblitbe birda upon bare 
twigs thatj^teoQsly piped there for pain of 
the cold. The knight upon Gringolet rides 
all alone nnder the boughs, through many a 
moaa and mire, mourning for his trials, lust 
he should never survive to iee the service of 
that Sire who on that very night was bom 
of a lady to quell our pain. And therefore 

^sighing he said : " I beseech thee, Lord, and 
Mary, that is mildest mother so dear, for 
some bacbonr where I might properly bear 
mass and thy matins tomorrow. Meekly I 
ask it, and thereto earnestly I pray my pater 
and ave and creed." He rode in hia prayer 
and lamented for hia misdeeds. Oft-times 
he bleased himself, and said, " Chriat's croH 

12. The hero had not croased himself 
more tun thrice ere he was aware in the 
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wood of a dwelling on a hill, above a, cleAT' 
ing, on a mooiit, hidden luideT the bought 
of toanja hnge trea about the ditches; a 
caatle the oomelieit that ever knight owned, 
•et on a prairie, % puk all about, with its 
beantifnl palace, pinnacled full thick, and 
■atronnded with many a tree for mora than 
two miles. The hero gazed at the oottle on 
Uu^t one aide as it dbiminered and shone 
through the fair oaks. Then be htunbly. 
dofEed his helm and devoutly he tbonkedj 
Jesus and St. Julian — whoaie bothgcnliel 
— who courteouslj had directed him aod 
harkened to his ory. " Now bon hostel," 
quoth the man, *' I beseech you yet I " Then 
he spurs Grin golet withiiiB gilt heels, and he 
fnll fortunately takes the way to the obief 
road, that soon brought theheiotothe bridge- 
endinbaat«. The bridge was secorelj lifted, 
the gates looked fast; the walls were well 
amyed ; no wind blast did it feat. 

13. The hero Uiat sat on his horse, abode 
on tha bank of the deep double ditch that 
S^tohed to the place. Tbewallsankiu the 
water wondrous deep, and again a fall huge 
height it towered aloft, of hard hewn stone 
np to the top courses, corbelled under the 
battlement in the best manner ; and above 
fine watch-towers ranged along, with many 
Kood loop-holes that sbowed full clean. A 
better barbican that hero neverlooked upon. 
And farther within he beheld the high hall, 
with towers set full tbickly about, and fair 
and wondrons high filioles with carved tops 
cunningly devised. Chalk'white chimneys 
enough he saw that gleamed fnll white on 
the battlements. So many painted pinnacles 
were set everywhere, built so thicK among 
the crenellations of the castle, that it verily 

' appeared cut out of paper. Fair enough it 
■eemed to the noble knight on his horse if 
he could only attain the shelter within, to 
harbour in that hostel, while the holiday 
lasted. He called, and soon there appeared 
on the vatlarightpleasantporter who took 
his message and greeted the knight ensnt. 

14. " Good sir, quoth Gawaio, " would 
you go my errand to the high lord of this 
bonse to crave harbour 7 " 

" Tea, by Peter," qnotb the porter; " and 
truly I trow that ye are welcome, sir, to 
dwell while you like." 

I'hen the man went again qoicVly, and 
a crowd of folk with him, to receive the 
knigbt. They let down the great draw and 



eagerly ponred out, and kneeled down <m 
their knees upon the cold earth to welcoma 
the hero as it seemed to tliem proper. They 
opened up wide the broad gate for him and 
he raised them courteously, and rode over 
the bridge. Several attendants held his 
saddle while he alighted, and afterwards 
good men enough stebled his steed. Tlien 
knights and squires came down to bring this 
hero joyfnlly mto the hall. When hehfted 
up hii helm people enough hurried to taks 
it at his hand, in order to serve the courte- 
ous one; his sword and his sliield they took 
too. Then he greeted full oourteously the 
knights each one; and many a ptoud man 
pressed there to honour that prince. All 
hasped in his high needs, they led him to 
the nail, where a fair fire bnnied fiercely 
npon the hearth. Then the lord of the 
people oame from his chamber to meet 
courteously the man on the floor. He said, 
" Ye are welcome to wield as you like what 
is here; all is your own to have at your will 
and commandment" *■ Groroen^," quoth 
Gawain. "Christ reward yon for it." Like 
glad heroes either folded the other in his 

15. Grawain looked on the man who 

Ceted him so goodly, and thought it a bold 
o that owned the castle, a huge warrior 
for the nonce, and of great aee. Broad and 
bright was his beard, and all beavei^hned. 
Firm^ited was he on his stalwart limbs; 
with a face as fierce as fire, and a free speech; 
and to the hero he seemed well suited in- 
deed to govern a nation of good people. 

The lord turned to a chamber and 
promptly oommanded to give Gawain a 
retinue to serve him in lowly wise ; and 
there were ready at bis bidding men enough, 
who brought him to a bright bower where 
the bedding was curtains of pure silk with 
clear gold hems, and covettnres light ouri< 
one with comely borders, adorned above 
with bright fur. Curtains running on ropes, 
red gold rings, tapestries of Toulouse and 
Tars hang on the wall, and under foot on 
the floor of the same pattern. There with 
mirthful speeches the hero was d^poiled of 
his burnie and of his bright weeds. Quickly 
men bronght him rich robes that he might 
pick and choose the best for his change. As 
soon as he took one and was wrapped therein, 
thatsat upon him seemly with sailing skirts, 
the hero by hisvisageverilyseemed to well 
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'nigh every mui in looki glowing and lovelj- 
in all hia limbB; it seemed to them tli4t 
ChFistneveFmadeacomelierknight. Wher- 
ever in the world he were, it teemed aa if 
be might be a prince without peei in the 
field where fell men Bght. 

16. A chiur before the chimoey,' where 
charcoal burned, waj prepared for Sir G«- 
waiD richlj with clotha and cushions, upon 
CODnterpaaes that were both fine. And Uien 
ft beaateoui mantle was caat on the man, of a 
brown fabric richly embroidered, and fairly 
furred within with the belt BkiDs, all of 
ermine; the hood of the same. And he sat 
on that settle in seemly rich attire, and 
warmed him tboronghly ; and then bis cheer 
mended. Soon a table was raised up on 
treaties full fair, and set with a clean cloth 
that showed clear white, napkins, salUceU 
lar, and silver spoons. The hero washed 
when he would and went to his meat. Men 
served him seemly enough, — double fold 
as was proper — with pottages various and 
suitable, seasooed in the best manner; and 
many kinda of fish, some baked in bread, 
some broiled on the coals, some boiled, soma 
in Bnnces savoured with spices ; and always 
discourse ao pleasant that it pleased the 
warrior. Full freely and often the hero 
called it a feast right conrteoosl^, when all 
the retainers together praised bim as conr- 
teoiis.' "Do this penance now, and soon 
things will be better I" Right mirthful was 
he for the wine that went to his head. 

17. Then they questioned and bqiiired 
sparingly in ikilful queries pot to the prinoe 
himself, till he courteously acknowledged 
that he whs of the court which noble 
Arthur holds alone, who is the rich, royal 
king of the Round Table; and that it was 
Gawain himself that sits in the house, by 
ebauce come for that Christmas. When the 
lord had learned that he had that hero, he 
laughed aloud, so dear it seemed to Um; 
Wid all the men in the onatle made much 
JOT at appearing promptly in the presence 
of bim who coutains in his own person all 

I In thA old mBUlDff of flrepUoe, flrfl-t)«ok, or gnte. 
> Poniblf th* hoat, imd not Oiwiin. <• tUe lublcct of 
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world his renown is the greatest Each 
warrior said full softly to his companion — 
"Now shall we see couiteons turns of be- 
haviour, and the blameless forms of noble 
talking; what profit there is in speech may 
we learn withoat asking since we have taken 
that fine fother of nurture. God has indeed 
givCD na his grace, who grants us to have 
such a guest aa Gawain, oo account of whose 
birth men sit and sing for ^oy. This hero 
will now teach us what distinguished man- 
ners are ; I think that those ^nio hear him 
will learn how to make love." 

18. When the dinner was done and th« 
dear ones risen, the time was nigh arrived 
at the night Chaplains took their way to 



the chapels, and rang full loudly, as they 
shonld,to the melodious evensongof the higli 
time. The lord turns thither, ajid the lady 



also. Intoacomelyclosetdaiutitysheenters. 
Gawain joyfully proceeds, and goes thither 
straightway. The lord takes him by the 
mantle and leads him to his seat, recognizes 
him openly and calls bim by his name, and 
says he is the welcomest wight in the world. 
And Gawain thanked him thoroughly and 
either embraced the other, and they sat so- 
berly together during the service. Thenthe 
lady desired to look on the knight, aud oame 
from her closet with many fair maidens. 
But she was fturer than all the others in 
flesh and face, in skin and form, in com- 
plexion and demeanour — more beautiful 
than Guinevere, it seemed to the hero. He 
walked through the chancel to greet that 
gracious one. Another lady led her by the 
left hand, that was older than she; an ancient 
lady it seemed, and one highly honoured 
by the knights about her; but unlike to look 
on were the ladies, for if the younger waa 
fair, yellow was the other. Richredontiie 
one bloomed everywhere ; rough wrinkled 
cheeks rolled on the other. The kerchiefs 
of the one broidered with many clear pearls, 
openly displayed her breast and her bright 
throat, which shone clearer than snow that 
falls on the hills. The other covered bez 
neck with a gorget, that wrapped her black 
chin in milk-white pleats. Her forehead 
was completely enveloped in silken folds, 
adorned and tricked * with small ornaments; 
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and D&Qgbt vas bare of thkt ladj bat the 
black brows, tlie two eyei, tbe iioae, and the 
nuked lips ; and thoH were uglj to behold 
and oddly bleared. A graoioiu lady in the j 
land one migbt call hei forsooth I Her body 
was short and thick, her bipi ronod ' and 
^ broad. More pleasant to look on woa the 
being she led. 
■ 19. When GawaJn looked on that bean- 
teoQS one who gazed graoioiuly, he took 
Imve of the lord, and went toward them. 
The eldet he saluted, bowing full low; tba'j 
lovelier he took a little in his arms; be | 
kissed her comely, and knightly he greeted/ 



asked to be their servant if it pleaaed them. 
They took him between them and led bim 
conversing to the fireplace in the parlour; 
and straightway they called for spices, 
which men speeded to bring them unspar- 
ingly, and the pleasant wine therewith each 
time. The lord leaped merrily up full often, 
and saw to it that the mirth never faltered. 
Gaily he snatched ofi bis hood and bung it 
on a, spear, and exhorted them to win it as 
a prize — be to have it ^ who could make 
the most mirth that Christmas tide. "And 
I shall try, by my faith, with the help of my 
friends' to compete with the best, ere I lose 
my apparcL" Thns with laughing mien the 
lord makes merry in order to glad Sir 
Gawain with games in the hall that night. 
When it came time, the king commaiided 
ligbts; Sir Gawain took his leave and went 
to his bed. 

20. On the mom when as every man 
knows God was bom to die for us, joy 
waxes in every dwelling in the world for 
his sake. So it did there on that day, with 
many dainldes at meats and meals, right 
quaint dishes, and brave men on the dais 
dressed in their best. The old ancient wife 
■its the highest, the coortaous lord placed 
by ber,asl trow; Gawain and the gay lady 
together just in the middle, as the courses' 
properly come; and afterwards the rest 
throughout all the boll, as it seemed best 
to them, each man in his degree was prop- 
erly served. There was meat, there was 

1 nb* pHuiliig of bay !■ doubtfiiL 
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mirth, there was much joy, that it were 
arduous for me to tell thereof, though to . 
note it I took pains belike.' But jet I know 
that Gawain and the lovely lady took com- 
fort in each other's company, in the choice 
play of tbeir sharp wits, and the pure coar- / 
tesy of their modest talk ; tbeir disport snr- 
^tued indeed that of any royal game. 
Trumps and drums came pUjing loudly; 
each man minded his own bnsiness, and they 
two minded theirs. 

21. Much delight was taken there that 
day, and the secoiid; and the tbird followed 
as pleaaantly. The joy of St. John's day 
was gentle to hear of; and it was the last of 
the festival, the people considered. Tbere 
were gnests to go upon the grey mom; 
therefore wondrous late they sat up and 
drank the wine, danced full gayly with 
sweet carols. At the last, when it was late, 
they took their leave, each good man to 
wend on bis way. Gawain gave his host 

ipood day; but the good man takes him, and 
ends Mm to his own chamber, by the fire- 
place; and tbere he draws him aside and 
properly thanks him for the great worship 
that be had granted him in honouring bis 
house on that high tide, in embellishing bis 
castle with his good cheer. "Indeed, sir, 
while I live I shallbe the better that Gawain 
has been my guest at God's own feast." 

" Grameroy, sir," quoth Gawain, "ingood 
faith the merit is yours; all the honour 
ii yonr own, — the high Sing reward you; 
and I am your man to work your behest in 
high and in low as I am bound by right." 

The lord eagerly strives to hold the knight 
longer; but Qawain answers him that he 
can in no wise. .-^.^^ 

22. Then the hero asked of him full 
fairly what extraordinary deed had driven 
him at that dear time from the king's court, 
to go all alone so boldly, ere the holidajB 

"For Booth, sir," qnoth the hero, "ye 
■ay bnt the truth; a high errand and a 
ba^tj had me from these dwellings; for 1 
am sommoned to such a place as I know 
not in the world whitherward to wend to 
find it. I would not for all the land in 
Logres fail U> reach it on New Year's mom 
— so our Lord help me. Therefore, sir, 
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this nqneit I require of Ton bere, that ye 
tell me tnil; if evei ;e beard tale of the 
green chapel, where in th« world it ataiids, 
and of the knight green in oolom that keep* 
it. There waa established by statute an 
BgraemeDt between aa that I ibonld meet 
tut man at that landmaik if I oonld but 
Burrive. And of that same New Year there 
noir lacks bat little, and bj God's Son I 
wonhl gladlier look on that person — if 
God would lei me — than wield anj poues- 
rion in the world. Therefore, iudeed — by 

Par good will — it behoovee me to wend; 
have now at my disposnl barelj three 
da^i; and I were as fiun fall dead as fail of 

Then langhing qnoth the lord, " Xow it 
behoovel thee to stay ; for I shall direct yon 
to that spot by the time's end — the green 
ohapel npon the gronnd. Grieve you no 
more; for ye Bhall be in yonr bed, nr, at 
thine ease some days yet, and set out on 
the Arst of the year and come to that pla49e 
at mid-tnorn, to do what yon like. Stay till 
New Tear's day; and rise and p> then. 
Que shall set you on yonr way; it is not 
two milei henoe." 

23. Then was Gawain full glad, and 
■lerrily he laughed; " Now I thank yon es- 
peoially for this above all other thinn ; now 
that my qnesC is achieved, I shaU dwell 
■1 your will, and do whatever else ye de- 
Then the aire soiled him and set him be- 
side him, and let the ladies be fetched to 
please them the better. Fair entertainment 
thev had quietly among themselves; the 
lora in bis jovial, friendly demeanor be- 
haved as a man out oF^ his wits that knew 
not what he did. Then he spake to the 
knight, crying loud, " Ye have agreed to 
do the deed that I bid. Will ye bold this 
best here at once ? " 

"Yea, sir, forsooth," said the tme hero, 
" while I stay in your eastle I shall be obe- 
dieut to your best" 

"Since ye have travelled from afar," 
qnoth the warrior, " and then have sat late 
with me, ye are not well nourished, I know, 
either with sustenance or with sleep. Te 
shall linger in your loft and lie at your ease 
tomorrow till mass time; and go to meat 
when ye vrill with my wife, who shall sit 
Tupaonof 



with yon and oomfort yon with her eom* 
panv till I retnm home; and I shall rise 
early and go hunting." Gawain grants all 
this, boiving courteoualy. 

24. "Yetfnrther,"quoththehero,*'letBS 
make an agreement. Whatsoever I win in 
the Vfood, it shall be yours; and whatsoever 
fortune ye achieve, exchange with me thei«- 
for. Sweet sir, swap we so, sweac tmly, 
whichever one of us gets the worse or the 
better." 

"By God," quoth Gawain the good, "I 
consent thereto; and whatever game yoa 
like, i^reeable it seems to me." 

"On this beverage just brought the bar- 
gain is made," said the lord of that people; 
and both laogbed. 

Then they drank and played and amnsed* 
themselves, these lords and ladies, so long 
as it pleaaed them; and then with polit« 
demeanour and many fair gestures, they 
stood up and lingered a while, and talked 
quietly, kissed fiJl ooroely, and took their 
leave. With many a gay servant and gleam- 
ing torches each hero was brought to bis 
bed full softly at the last. Yet before thej 
went to bed they oft rehearsed the oove- 
nants. The old lord of that people knew 
well how to keep up a jest. 

FYTTE THE THIRD 

1. Full early before the day the folk 
arose ; the guests that would go called their 
grooms, and these hastened to saddle the 
homes, arrange their gear, and truss their 
mails. The great ones arrayed themselves 
to ride, leaped up lightly aud caught their 
bridles, each wight on his way where it 
well pleased him. 

Tbe dear lord of the land was not the 
last; arrayed for tbe riding, with letainerm ' 
full many, he ate a sop * hastily after he 
hftd heard mass, and took his way quickly 
with his bugle to the field. By the time 
that any daylight gleamed npon earth, be 
with his heroes were mounted on their high 
horses. Tbeu these hunters that understood 
it, coupled their hounds, unclosed tbe ken- 
nel doors and called them thereout, blew 
blithely on bugles three simple calls. At 
this tbe brachets * bayed and made a wild 
noise, and the hunters chastised and turned 
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back those that wanderect oft, — a hundred 
bnDters of tbe beat there were, as I have 
heaid tell. To their Rtationi the traoken 
went; hanteTs cast off the oouplea ; and then 
oroee for tbe good blast* great npniar in 
that forest. 

2. At the Gnt noise of the qneat tba 
game quaked; the deer moved down into 
tbe dale, dazed for dread; hurried to the 
height; but quicklj' tbe; were hindered by 
the beaten, who cried Btontif . They let tbe 
harts with the high beads go their waj, the 
wild buoks also with their broad palmB,' 
for the geoeroQB lord had fori>iddeD that 
tbera should any man meddle with the 
male deer in the close seaaon. But the hinds 
were held back with "Hayl" and "Hoi" 
and the does driven with great din to the 
deep glades. There might one see as they 
ran the flight of arrows; at each torn mider 
the bongbs oat flew a shaft, that sayagely 
Int on the brown hide with full broad h^ds. 



eagerly followed them; hnnterH with shrill 
horn hastened after with sooh a reeoond- 
ing ciy as if cliffs had cracked. What game 
escaped the men who shot was all mn down 
and torn at the stands. The deer* were 
pestered at the heights, and worried at tbe 
waters ; the people were so alert at tlie low 
stations, and the greyhounds so great, that 
got them qoickly and pulled them down as 
net asaman conld see. Tbe lord, shouting 
for joy, shot and alighted full oft, and 
passed the day thos with joy tiU tbe dark 



igbt. 



/ 



1. So this lord sports by tbe eaves of tbe 
linden wood, and Gawain the good man lies 
in his gay bed; reposes till the day light 
^eams on the waUs, nnder tbe baantSnl 
owerlets, curtained about And as he fell 
into a doze, faintly he heard a little din at 
the door, then distioctly;' and he heaved 
np his b»d out of the olothes, oanght up a 
comer of bis curtain a little, and watched 
warily in that direction to see what it might 
be. It was the lady, loveliest to behold, who 
drew the door to after her right slyly and 
qiuetlj, and turned toward tiie bed. The 
'' hero grew bashful and laid himself down 
ciuiuingly and pretended that be slept. And 
she stepped qnietly, and stole to his bed, 

I Ths flit, btDid wt ol tbs iMrn. 
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cast np tbe curtain, and crept within, and 
seated herself full softly on the bedside, 
and stayed there surprisingly long, to see 
when he should awake. The man lay pre- 
tending a full great while, bothered m his^ 
conscience what this affair might mean or 
amount to. Marvellous it seemed to him. 
Bat yet he said to himself, "More seemly 
would it be to find out by asking what she 
would." Then he waked, and stretched, and 
turned to her ; unlocked his eyelids, and 
made believe he was amazed, and crossed 
himself with his hand, to be the safer for 
his prayer. With chin and cheek full sweet, 
of mingled white and red, ngbt lovely she 
looked, with her small laughing lips. 

4. "Good morrow. Sir Gawtunl" said 
tliat fair lady. " Ye are a careless sleeper 
when one can enter thus. Now ye are G«^ 
tainly taken; unless we can make a truce 
I shall biod vou in your bad, ye may be 
sure of that I All langhiug the lady shot 
those jests. 

" Good morrow, fair one," qnoth Gaw^ 



right and pray for grace, — and that is tbe 
best course, I judge, for I am in straits." 
And thus he returned the jests with many 
a blithe langh. " But would ye, lovely lady, 
grant ma leave, free * your prisoner and bid 
him rise, I would leave this bed and dress 
myself better. Then I conld talk with yon 
in more comfort." 

" Nay, forsooth, foir sir," said that sweet 
one, "ye shall not risa &om voor bed; I 
shall manage yon better. I shall tie yon 
up securely,' and afterwards talk with mv 
knight that I have oaught; for I ween weU, 
ye are indeed Sir Gawain, whom all the 
vrorld worships whoreso ye ride. Your 
honour, your courtesy, is heartily praised, 
by lords, by ladies, by all alive; and now 
ye are here, forsooth, and we all alone. My 
lord and his people are gone far away; the 
other men in their beds, and my maidens 
also; the door shut and closed with a strong 
hasp; and since I have in this house him 
whom all like, I shall make good use of my 
tdine while it lasts. Ye are welcome to my 
person, to do whatever jon wish; Iftm per< 
iwce, andinust remain, your servant." 
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6. "lo good fftitb," quoth Gawaiii, "ft 
(Mat pnTiTege it Beema to me — though I 
be aoC now he that je apeak of. To reach 
■Dch TereTence as ;e rebeame bete, I am a 
man Dnworthj, I know well. Bj God, I 
should be glad — if it leemed good to you 

— U> do what I might in speech or in serr- 
iee to enhanee your worship;* — it were a 
pare joy." 

" In good faith, Sir Gawain," quoth the 
gay lady, " if I should speak ill at the fame 
and the proweu that pleases all others, or 
esteem it light, it wonld show bat small 
discemmeat.* But there are ladies eaon^h 
who were liefer have this oonrteoua one m 
their power — aa I have thee here, — to 
dally dearly with jour dainty woida, to 
oomiort tbemaelTss and dispel their cores, 

— than much of the treasure and gold that 
Ihey have. But I praise the Lord who rules 
the skies that through his grace I have 
wholly in my hand that which all desire." 

Great cheer she that was so fair of face 
made him; the knight with discreet speeches 
answered her every proposal. 

6. " Madame," quoth the merry man, 
"Mary reward you, for iu good faith I 
have found your generosity noble. People 
judge a person's deads largely from the ao- 
' counts of others;* but the rraise that they 
accord my deserts is but idlB. It is simply 
your owQ nobility, who know nothing but 

"By Mary," quoth the gracious one, 
" metlunka it is otherwise ; fur wore I 
worth all the store of women alive, and all 
the wealth of the world were in my bauds, 
and I should bargain and choose to get me 
. a lord, then for the good truta that I 
have found in the knight here, of beauty 
and graciousness and gay seeming, and 
from what I have heard before and hold 
in this oase to be true, there should no hero 
in the world be chosen before you." 

"Indeed, worthy one," quoth the hero,, 
"ye might* have chosen much better; but 
I am proud of the estimation that ye put 
npon me; and aa your devoted servant I 
hold you my sovereign, and yonr knight 
I become; and Christ pay you for it." 

Thus they spoke of various things till 
past the midmom; and ever the lady be- 



haved sa if she loved him much. But the 
hero fared with caution and made courtaons 
pretences. " Though I were the fairest of 
women," mused the lady, " little love would 
he show, beoauae of the danger tiiat he seeks 
without reproach — the blow that may slay 
him, but must needs be undergone. The 
lady then asked leave, and he granted her 
full soon. 

7. Then she ^ve him good day, and ti 
a sudden laughed; and as she stood there 
she astonished him with right sharp words: 
"Now may he that speeds each speech, paj 
you fur this entertainment; but that ye are 
Gawain, it goes not in my mind." ° 

" Where£ire ? " quoth the hero; and 
esgerly he asks, afiaid lest he had failed 
the performance of his design.' Bnt tbo 
ly blessed him and spake in this wise; 
good aa Gawain is properly 
held — and courtesy ia closed so entirely 
in him — could not easily have lingered so 
long with a lady but he had on some trifling 
excuse or other' courteously craved a kisa/* 
Then said Gawain, " Indeed, be it as yoa 
like; I shall kiaa at your commondnient oa 
beoomes a knight, and feac* lest he dis- 
please you; so urge that plea no more." 
at that and takes him 









s the 



i; atoops gfaciously down a 
They courteously e ' 



each other to Christ. She goes forth at the 
door without more ado, and he prepares to 
rise, and hurries amain ; calls to his cham- 
berlain, chooses his weeds, steps forth 
blithely to mass when ha is ready; and then 
ha goes to his meat, behaving always eour- 
teously, and makes merry tul day till the 
bright moon rises. Never was a hero fairer 
entertained by two such worthy dames, the 
older and the younger. Much disport t)iey 
make together. .'-' 

8. And ever the lord of the land is bound 
on his sport, to hunt in holts and heath at 
barren hinds. Such a sum of does and of 
other deer he slew there by the time the 
sun was low, that it were a marvel to esti- 
mato. Then eagerly they all flocked to- 
gether at the last ; and quickly of the slain 
deer they mode a quarry. The leaden 
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hutened thereto witb men enoagli; gath- 
eted the greatest of greaae,' and prcweeded 
[soperly to nndo' tttem U the oooajion de> 
manda. Some that were there tried them 
at the assaj ' and fonniJ two fingers of fat 
on the leanest of alL Afterwards they Blit 
the slot,* seized the arbet,* out it free with 
a sharp knife, and tied it * up. Next they 
ant down along the four limbs and rent off 
the hide; then they opened the belly, took 
oat the pannch, cutting eagerly, and laid 
aside the knot.' They began at the throat 
■gain and skilfully diTiiwd the weoaand 
from the windpipe and threw out the guts. 
Then they ont ont the skoulden with their 
eharp knives, and pulled them through by a 
little hole, BO M to have whole sides. Mezt 
they divided the breast, and ont it in two; 
and ouoe more they began at the throa^ 
split the beast qnieklj rigot np to the crotch, 
took ont the adTanoers,' and immediately 
severed all the fillets by the ribs, and toM 
them off properly along the backbone even 
to the hanuoh, — all of which hung to- 



tinmbles,' as it is rightly called. At the 
fork of the thighs they cot the flaps behind ; 
hastily they hewed the oaroasB in two, utd 
y severed it along the backbone. 

9. Both the bead and the neek tbey 
be wed off then, and afterwards they 
anodered the sides swiftly from the chine, 
and the corbie's fee"' tbey cast in a green 
tree. Then tbey pierced either thick side 
throngh by the rib, and bnng them each by 
the bocks of the hannches — each man for 
bis fee, as it befell him to have it. Upon a 
Ain of a f(ur beast they fed their hounds 
with the liver and the lights, the leather 
of the panncbes, and bread betbcd in 
blood minglfd tbereamong, Londly they 
blew the pri2«, and bayed their hounds; 
timi they started to.cRrry home their meat, 
blowing full stoutly many lond notes. By the 
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time daylight was done the band had all 
arrived at the comely castle, where the 
knight is quietW waiting in comfort besido 
a bright nre. When the lord arrived and 



in the ball all the household, Bud both the 
ladies to come down with their maids. Be* 
fore all the folk on the floor be bade men 
fetch his venison before him; and all in 
merry sport he called Gawain, told him th« 
namber of the choice beasts, and showed 
him the fat meat cut from " the ribs ; " Bow 



like you this plav ? Hare I w 
Have I proj 
woodcraft ?" 



Have I properly earned thanks by my 



Yes, indeed," qnoth the other hero; 
"bere is the fairest store that 1 saw this 
seven year in the season of winter." 

"And all I give you, Gawain," qnoth 
the host, then; "for by onr plighted cov- 
enant you can olaim it as your own." 

"That ia true," replied the hero, " and I 
say to you the same; I too have won this 
worthy thing within doors; and 1 am sure 
that with quite as goodwill it belongs to 
yon." He tbrows ms arms about his fur 
neck and kisses him as courteously as ho' 
knew how. "Take you there my meroban- 
dise; I have won no more; though I shonld 
give it up willingly even if it were greater." 

<> It is good, qnoth the go^ man; 
"giamercy therefor. Perchsnoe it might 
be better if yon would tell me where yon 
won this same favour by yonr own ^ wit.'' 

" That was not the agreement," said be; 
"ask me no more, for ye have got all that 
belongs to yon, be sure of that. 

They langhed and made merry in low 
tones; then tbey went quickly to supper 
with new dainties enough. 

11. And afterwards as they tat by a flra- 
place in a chamber, servants poured to 
them oft tiie choice wme; aijd again in 
their jesting they agreed to make the same 
bargam on the morning that tbe^ made be- 
fore, — whatsoever chance betide to ei- 
ohange their winnings at ni^fat when they 
met, whatsoever new they wm. They made 
this agreement before all the oonrt, and 
the bevemge was bronght forth merrily at 
that time." Then at length they politely 
todk leave; and everybody hurried to bed 
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When the cock bad crowed uid oaokled 
but thrice, the lord had leaped fiom bis 
bed; lUcewiae his foUowera each one, bo 
that the meat and the inaH were promptly 
despatched, and the troop ready for the 
cbase in Uie wood eie any day sprang. 
With hantecs and horns they paiaed t]m>iigh 
the plains, and unooDpled the raoing hounds 
, amoDg the thorns. 
y, 12. Soon they heard the csey of the dogs 
by a marsh side. The huntsman encouraged 
the boDDda that first canght the scent, 

' bailed sharp words at tham with a great 

noise. The Donnds that heard it hastened 

-; thither qoicklj, and fell immediately to the 

•cent, fort^ at oace. Then there rose snch 
a reBonnding cry of gathered hounds that 
the rooks atwut rant*. The hnnters cheered 
them with horn and with month; then all 
together they swung in a troop between a 

Eiol in that wood and a wild crag. On a 
II, beside a cliff at the side of the bog, 
where the rough rock was rudely fallen, 
they fared to the finding, and the hunters 
after them. Tbe men surrounded both the 
r rook and the hill, because they knew well 

?I that he was within them, — the beast that 

'i tbe bloodbonnds were proclaiming there. 

Th«n they beat on the boshes and bade 
b him rise up, and he savagely rushed ont 

athwart the men, the most formidable of 
•wine. Long since had be left the herd 
'_ on account of his age, for he w&s a huge 

V beast, tbe greatest of boara. His grinders 

I when be grunted grieved many, for at his 

. first burst he ttimst three to the earth, and 
I] Bp^^ hastily forth at great speed without 

• respite. And they hallooed " High I " fall 

' loudly, and cried " Hay, hay I " With horns 

to mouth lustily they blew tbe recheat.' 
Many were the merry cries of men and of 
I, bounds that hastenad after this boar with 

', hue and cry to kill him. Full oft he bides 

J- at bay, and maims the pack in the mSl^. 

He hurts many of the bounds and griev- 
oasly they howl and yell. 

13. Tbe banters pushed forwant then to 
■hoot at him, aimed at him with their ar- 
rows and bit bim often. But the shafts that 
struck on his shields,' give way at the pith, 
and the barbs wonld not bite on his brawn 
though the shaven shafts shirered m pieces; 
the bead hopped out again wbereaoeTBi it 
t A 4ttU for ooUflctliiff tbe hcnAdsi 



hit. But when the dinta of their k«cii 
strokes soared bim, then mad for destrD»< 
tion be rushed on the men, did them sors 
bnrt where he burled forth, and many a one 
grew wary thereat and gave back a little. 
But the lord on a light horse hnrries after 
him, blowing bis hi^le like a bold hero. 
He winds tbe recheat as he rides tbmagli j 

thick groT«a, following this wild iwine ' 

till the sun declined. Thns they drive on 
tbe day with such doings while our lovely 
hero lies comfortably in bis bed at home in 
clothes full rich of hue. The lady did not 
forget; she came to greet him; full early 
she was by him to change bis mind. j^ 

14. She comes to the curtain and p^ps 
at the knight. Sir Gawain at once weloomea 
her worthay, and she returns his greeting 
right promptly, seats herself softly by lus 
side, lau^B openly, and with a lovely look 
addresses these words to him: " Sir, if ye 
be Gawain, it seems to me a very Btraugfl 
thing that a man of such quality should 
not follow tbe oonvenUona of good society; 
and should aftor making acquaintance vrith 
a person cast him utterly from his mind. 
Tbon hast already forgotten what I taught 

Eu yesterday in the best language that I 
ew." 

" What is that ? " qnoth the hero. " Foi> 
Booth I know not If what ye say be true, 
I am to blame." 



nance is known, qolckly to claim a kiss; 
that becomes every kuigbt who practices 
courtesy." 

" Cease sack speech, my dear lady," said 
tbe ready man. " I durst not claim it lest 
I shonld De denied. If I proposed and were 
refused, I should certamly be wrong in 
proffering." 

" By my fiutb," qnoth the lovely dame, 
" ye cannot be refused. Ye are strong 
enough to eompel it by strength if ye 
pleased, supposing any were so ill-bred as 






speech is good; but violence is considered 
discourteous among my people, as is any 
gift that is not given with a good will. I 



am at your command to kiss when ye like. 
Ye may begin when ye please, and leave 
off whenever it likes von." 
Tbe Udf stoops oown and graoefnllf 
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kiisM hia faoe. Tbtj oonveiM long of the 
fears and jo]rB of love. 

15. "I should Uke to know fram yoo, 
sir," Mid tbe pMtleti Udj, " if it vexei 
yon not, — what might be the reuon that m 
yonng ajA lo galLuit penoa fts ye uoir are, 
oue lo courteous and so knightly as ys aie 
known everywhere to be, Aiwe never tpolxn 
of love.'' For in relating the peJna of tme^ 
kuigfata, the chief thing praised in all of 
chivalry is the royal sport of lore, — and 
ttw soieooe of arms: it is the title, token, 
and text of their works; bow heroes for 
their true love adventured their lives, eu- 
duired for their sneetbearta doleful hours, 
and afterwarda BTenged themselves by their 
Talonr; dispersed their care, and brought 
bliss to bower, with plenteoiis rewards for 
themselves. AJid ye are the moat renowned 
knight of your time; yonr fame and yous 
worship walks everywhere, — and now 1 
have sat by yon here two separate times, 
yet have I never heard from your head a 
single word that pertained at all to love, 
less or more. And ye, that are so courte- 
bus and so distinguished in your towb, 
onght willingly to show and teach to a 

Jonn g th ing some tokens of the art of true 
»vo. Why are ye so rude who are ao praised? 
Is it that ye deem me too dull to hearken 
to your dalliance? For shame 1 I came 
hither all alone to sit and learn from you 
some accomplishment : do teach me part of 
yoor skit] while my lord is from borne." 

16. "In good faith," qnoth Gawain, 
"God reward yon 1 Great ia the entertaia- 
tttent, and huge the pteaanre to me, that ao 
worthy a one as ye would oome hither, and 
take pains with ao poor a man, and play 
with yonr knight in any wise; it delights 
me. But to take npon myself the task of 
exipoanding true lore, of touching npon the 
theme* of that text, and tales of arms be- 
fore yoii, who I wot well have more kuowl' 
edge of that sort by the half than I or a 
bnndred such have, or ever shall have so 
long as I lire, — that were a manifold foUv 
by my troth, dear one. Bnt I would work 

KDT will with all my might, highly be- 
Ideu to yon as I am; aiM I wish eTer- 
more to 6b yonr servant, so God aave me." 
Thus the fair lady besought bim, and 

ppUad br tha 



tried htm oft, for to hare won him to 
wrong, — whatever it was she pniposad; 
but he defended himself so fairly that no .. 
fault appeared, nor any evil on either side; 
they knew nought but joy. They laughed 
and played a long time, till at last she 
kiaaed bun, took her leave fairly, and went 

17. Then the hero bestirred himaelf and 
rose to the mass; and afternrards their dia> 
ner was dight and splendidly served. The 
hero sported with the ladies all d^, bnt 
the lord raced over the land full o», fol>t 
lowing his uncouth swine, that rushed aIongJ>^ 
the banks and bit in sunder the baoka of bS 
best btacheta.* There he abode at his bay 
till bowmen broke it, and maugre hia bead 
made him move forth. Many fell arrows 
there dew when the folk gathered abont, 
but yet at times be made the atoatest to 
start; till at the laat be waa so weary be 
could no more run; but with the baste tbat 
be might he won to a bole in a cleft by k 
rock, where the bum runs. He got the 
bank at his back and began to scrape; tlw 
ugly froth foamed from the oomers of hit 
month, and he whet his white tusks. It 
was not pleasant for all the bold hunten 
that stood abont him to approach bim even 
remotely; and to go nigh him durst none 
for fear of harm. He had hurt ao many 
before, that all seemed then full loath toM 



18. When the knight came himself, rein- 
ing his steed, and saw him bide at the bay 
near his men, he lighted nimbly down, 
left bis oonraer, pulled out a bright brand 
and boldly strode forth, and hurried fast 
through ibe stream where the felt one 
abode. The wild oreatnie was ware of the 
wight with weapon in hand, and heaved 
on high his hairs; so fiercely he anorted 
that many feared for their lord lest to him 
befell the worse. The swine mshed directly 
upon the hero, so that man and boar were 
both in a heap in the wildest of the water; 
bnt the boar had the worse, for the man 
marked him well as they first met and skil- 
fully set his point ezaotly in the slot,* 
pierced him up to the hilt so that hia heart 
split, and he gave nay squealing and went 
quickly down tJiewat«r. A hundred hoanda 
seized him and fleroely bit on him. Men 



.dbyCoogle 



SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 



bTonght him to land and the dogs fluiohed 

19. Ther« wm blowing of the prize * on 
nunj a tond bom, high halloing aloft by 
migbtj boutera ; bt&cheti bayed the beast 
oa the masters bode wlio were tbe chief 
hantamen of that swift chase. Then a wight 
that was wise in woodoiaft begins skilfullf 
to aulaue ' this boar. First he hews off its 
bead and seta it on hi^h; and afterwards 
BpUts h'T" all dowQ his rongh back, and 
takes out the bowels and singes them on 
tbe ooala; then with bread mingled with 
these, he rewsrda his hounds. Afterwards 
he onts the brawn in fine broad shields, and 
has oot the haitleti * in tbe proper man- 
ner. And DOW thej bind the halves all whole 
together, and afterwatda stontlj hang them 
on a stiff staff. Now with this aame swine 
thej take their war home. The boar's 
head was home bef'ote the warrior who 
slew him at tlia stream through the force 
of his own strong hand. It seemed long to 
him until he aaw Sir Gawiuu in the ball; 
then be called, and Gawun came promptly 
to take hia fees there. 

20. Tbe lord jested * full loudly, and 
merrilj he laughed when he saw Sir Ga- 
wain; with pleasure he spoke. The good 
ladies were called and the household gath- 
ered. He showed them the shields and told 
them tbe tale of tbe girth ' and length of the 
wild swine; and also of hia Tioionaneas in 
tbe wood where he fled. That other knight 
full oomelj commended bis deeds, and 

Cised it as a great bag that he had made; 
such a brawn of a oeaet, the bold man 
said, nor anch sides of a swine, saw he 
never before. Then ths; handled the huge 
head; the conrteona man praised it and 
made mueh of it to honont the lord. 

"Now Gawain," qnotb the good nan, 
"this game is yonr own, by fine and fast 
foreword, tmly ye know." 

"It is Booth," qnoth the hero; "and as 
truely all my getting I shall giro you in 
turn, by my troth." He took the 
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"Now we are sTeii," qnotb tbe warrior, 
" tonight of all the eoveuauts that we knit 
by law since I came hither." 

Said the lord, " fiy St. Giles, ye are tba 
best that I know I Ye will be rioh in » 
abort time, if ye drive sneh chaffer 1 " 

21. Then they raised tables aloft on 
trestles, and oaat cloths upon them. Thtt 
clear light then appeared along the walls, 
aa men set and distributed waien torehea 
all about the ball. Much mirth and glee 
rose up therein, about tbe flee on tbe heutb, 
and iu various wise at tbe supper and after. 
Many noble songs they sang, aa Christmas 
caro^ and new dance tunes, with all the 
mannerly mirth that a, man can tell of. And 
ever our lovely knight sat beside the lady. 
Snob seemly cheer she made to tbe bero, 
sought with sooh sly stolen^ glances to please 
tbe stalwart one, that the wigbt was all 
amazed, and wroth with himself. But he 
would not on account of hie breeding t«. 
prove her, but responded in all oonrtesy, 
howsoever ontrageoua abe might be. When 
thevbad played m the ball as loug as their 
will lasted, the lord called to bed wards, and 
to tbe room with a fireplace they passed. 

22. And there tbey drank and talked, 
and the lord proposed again to make the 
same arrangement for New Tear's Eve. 
But the knight craved leave to depart on 
tbe morn, for it was nigh at the term that 
he must keep. The lord hindered him from 
that, persuaded bim to linger, and said, 
" As I am true man, I pledge my troth 
thou sbalt reach the men chapel to do thy 
tasks, sir, by New Year's light, long be- 
fore prime. Therefore lie in thy loft and 



take thine e 



i; and I shall bunt in this 



for I have tried thee twice, uid faithful I 
find thee; now, 'third lame, best time.'* 
Think on the morrow. Make we merry 
while we may, and be joyful ; for a man can 
oatoh trouble whensoever he likes." 

This was readily granted and Gawl^ 
stayed. Drink was qoiokly brought to them, 
and to bed tbay went with lights. Sir Ga- 
wain lay and slept full atill and soft all 
night; tne lord, mindful of bis hunting, was 
dight full early. 
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23. After mui he and his men took a 
mOMel. Merr7wasthemoniiiig. Haatkifor 

his monat, ai^ M the iportsmen who should 
MOompau J himon hone were ready moniited 
<ai their steeds before the hall gates. Won- 
drouB fair nas the field, for the frott still 
liiigei«d. The ana rose in a raok of ruddv 
jed, and drove all the clonds from the wel- 
kin. The hunteia oncoDpled hj a holt lide, 
and the rocks in the forest rang for the 
nmae of their horns. Some dogs fell on a 
■oent where the fox bad loitered; followed 



uTaged him, and his fellows hj 



ened after, panting thickly. They ran forth 
in a rabble on Reyuard's very trick, and he 
harried before them. Soon they found him; 
sod when the j actnally saw him they chased 
him last, baying him full fiercely witli a 
huge noise. And he ttanta* and tnzni 
throagh maiiT a rough grove; doubles and 
hearkens by hedges full often. At the last 
by a little dicoh be leaps over a spiunr, 
Hid steals out full stilly by a tough Taud.^ 
Half escaped from the wood he torna with 
wiles from the hounds; but then he arriTed, 
ere he knew it, at a ohoseti stand, where in 
an instant three stout banters in gray 
threatened him at once. He blenched again 
quickly, and bravely started ofF; with all 
tne woe in the world, he turned away to the 
wood. 

24. Then wa« it a pure joy to listen to the 
hounds, when all the gathered mate* got 
view of him. The cry they set on bis head at 
the sight was as it tdl the resounding cliffs 
had clattered down in a heap. Here he was 
halloed when the hunters met him, loudly 
cried upon with noisy calls; there he was 
threatened and often called thief; and ever 
the ticklers were at his tail so that he conld 
not tarry. Oft he was mn at when be raked 
out, and oft he reeled in anin, go wily was 
Beynard. And ever he led the bespattered 
lord and bis troop in this manner among the 
hills, now in them, now over, now under, 
while the cooiteons knight at home slept 
wbolesotnely within the comely cnrtaina on 
the cold mom. 

But the lady for love cared not to sleep 



bMit; 



o give up the purpose that bod( 
;; hot up she rose quickly and b 



took her 



way thither in a gay mantle meetly reacl^ 
iuf to the earth, end furred full fine with 
skms of the best. No ornaments of gold on 
her head; bat only the bright stones set 
about her treasour" in clusters of twenty. 
With her fair face and her lovely throat 
all naked, her breast bare before and be- 
hind too, she comes within the chamber 
door and closes it after her, throws np a 
window and calls on the wight, and smartly 
thus stirred him with ber faur cheery words. 
" Ah man, how can you sleep, this morning 
is BO clear ! " Though be was drowsing 
deep, yet could be hear her. 

26. la the dreary depths of a dream the 
noble was sunk, like a man suffering from 
many sad thoughts, how destiny should 
dight i^im'bis weird at the green chapel 
that day when he met the man, and had to 
abide his buffet without more debate. But 
when he had fairly recovered his wits, he 
emerged from bis dreams and answered 
with haste. The lovely lady came laughing 
sweetly, stooped over big fair face and 
conrteously kissed him. He welcomed her 
worthily with choice cheer. To see her so 
glorious, and so gaily attired, so faultless 
of featnre, and bo lovely of colour, wanned 
his heart with welling joy. With smooth 
and gracious smiling they straightway 
waxed mirthful. All was bliss and good 
cheer that passed between them. Tbey ex- 
changed goodly words; mnch happiness they 
felt, and great was the peril between tltem, 
unless Mary thought of her knig;ht. 

26. For that oeauteoos pnncess con- 
strained him so sorely, and the danger 
tressed him so nigh, that of necessity it 
behooved him ei^er accept her love or 
rudely refuse it. He thought much of his 
ooortesy, lest be should prove a clown; and 
more on his villainy if he should do sin, and 
be traitor to the hero who owned the castle. 
"God shieldl" quoth the warrior, "that 
shall not befall 1 '* With a little lovo-dalli- 
anoe he laid aside all the pointed speeches 
that sprang from her moutli. 

Qnoth the lady to the hero: "Tedeserve 
blame if ye love not her who is so near 
yon, — of all creatures in the world most 
wounded in heart;— unless indeed ye have 
a sweetheart, a dearer being, that pleases 
you better, and ye have plighted faith so 
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not the tmth with guile. 

"By St. John I ^ Mid the knight, >nd 
eoDrtaoiulj he •miied, " I bftve none, and 
none will I have." 

27. "That is the wont of all I" quoth 
the lady. "lam answered indeed, to my 
■arrow. Kis* me now eoinelj and I ihall 
go heooe. I can only mourn in theworldaa 
a maid that loTed much." 

Sighing (he atooped down and kissed him 
■eemi J ; and then sne severed from him, and 
•aid as she stood, "Now, dear, at this de- 
parting do me this ootofort; give me some- 
what of thj rift, thj- glove if it might be, 
that I may uink on mee, sir, to lesaen my 
mourning-" 

"Now in truth," qnoth that man, "I 
would I had bere for thy love, the dearest 
thing that I wield ; for truly ye have right 
oft in reason deserved a greater reward 
than I eonld reekon. But to exchange with 
yon love-tokens, that would profit but little. 
It is not for yoor honor to have at this ' ' 



oonth, and have no men with mails full of 
precious things for reuiembrances at this 
moment ; and that mblikes me, lady. But 
every man most act according to his cir- 
oumstances, and none should take it ill or 

"Now, coarfeooB and hononrable one," 

Jnoth that lovesome lady, "though I shall 
ave nothing of yours, yet shall ye have of 

28. She reached him a rioh ring of red 
gold work with a gleamiug stone standiag 
aloft, that shed blushing beams like the 
bright sun; know ye weU it was worth 
WMlth full huge. But the man refused it, 
•nd readily he said: "I desire no great 
gifts, my ^y one, at this time. I have 
. naught to give jou, and naught will I take." 

She offered it him full pressiugly, and 
he refused her offer, and swore swiftly on 
bis sooth that he would not take it. And 
she sorrowed that he refused, and said 
thereafter, " If ye refuse my ring, since it 
seems too rioh, and ye would not be so highly 
beholden to me, I shall give you my gi«Ue, 
that will enrich yon less." 



silk, and ornamented with g<dd, broidc 
all around, decked with fringes;t and that 
she offered to the hero, and ^ily besoaght 
that, though it were unworthy, he would 
take it. And he denied that he woidd in 
any wise take either gold or present ere 
God sent bim grace to achieve the chance 
that he had cbosen there. " And therefore, 
I pray yon, be not displeased, and give over 
your attempt; for I intend never to consent. 
I am dearly beholden to you because of 
yonr entertainment; and ever in hot and in 
cold I will be your true servant." 

29. "Mow refuse ^e this silk," aaJA the 
lady then, " because it is simple in itself, aa 
it certainly teems to be ? Lo I little it is, 
and less it is worth ; but whoso knew the 
virtues that are knit therein, be would e^ 
teem it at a greater price ^radventurej 
-for whatsoever man is girt with this green 
lace, while he has it fittingly wrapped 
about him, tliere is no warrior under heaven 
than can wound him; for be could not be 
slain by any devioe in the world." 

Then the knight paused, and it came to 
his heart that it would be a jewel for the 
peril that awaited him when he arrived at 
the chapel to undergo fais ordeal. Conld he 
manage to be nnslain, thatwereanoble de- 
vice. Then be indulged her entreaties and 
suffered her to speak; and she pressed the 
belt on him and offered it to tiim eagerly. 
And be accepted it, and she gave it htm with 
a good will, and besought him for her aake 
never to discover it, but>to conceal it loy- 
ally from her lord. The man agreed that 
never person should know it indeed bnt 
they twain. Full oft he thanked her, right 
glad in heart and thought. By that she had 
kissed the stout knight three times. 

30. Then she takes her leave and leaves 
bim there, for more entortainment she could 
not get from that man. When she vras gone 
Sir ua wain bestirs himself, rises and dresses 
in noble array. He lays up tbe love-laoe the 
lady had given him, hides it full cleverly 
where he can find it again. Then promptly 
be takes his way to the chapel ; quietly ap- 
proaches to the priest and prays him tbera 

' BetLdlng /ITIBJM lor US.fi/nffrei; «»■« nvrkecp 
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tBftt be would etevato his life, and teac)t| 
bim better how his Boul should be Bared 
when he shoold go hanoe. Then be ahiiveBl 
him cleonlj and shows his miidseds, both' 
the more and the less, beseeches meroj, and 
begs for absolutioo. And the priest asioila 
kim thorouebly and set him as dean as if 
doomsday had been due on the morrow. 
And afterwards Gawain makes more mirth 
unong the fair Udies that day with comely 
carols and all kinds of jor than ever he did 
before, till the dark night. Everyone had 

Elensare of him there, and said indeed that 
e had never been so merrj since he came 
hither. 
y^ 31. Now let him linger in that place, 
where maj love betide liim. The lord is 
■till in the field leadine bis men. He has 
overtaken this foi that he followed so long, 
as he sprinted over a spiitay to spy the tas- 
oal, where he heand the hounds that has- 
tened fast after him. Beynard came run- 
ning through a rough erove, and all the 
rabble in a rout right at Lis heels. The man 
was ware of the game, and warily abode; 
pulled out his bright brand and struck at 
the beast; and be dodged from the sharp 
weapon and would have tnmed; but a dog 
aeized him ere ha oould, and right before 
the horse's feet they all fell on him and 
worried this wily one with a great noise. 
The lord lighted qnickly, and caught him 
forthwith; pulled him full hastily out of 
the dogs' mouths, and holding him high over 
bishead, halloed fast; and there many fierce 
honnds bayed bim. Hnnters hied them thith- 
er with horns full many, ever blowing tbe 
recheat ' till they saw the hero. As soon as 
his noble company was come, all that bare 
bugle blew at once, and all the others that 
had no horns halloed. It was the merri- 
est mute' that ever men heard — the rich 
riot tfant there was raised for Reynard's 
■odL They rewarded the hounds there, 
stroked them and robbed their heads; and 
afterwards they took Beynard and torued 
off his coat. 

32. And then they hastened home, for it 
waa nigh night, blowing full stoutly in their 
ereat homa. The lord alighted at last at 
his dear home, found fite on the floor, and 
tbe iwro beside it. Sir Gswajn the good, 
that glad was withal amvng the ladies; in 



their love he had much joy. He wore a 
mantle of blue that reached to the earth; 
his surcoat, that was softly furred, became 
him well; and his hood of the same hung 
on bis shoulder. Trimmed all about with 
fine fur were both. He met this good man 
in the middle of the floor, and all joyfully 
he greeted him, and goodly he said: "Now 
I shall fulfill our covenant, that we have 
just made, where no drink was spared." 
Then he embraces the knight and kisMfl 
him thiice with aa much gusto and as sober- 
ly as he could give them. 

" By Christ! " quoth tbs other knight, 
" ye get much bliss in the profits of this 
business — if ye drive good bargains I " 

" Of the bargain, no matter," quoth curt- 
ly that other, "so long as the debts that I 
owed are properly paid." 

offering ie 

this day, and naiwht have I got but this 
fonl foi-fell; the fiend have the good onesi 
And that is full poor to pay for such fine 
things as ye have given me here, three such 

"It is enough," qnotb Sir Gawain; "I 

thank yon, by the rood." And as they stood 
there the lord told him how the iot. waa 



ith mirth and minstrelsy, with 
meats at their will, tbey made as merry as 
any men conld. With langhing of ladies, 
with merry jests, Gawain and the good man 
were both as glad aa if the court were mad, 
or else drank. Both the man and bis retinue 
made many jokes till the season arrived 
when tbey must sever; the men had to go 
to their beds at last. Then humbly this 
gentle man takes his leave of the lord first; 
and fairly he thanks him. " For such a joy- 
ous sojourn as I have had here, for the 
honor you have shown me at this high feast, 
the high king reward you I I can only give 
you myself to be one of yonr men, if that 
pleases you. For I must needs, as ye know, 
proceed, tomorrow, if ya will grant me 
some man to show, as you promised, tbe 
way to the green chapel, as God will snffer 
me to take ou New dear's day the doom of 
my fate." 

" In good faith," qnoth the good man, 
" with a good will I All that ever I prom- 
issd you, I will perform." Therewith he 
assigns a servant to set him in the way, and 
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oondnct him b; the downa, that he Bhould 
without heiitatioD travel through the foreat 
■ltd fare at the best in the wood(. The lord 
Uuiiiked Gawaiu for the worship be had 
beea willing to show him. Then the knigbt 
took his leave of the beaatif ul ladies. 

34. With cftre and with kitsing he speaki 
to thetn, and mtaij eameit thanks he 
presseB upon them. And thej returned him 
the same again promptly; they entiusted 
him to Christ with sighingB fnll sad. After- 
muds he graciouslj departs from the house- 
hold ; each man that he met he thanked him 
for his service and his solaoe, and the vari- 
tma pains with which they had been busy to 
Mrve him. And each man was ss sad to 
•ever from him there as if theyhad ever 
dwelt worthily with that hero. Then with 
people and with light he was led to his 
ebambei and blithelv brought to bed to be 
ftt his rest. Whether he slept sonndlj I dare 
Dot say, for he had mnoh to think of on the 
morrow if he would. Let bim lie there; he 
was near what he sought. If ye will be still 
ft while I shall tell you bow Uiey faied. 

FYTTE THE FOURTH 

1. Now ni^^ the New Year, and the 
night patues. The day drives on to the dark, 
as God bids ; but outside wild storms wak- 
ened in the world; clouds cast the cold 
keenly to the earth; with discomfort enough 
to the naked, the aoowfrom the north flew 
sharply, and nipped the game. The bluster- 
ing wind blew from the heights, and drove 
each dale fnll of great drifts. The man who 
lay in his Iwd heard it right well; though 
he locks bis lids, full little he sleeps. By 
each cock that crew he knew well the hour. 
Promptly be leaped up ere the day sprang, 
for there was the light of a lamp that 
gleamed in his chamber. He called to his 
chamberlain, who quickly answered bim, 
and bade him bring bis buruie and saddle 
his horse. The chamberlain gets up and 
fetches him his weeds, and arrays Sir 
Gawain in proper fashion. First he dressed 
him in his clothes to keep ont the cold, and 
then he put on the rest of bis harness, that 
had been well kept, both mail and plate, 
and brigbtlv polished. The rings of his rich 
bnmie had been rooked from the rust,' and 
all was fresh as at first; and Gawain was 

1 Hut li, la a banal ot nnd. 



.s ready and goes out quickly. 
IB thanks the distinguished com- 



fain to give thanks for it The attendant 
had wiped each piece well and often. Then 
the noblest man betwixt her« and Greece 
bade his steed be brongbt. 

2. Meanwhile, he threw upon himself his 
finest weeds ; Ins surcoat with its oogni- 
sanoe of excellent work, virtuous stones set 
upon velvet, all wrought about and bound 
with embroidered seams, and fairly furred 
within with rare skins. Yet left he not the 
lace, the lady's gift, — tliat forgot not. 
Gawain for his own good. When he had 
belted his brand upon his broad baonches, 
he dressed his love-token double about him, 
the knight swathed sweetlv about his wust 
the girdle of green silk, wKich became him 
wel^Qpon the royal red cloth that was fair to 
see. But this hero wore not the girdle for 
its wealth, for pride of the pendants, thon^ 
they were polished, and though the glittei>> 
^ng gold gleamed on the ends; but to save 
himself when it behoved him to suffer, to 

\ await his doom without resistance, with no 
brand or knife to defend him. By this the 
good man is n ' 
FuU often he tl 
pany. 

3. Gringi^et the hnge and strong was 
ready, who had been kept sUlfolly m the 
safest manner. The proud horse in his 
splendid condition longed for spurring. 
The hero approached him, noticed bis coat, 
and said soberly, and by his sooth swore — 
" Here, in this castle, is a company that are 
mindful of courtesy. The man who main- 
tains them, joy may he have; tbedear lady, 
love betide her in this life, since they for 
charity cherish a guest and uphold honor in 
their band. May the Being reward them 
who holds the heaven on bigh — and also 
you all. And if I might live any longer in 
the world I should give you some reward if 
I could." Then he stepped into stirrup and 
strode aloft. His servant ofEered him bia 
shield;heput itonhisshoulder. He spurred 
Gringolet with tiis gilt heels, and the steed 
jumped on the stone; no longer he stood 
still, but pranced. Gawain's servant, who 
bore his Iniioe and helm, was by then on tha 
horse. " This castle I entrust to Christ; 
may he give it aye good chance I " 

4. The bridge was let down, and the broad 
gates unbarred and borne open on both 
sides. The hero crossed himself quickly and 
pawed the boards, praised the porter, who 
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iDg God that he uve UawaiD. And «> 
went on his way with his one laan that 
■bould teach hiui how to find that dismal 
place where ha should receive the rueful 
blow. Thej rode by banks where houghs 
axe bare; they climbed bj cliffs where the 
cold cliogs; the sky was upheld, but it was 
ugly beneaCh; miat hang on the moor and 
melted on the mount; each hill had a hat, a 
huge mist^Ioak. Brooks boUed and broke 
from the banks abont, sliatt«rlDg sheer on 
their sborea where thej showered down. 
Dreary was the way, where they should 
travel by the wood, till soon came the sea- 
son when the son rises at that time. The; 
were on a hill full high, the white snow 
abont them, when the man that rode bedde 
him bade hia master abide. 

5. "I have brought you hither, sir, at 
this time ; and now ye are not tea from that 
famous spot that ye have asked and in- 
quired so specially after. But I shallaayto 
yon foPBOoto, since I know you, and ye are 
a man that I love well, if ye would work 
by my wit ya should be the better for it. The 
mace thatye press to is held full perilous. 
There dwells in that waste a wight the 
wont upon earth; for be is stiff and stem 
and loves to strike; and greater he is than 
any man in the world, and his body bigger 
than the four best that are in Arthur's 
house, and bigger thauHeotor or any other. 
He maintains that adventiire at the green 
ohapel. There passes by that place none so 
proud in arms but he dins him to death 
with dint of his hand. For he is a man with- 
ont measure and uses no mercy; for be it 
churl oi chaplain that rides by the ohapel, 
monk or raasB-priest, or any man else, he 
likes as well to kill him as to go alive him- 
self. Therefore I tell ye as truly as ye sit. 
in the saddle, come ye there ya shall bel 
killed — trust me well — though ye had ' 
twenty lives to spend. He has dwelt here 
full long and caused much strife in the 
land. Against hia sore dints ye cannot de- 
fend yourself. 

6. " Therefore, good Sir Gawain, let the 
fellow alone, and go away some other road, 
for God's sake. B«pair to some other coun- 
try, where Christ may speed you; and I 
uall hie me home again, and promise you 
farther — which I wQl swear by God and 
■11 Us good saints, so help me G«d and the 



balidom and oaths enough — tiiat I will 
loyally conceal you, and never tell tale that 
ever ye fled for any man that I know of." 
"Grameray," quoth Gawain. And sternly 
he added. " Well worth thee, man, who 
wishes my good; and I well believe then 
wooldst loyally conceal me. But if thon 
kept promise never ho faithfully, and I gavei 
up here, sought for fear to % as you ad-'; 
vise, I were a knight coward ; Icould not be ' 
excused. But I will go to the chapel what-l 
ever chance may fall, and talk with that 
same man the tale that I like, be it good 
or evil, as it pleases f at« to have it. Though 
he be a stem champion to cope with, and 
armed with a club, ^ill vrell can God maB-\ 
age to save his servants." 

7. "Mary I" quoth that other man, 
" now thou sayest as much as that thon wilt 
take upon thyself thine own destruction; if 
it pleases thee to lose thy life, I shall not 
let nor hinder thee. Have here thy helm 
on thy head, thy spear in thy hand; and ride 
down this same lane by yon rock-side till 
tbou be brought to the bottom of the ragged 
valley; then look a little up the grassy slope 
on thy left hand, and thou shalt see in that 
ravine the cbapel itself, and the burly man 
on the field who keeps it. Now farewell in 
God's name, Gawain the noble, for all the 
gold in the world I would not go wJUi the« 
nor bear thee fellowship throngh this wood 
a foot further." 

At that the man tnmed his bridle in the 
wood, hit the horse vrith the heels as hard 
as he could; leaped over the land, and left 
the knight there all alone. 

" By God's self," quoth Gavraln, " I vrill 
neither grieve nor groan. To God's will I 
am full obedient, and to him I have ei^ 
trusted myself." 

8. Then he spnn Gringolet and follows 
the path; pushes in by a hollow beside a 
thicket; rides through the rough slope right 
to the dale; and then he looked about him, 
and wild it seemed to him. He saw no sign 
of dwelliug anywhere around, but on both 
sides high steep banks, and rough banohed 
crags with projecting stones; the shadow! 
of the cliffs seemed to him terrible. Then 
he paused and held back his horse, and oft 
changed his cheer while seeking the chapel. 
He saw none such on any side, and Strang 
it seemed to him. But soon, a little dis- 
tance off on a grassy spot he dewsried r 
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mound M it wen, & nnootb hill by the bank 
of the atraam near a ford of tbe flood that 
ran there. The barn bubbled there as if it 



the hill and walki abont it, debating with 
himself what it might be. It had a hole at 
tbe end and on eiUier side, and wu over- 
grown with grass in clumps everjwhere, 
and was all hollow within — nothing bnt an 
old cave or a crevice of an old crag. He 
coold not understand it at all. " Alas, Lord," 
qnoth the gentle knight, " oan this be the 

£eea chapel 7 Here about midnight the 
vil m^ht tell his matins." 

9. " Now," qaotb Qawain, " it oertainlf is 
mysterious here; this oratory is ugly, over- 
grown with herbs. Well it beseems the 
wight clad in green beretodohisdoTotioos 
in the devil's wise. Now I feel in my five 
wits it is tbe fiend that has made this bar> 
gain with me, to destroy me here. Xbis is 
ft chapel of mischance; may ill fortune bo- 
tide it t It is tbe CQTseidest kirk that eveil 

With high helm on his head, his lance in 
his hand, he strides up to tbe rook of tbe 
rnde dwelling. Then be beard from that 
high hill, in a rough cave, on a bank beyond 
the brook, a marrellouBly savage noise. Lo, 
the clitt clattered as though it woald split, 
as if one were grinding a soythe on a grmd- 
stone. It whirred and screeched like water 
at a mill; it rnshed and rang that it was 
ruth to bear. 

"By God," qnoth Gawain tlien, "that 
gear, I fancy, is being prepared to give me 
a good reception. Yet though I most Ioeo 
my life, feat shall never i^ke me change 

10. Then the knight oaUed full high: 
" Who dwells in this place to keep covenant 
with me 1 For now the good Oawain is 
passing right here. If any wight wishes 
ought, let him come hither fast, now or 
never, to falflll his need t " 

" Abide I " quoth one on the bank over 
his bead. "Thou sbalt have in all haste 
that which I promised thee once." 

Yet he kept on with that noise sharply tor 
a while, tnmiug and whetting, ere he wonld 
come down. And then he crossed by a crag 
and came from a hole, whiiling out of a 



dark pla«e with a fell weapon — a Danish 
axe new digbt, to give the blow with. It 
bad fast to the helve a great head, sban>- 
ened on the stone. Four feet long was the 
weapon — no less, by that lace that gleamed 
full bright. And the man in the green waa 
arrayed as before — both bis skm and bis 
limbs, locks, and beard; save that on foot 
he strides fairly on the earth. He set the 
steel shaft to tbe stone and stalked 'beside 
it. When he oame to the water, where he 
did not wish to wade, be hopped over on 
his aie, and fiercely advanced, with sav- 
age ferocity ^cing uie broad snow-oovered 
Side. Sir Gawain met the knight and 
wed to him, not at all low. The other 
said, " Now, sweet sir, in a covenant a man 
oan trust tbee." 

11. " Gawain," qnoth the green warrior, 
"may God preserve thee. Indeed thon art 
welcome, hero, to my place; and tboa hast 
timed thy travel as a tme man should. And 
thou knowest the covenants made between 
us; at this time twelve month, thon tookest 
what fell to thee, — and I at this New Year 
was to repay you handsomely. And now we 
are in this valley entirely alone; here are 
no men to part uB, however we may behave. 
Have thy helm off thy bead, and bave here 
thy pay. Make no more debate than I of- 
fered thee then, when thon whipped off my 
head at one blow." 

"Nay," quoth Gawain, "by God that 
lent me life, I shall grudge tbee not a whit 
whatever miaf ortnne falls. But arrange thee 
for thy one stroke, and I shall stand still 
and hinder thee not the least from doing 
the work as yon like." 

He bent the neck and bowed down, show- 
ing tbe flesh all bare; and behaved as if he 
cared not. For no dread would be flinch. 

12. Then the man in the ^en got ready 
qnickly, gnthered up his gnm tool tosmlta 
Gawain. With all the might in his body he 
bare it aloft, and aimed a savage blow as 
though he wished to kill him. Had it driven 

I down as earnestly as he feinted, the ever 
doughy one woald have been dead of his 
dint. But Gawain glanced to one side on 
the ^sarm as it came gliding down to slay 

' him there in the glade, and shrank a little 
with tbe shoulders from the sharp iron. 
The other warrior with a quick motion 
withheld the bright weapon, and then he 
reproved the prince with many proud words. 
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"ThoQ art not Gawun," aaid the man, 
** wbo is held so good, who never flinebed 
for any aimj bv hill nor bj vole ; and now 
thou ljee«t for fear before thou feelest any 
faftrm. Such cowardioe I nerei heard of 
that koight. I neither winoed nor fled, air, 
when thou didst Htrike, nor tried any trieks 
in King Arthur's hoDiB. Mr head flew to 
my foot, and ;et I never budged; and thou, 
ere any harm taken, art feuful in heart. 
Wherefore the better man I onght to be 
called for it." 

" I flinched once," qnoth Grawain, " and', 
will do 80 no more. Yet if mj head Bhould 
fall on the stoneB, I mnnot restore it. 
— tSr^Bcit make ready, sir, by thy faith, 
and bring me to the point. Deid to me my 
destiny, and do it promptly; for I shall 
Btaud thee a stroke, and not start again tOl 
thine axe has hit me — have here my troth." 

"Have at thee then!" quoth the other, 
and heayes it atoft, utd aims as savaeely 
as if he were mad. He strikes at him 
Vinightily, but touches the man not; for be 
withheld his hand cleverly ere it could hurt. 
Gawoin awaits it properly and flinches with 
no member, but stands still as a stone, or a 
atnmp that is twisted into the locky ground 
with a hundred roata. 

Then merrily spoke Osa man in th« green: 
* So, now thon haat thy heart whole it be- 
hoves me to hit. Now keep back the floe 
hood that Arthur save thee, and see if thon 
canst keep thy neck whole from this stroke." 

Said Gawam in great anger: " Why, thrash 
oa, thou wild man I Thou tfareatenest too 
long. Ignessthatthineownheortistimidt" 

"Forsooth," quoth the other warrior, 
** thou speakest so fiercely that I will not 
delay thine errand a bit longer." Then he 
takes his stride to strike and knits both 
brow and lip. JSo wonder Gawain mislikes 
it and gives up all thon^ht of escape. ' 

14. Lightlv he lifts his axe and lets the 
'Sedge come down fairly on the bare neek. 
Yet though be smote rudely, it hurt him but 
little; on^ out him on one side so that it 
severed the skin. The sharp bit reaohed the 
flesh through the tali fat, so that the bright 
blood shot over his shoulders to the earih. 
And when the hero saw the blood glint on 
the snow, he leaped forth more than a 
■peat's length, eagerly seized his helm, oast 
it on his Iwad, t&ew his shoulders under 
hii foil ahield, palled ont a bright sword 



and fleroely spake. Never in this world 
since he was b<»n of his mother was he half 
so blithe. 

"Cease, sir, of thy blowl Offer me no 
more. I have without strife taken a stroke 
in this place; and if thon givest me more, I 
shall promptly repay and yield quickly 
again, trust thon thatt Only one stroke falls 
to me here. The covenant which we made 
in Arthur's halls prorided jiiet that; and 
therefore, courteous sir, now hold 1 " 

15. The warrior turned from him and 
rested on bis aie. He set the shaft on the 
eroond, leaned on the head, and beheld 
how the doughty hero stood his ground 

E'mly, fully armed and devoid of fear. In 
heart it pleased him. Then with a great 
voice, and a huge laugh, he spoke merrily 
to the hero: "Bold sir, in this place be not 
so savage. Nobody has here unmannerly 
mishandled thee, nor done bnt according to 
covenant made at the king's court. I prom- 
ised thee a stroke and thon hast it; hold 
thee well paid. I release thee of the rem- 
nant, of all other rights. If I had been skil- 
ful peradventure 1 could have given you a 
worse buffet. First I menaced yon merrily 
with a pure feint, and gave thee no blow; 
which was but justice, conudering the cdv> 
enant which we made on the first night, and 
which thou held with me tmatily; for truly 
all the gain thon gave me as a good man 
should. The second feint this moraing, 
nr, I proSered thee, because thon didst kiss 
my fair wife and didst hand the kisses over 
to me ; for these two ocoasions I gave thee 
here bnt two bare feints without harm. A 
true man truly restores; such an one need 
dread no barm. At the third time thon 
didst fail; and so take thee that tap. 

16. "For it is my weed that thou wear- ' 
est, that same woven girdle. Mine own 
wife gave it thee, I know well, forsooth. 
Now know I well thy kisses, and thy vii>- 
tnes also. And as for the wooing of my 
wife, I managed it myself. I sent her to 
try thee, and tmly it seems to me thon art 
the most faultless hero tbat ever went on ' 
foot. As a pearl is of greater price than 
white peas, so is Gawain, in good faith, 
compared with other gay knights. But in 
this ease, sir, yon lacked a little, and loy- . 
alty failed you. But that was for no amor- 
ous work, nor wooing either, bnt because 
ye loved you lif«t — the less I blame yoo." , 
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That other brtTe mui itood a. great while 
inaatnd;; lo itricben wm he for grief that 
he graaoed nithin. All the blo^ of hi« 
breast rushed to hii face; and he shrank for 
■hame vhen the warrior talked. This wa* 
the first word that the man spoke — "Coned 
be cowardice and ooTetousneas both! Injoa 
is villainy and nee, that destroT virttie." 
Then he caught at Ote knot and loosed the 
faatcning ; fiercely reached the belt to the 
warrior himself. " Lol there ii the decep- 
tion, foul may it falll For fear of thy knock 
cowardioe taught me to make a tmoe with 
OoTetousness, to forsake my natnre, which 
is geoeroaity and loyalty, that belong lo 
knights. Now am I faulty and false, rad a 
coward have ever been. From treachery 
and nntnith ever come sorrow and care. 
Here I confess to you, knight, that my con- 
duct is all fanl^. Let me but please yon 
now, aud after I shall beware." 

17. Then the other laughed and said 
oonrteousl J : " I hold it quite remedied, the 
harm that I bad. Thoa hast made a clean 
confession, acknowledging all tfay misdeeds, 
and hast received the penance openly from 
the point of ' » ■ " ■ ■■ - 
that plight, I 
hadst never 

bom. And I give thee, sir, the girdle that 
is gold hemmed. Since it is green, as is 
my gown. Sir Gawain, ye may think upon 
this same adventure where thou goest forth 
among great princes; and this shall be a 
genuine token among chivalrous knigbts of 
the adveutare of the green chapel, and ye 
■hall come again this New Year to my 
dwelling, and we shall revel the remnant 
of this rich feast full well.'* The lord 
pressed the invitatioa and said, '■ With my 
wife, who was yoor great enemy, I think 
we riiall reconcile you." 

18. " Nay, forsooth," qnoth the hero; 
and seizing bis helm, he took it off quickly 
and thanked the warrior. " I have had a 
good visit, bliss betide yon; and may He 
pay you well who directs all mercies. Coin- 
mend me to that eourteouB one, your co&iely 
mate; both the one and the other, my hon- 
oured ladies, who have thus with their craft 
quaintly beguiled their knight But it is 
no wonder that a fool should rave, and 
through wiles of women be won to sorrow. 
For BO was Adam beguiled by one, and 
Solomon by many, inde^ ; and Samson also, 



Eu» xvnuvru biie pcnaacu oponij irom 
>!nt of mv edg^. I hold tbee quit of 
)light, ana purified as clean as if tbon 
never forfeited since thou was first 



Delilah dealt him his weiid; and Dmd 
thereafter was deoeivad by Bethsheba, who 
■uSered much sorrow. Since these men 



not — if a person but could; for these m«a 
were of old the best, and the most fortn* 
nate, ezoellent above all others under the 
heavens; and all they were beguiled hy 
women whom they had to do with.' If I he 
^w deceived, meseems I might be exp 

19. " But your girdle," quoth Gawain, 
** God reward you ^r it I That wUl I keep 
with good will ; not for the precious gold, 
aot uie samite nor the ulk, nor the wide 
pendants, for its wealth nor for its beauty 
nor for its fine work; but in sign of my 

V 'fault I shall behold it oft; when I ride in 
renown I shall lament to myself the fault 
and the deceit of the crabbed flesh, how 
tender it is to catch stains of fillb; and 
thus when pride shall prick me for prowess 
of arms, a look on this love-lace shall n>o4- 
erate my heart But one tUng I would 
pray yon — mav it displease yon not — 
since ye are lord of the land ytrnder when 
I have stayed worsbipfully with yon — 
may the Being who upholds the heaven 
and rits on high repay you for it) — how 
name ye your right name? and then no 

" That shalll tell thee troly," qnoth the 
other then. " Bemlak de Hautdesert I am 
called in this land through the might ot 
Morgen la Fay, who dwells in my house. 
She has acquired deep learning, hard-won 
skill, many of the masteries of Merlin ; — 
for she has at times dealt in rare magio 
with that renowned clerk, who knows all 
your kniehts at home. Morgan tbe Goddess 
u therefore her name; no person is so 
haughty but she con tame him. 

20. "Shesentmein thiswise toyonrrioh 
boll to assay its pride and try if it wer« 
true that circulates about the great renown 
of the Ronnd Table. She prepared for me 
this wonder to take away your wits, to have 
grieved Guinevere and caused her to die 
through fright of that same man, that 
ghost^ speaker with his head in his hand 
before the high table. That is sbe, the 
ancient lady at home. She is even thine 
ann^ Arthur's half-sister, the daugbtei of 
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timt Dnobesa of Tinta^l upon -whom dear 
Utber afterwards begot Arthur, th&t ii now 
king. Therefore, I beg 7011, sir, to come to 
tbioe aunt; make merry in my honse ; raj 
people love thee, and I like thee at well, lir, 
b; m; faith aa I do any man uuder God 
for th; great truth." 

But he answered him nay, he would in 
DO wise. They embiaoed and kissed, each 
entrusted other to the Frinoe of Paradise, 
and thay parted right there in the cold. Ga- 
wain on horse full fair rides boldly to the 
king's court, and the knight all in green 
whithersoever he would. 

21. Wild ways in the world Gawaia now 
rides on Gringolet, he who had got the 
boon of his life. Oft he harbonred in bouses, 
And oft without; and many an adventure in 
Tale he had, and won oft ; but that I care 
not at this time to mention in my tale. The 
liart was whole that be bad got in his neck; 
and be bare the glistening belt about him, 
orossed obliquely like a baldric, the lace 
fastened nuder bis left arm with a knot, in 
token that he was taken in a fault. And thus 
lie comes to the court, the knight all sound. 
There wakened joy in that dwelling when 
the great ones knew that good Ganain had 
come; joyons it seemed to them. The king 
kisses the knight, and the qaeeu also; and 
afterwards maiiyasnre knight, who sought 
to embrace him and asked him of his jour- 
ney. And wondronsly be tells it, confess- 
ing all the trials that be bad, the adventura 
' of the chapel, the behavior of the knight, 
the love of the lady — and, at the last, the 
Use. He shoved them the nick in hia neck 



that be caught at the lord's hands for his 
unloyalty. He grieved when be had to tell / 
it; be groaned for sorrow, and the blood ^ 
rushed to bis face for shame when he de- 
olared It. 

22. "hot lord," qnoth the hero, a* bo 
handled the lace, "this that I bear in my 
neck is the badge of this blame. This is the 
evil and the loss that I have got from the 
cowardice and covetousocss that I showed 
there. This is the token of untruth that I 
am taken in, and I must needs wear it wbilo 
I may last; for none may hide his shame 
without mishap, for where it once is in- 
curred, depart will it never." 

The king and all the court comfort tho 
knight. They laugh load at his talc, and 
lovingly agree that the lords and ladies 
that belong to the Table, each knight of 
the brotherhood, should have a baldric, an 
oblique band about bim of a bright green, 
and wear that for the sake of the hero. 
And that emblem was acooided the renown 
of the Round Table, and he was ever after 
honoured that had it. 

As it is told in the beat book of romance, 
thus in Arthur's day this adventure betid, 
which the Brutus books bear witness of. 
After Brntna the bold hero first came 
hither, when the siege and the assault had 
ceased at Troy, many adventnres of this 
sort happened. Now may He that bore the 
crown of thorns bring as to his bliss. 
AMEN. 



HONT SOIT QUI IIAL PENCE. 
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THE VISION OF WILLIAM CON- 
CERNING PIERS THE 
PLOUGHMAN 
version a 
Prologite 
Ir s nmuner leason, when soft ma the 
I olftd ma in rough olotluDg, » shei^id u 

Id habit of a. hermit, nnholj of woika. 
Went I wide in tliia world, wonders to hear. 
Bnt on a. May moraing on MalTCm Hills 
To me befell a marvel, ft fair; thing me- 

thongbt. 
I waa weaiy of wandering and went ms ta 

Under a broed bank by r bum side; 
And as I la; and loaned and looked on the 

I tlnmbeTed in a sleep, it sonnded so pleas- 
Then did I dream a marrellons dream, 
That I was in a wildemua, wist I not 

And as I beheld into the east, on high to 

the snn, 
I saw a tower on a hill-top, splendidly faslH 

A deep dale beneath, a dnngeoD therein. 
With a deep ditch and daiS, and dreadful 

. . A fair fiehl fuU of folk found I tikere 
between. 
Of all manner of men, the mean and the 

Working and wandering, as the world re- 

qoireth. 
Some pnt them to the plow, and played 

full seldom, 10 

In plowing and sowing prodnced they full 

What many of these wasters in ginttony 

destroy. 
And some gave themseWes to pride, ap- 

paiakd them acoordingly, 



In fsshion of etothing strangely diqr°>^ed. 
To prayer and to penanoe put themselToa 

For lore of our Lord lired they full haid. 
In hope to have the bliss of huven's kiiig> 

dom, 
As anoborites and hermits that hold them- 

selves in cells. 
Covet not in die country to gad all about. 
With liucnrioos Uving their body to please. 
And some ohoM trade, to prosper the 

better, 31 

As it seems to our sight that such men 

should; 
And some mirth to make, aa minstrels can. 
And get gold with their glee, guiltless, I 

trow. 
Bat jesters and buffoons, Judas's ohil- 

Fonnd for themselves fantavea and of 

themselves fools made, 
Tet have their wits at command, to work 

it they will. 
What Paul preached of them I dare not 

prove here; 
Out loquitur tvrpUoquiunt,^ be if Lndfer'a 

Askers and beggars fast about flitted, 4a 
Till theiz bogs and their bellies brimful 

were crammed ; 
Feigned for their food, fought at the ale- 

In gluttony, God wot, go they to bed 
And rise up with ribfOdry, these bullying 

begga>knaveB; 
Sleep and doth follow them ever. 
PUgiims and palmers pledge 



at Rome; 
Went forth in their way with many wise 

And had leave to lie all their life after. 
Hermits in a band with hooked staves ja 
Went to Walsingbam, and their wenches 
after. 
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Great Inbberf and long, that loath wen 

Clothed tbeiuBelTei in oapes to be known 

for brethren. 
And some dressed as hermiti thMrfeaM to 

I found there friars, all Uie four orders, 
Preacbing to the people foi profit of their 

bdlies, 
loterpretiDg the gospel sf thej well please, 
For coretoasness of capes eonstmes it ill; 
For many o! these masters maj clothe 

themselves at will. 
For monej and tbeir merchandise meet oft 

Sinoe Charity hath tamed trader, and 

shriTen chieflj lords, 
Manj wonders have befallen in these few 

Unless Holy Choroh now be better held 

together 
Hie most mischief on earth will monnt np 

fast 
There preached a pardoner, as he a priest 

And brought np a bull with bishop's seals. 
And said he himself would absolTB them all 
From breach of fasting and broken vows. 
The la^en liked him well, believed his 

speech, 
And came np kneeling and kissed his 
bull; 7- 

He banged them with bis brevet,' and 
bleared their eyes, 
I And pnrchased with his parchment rings 
t and brooches. 

I Thns ye give your gold glnttonj to help. 
And grant it to rascals that ma after 

/ Were the bishop bolj and worth both his 
I ears, 

' Thej should not be so brazen to deoetTC so 
' tbe people. 

Yet it is not against the bishop that the 

knave preaoheth; 
Bat the parish priest and pardoner share 

the silver 
Thai the poor parishioners should have but 
for them. 
Parsons and parish priests complain to 
their bishops to 

That their parish bath been poor sinae the 
pestilence' time, 



And asfc leave and licence at Loudon to 

dweU 
To sing tbere for simony,* for silver is 

There hang about ft hundred in hoods of 
silk, 
Sergeants, it seems, to serve at the bar; 
Plead at the law for pence and for pounds, 
Not for love of our Lord unloose their lipa 

Thou mightest better measure the mist on 

Malvern hills 
Than get a mom of their month tall money 

be shown. 
I saw there bishops bold and bachelors 

of divinity ga 

Become clerks of account, the king to 

Archdeacons and deacons, that dignity 

have 
To preach to the people and poor men to 

feed. 
Have leapt to London, by leave of their 

bishops. 
To be clerks of the King's Bench, to the 

country's hurt. 
Barons and burgesses, and husbandmen 

I saw in that assembly, as ye shall hear 
hereafter. 
Bakers, butchers, and brewers many. 
Woollen weavers, and weavers of linen. 
Tailors, tanners, and fullers also, uw 

Masons, miners, and many other crafts. 
Ditchers and delvers, that do their work ill, 
And drive forth the long day with "Dien 
voos sauTe, dame Emma." * 
Cooks and their boys cry " Hot pies, hot I 
Good geese and pigs, go dine, go dine I " 
Tavemers to them told the same tale 
With good wine of Gascony and wine of 

Alsace, 
Of Bhine and of Bochelle, the roast to di- 
gest. 
All this I saw sleeping, and seven times 

FASSUS I 
What this mountain meaneth, and tbisdark 

dale. 
And this fair field full of folk, fairly I 
shall you show. 
■ OatUnf maatj doglng MulnnaiT ntmu for Ui« 
' " God ■>!« Jan, duat Kmn 



,ab,GoOgIc 



WILLIAM LANGLAND 



genUj, 
Uid, " Son, a 



And sud, " Son, aloepest tlura? Seeit thon 

thMS people 
All how busy they be about Ttuiity 1 
The moat part of the pttople thtrt paH now 

If they haTo hononr in tbii world, they oare 

for nothing better; 
Of Other heaven than here they have no 

I wae afnud of her face, though aha fair 



e, what does thia 

" This tower and thia hill," qnoth ahe, 

" Truth is therein, 
And woeld that ye wioaght aa bia word 

tescheth, 
For he to Father of faitb, that fomwd yon all 
Both with akin and with face, and gave yon 

For to worahip him therewith, while ye be 

And because he eommauded the earth to 

•erre yon each one 
With woollen, with linen, with livelihood at 

In modente manner, to pat yon at ease, 
And oouimanded of his coortesy in oommoD 

three things, m 

ThMr names are needfnl and to name them 

I propose 
By rale and by reason, to rehearse them as 

follows: 
Tbe one clothing is, from ehill yon to 

And the second meat at meals, agunst di^ 

comfort of thyself; 
And driuk when tboa art dry, bat do it not 

So that thon be the worse when then work 
shouldest 



the better: 
Uoderation is medieine, thon^ joo crave 

much- 
All ii not good for the soul that pleaseth 

thebody, 
Kor all food to the body that is dear to the 

BeUeve not tby body, for a liar him teaob- 



(That is, the wicked world) thee to b«- 

trmy. 
For tbe flead and thy flesh follow together 
And injure thy soul — set it in thy heart; 
And that thon shonldeit beware, I teach 

thee the better." ^ 

"Ah, madame, merd," qnoth I, "thy 

woids please me well. 
But the money on this earth, that men so 

fast hold, 
Tell me to whom that treasure belongeth." 
t<Go to the Gospel," qnoth she, "that 

God speaks himieli. 
When the people asked him about a penny 

in tbe temple, 
If they should honor therewith Caesutbeit 

kiog. 
And he uked of them of whom spake the 

lettering. 
And whom the image was like that thereoB 

'Caesar,' they said, 'we eee well, each one.' 
Reddite ergo quae turit Caeiarit Caaari tt 

quae tant Dei Deo.'- 
' Then render,' qnoth Christ, ' what to Ca^ 1 

Bar belongeth, u I 

And what is Gal's to God, or else ye do 

ill.' I 

For Right Beason should mle yon all, 
And Common Sense be warden, our wealtli 

to guard. 
And tower of our beaanre to give it yon at 

For hnsbandryand he hold well t4>gether.'' 
Then I uked her fairly, for [tbe sake of] 

him that made ber, 
" That daneeon in that deep vale, that 1 

drea&ul is to see, I 

What may it mean, madame, I thee be* 

"That to the Ceatle of Care," quoth she; 1 
" whoso Cometh therein ' 

Uay curse that he was bom to body or to 

Therein dwelleth » vright tiiat Wrong is 1 

oalled. 
Father of falseness, — he founded it hin^ 

self. 
Adam and Eve be ^eed on to do ill; f 

Connselled Ciun to £U hie brother; 
Judas he cheated with tbe Jews' sUver, 
And on an elder tree hanged bim after. 
He is a hinderer of love, and lieth to all 

thooe 

I JMMm, nil, XL 
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That tnut in their tnunxe, wbenin ia no 

i truth." 

^en had I woader in mT wifai vhat mcf 
m^ it might be 
That Buoh wise words of Hoi; Writ ma 
■liowed; }o 

And I greeted her in tbe High Kune, ere 

Bbe thence went, 
What she might be indeed that taoght me 
J so fairly. 

I "fiotj Church I am," quoth she, "thou 
' oiuhtest to know me, 

I reo^Ted thee flnt, and thy faith taught 

thee. 
Tbou broughtest me pledges mj bidding to 

And loyallf to lore me, while thy life 
lasted." 
Then kneeled I on my knees and oiied 
to her for grace, 
And prayed her piteooaly to pray for our 

And eke to teooh me kindly on Christ to 

That I might work the will of Him that 

made me a man. Bo 

; "Show me no treasure, bnt tell me this 

How I may save my aonl, thou that holy 

art held." 
« When all treasure is tes^, troth is the 

best; 
I appeal to ' God is Love ' to judge the truth. 
It u as precious a jewel as dear Ocd him- 

self. 
For whoso is true of his tongue, and telleth 

naught else. 
Doth hia work with truth, and doth no man 

ill; 
He ia acconnted of the Qospel, on earth and 

And also likened to our Lord, by Saint 

Lobe's words. 
Clerks that know it should teach it aboat, 90 
For Christiana and non-Christians, each 
claims it for himself. 
Kings and knights should oondnct them- 
selves reasonably, 
And rifi;htly roam the realms about. 
And t^e trespassers and tie them fast 
Till truth had determined tbe trespass to 

the end. 
For David, in his days, he dabbed knights, 
Uade them swear on their sword to serre 
truth BTer, 



That is plainly the profeaaion that per- 

taineth to knights. 
And not to fast one Friday in five Boore 

But to hold with men and women that 

seek the truth, i«a 

And leave off for no love nor graspng of 

gifts; 
And he that oversteps that point is apostate 

of the order, 
For Christ, kiog of kings, knighted ten, 
Chembim and Seraphim, seven such and 

another,' 
And gave them mastery and might, in hie 

majesty. 
And over his army made them archangels. 
And taught tbem through the Trinity trnth 

to know. 
And to be obedient to hia bidding, he bade 

them naught else. 
Lnciferwitb legions learned it in heaven. 
He was loveliest to see, after our Lord, no 
Till he broke obedience through boast of 

himself. 
Then fell he with his fellows, and fiends 

they became, 
Out of heaven into hell hobbled fast, 
Some into the air, and some to the earth, and 

some into bell deep; 
fiut Lucifer lieth lowest of them all; 
For pride that he pot on, his pain hath no 

end. 
And all that work wrong, wend they shalL 
After their death day, and with that devil 

dwell. 
Bnt they that work that word that Holy 

Writ teacheth. 
And end, as I said before, in profitablo 

May be sure that their souls shall to heaven, 
Where Truth is in Trinity and crowueth 

tbem all. 
For I say oertunly, in view of tbe texts, 
When all treasure is tried, Truth is tbe best. 
Teaoh it to the ignorant, for the lettered 

That Truth is a treasure, the finest on 

"Tet have I no natural knowledge," 

quoth I, " thou mnst teaoh me better. 
By what power in my body it beginneth, 

and where." 
"Thou dotest, dolt," quoth she, " dull are 

thy wits. 

iBC. A.nttitmalOi4fnr«rant, 
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It is ft natntal knowledge that telli thM in 

the heart ijo 

For to love thy lord liefer than thjulf; 
No deadly sin to do, die thoDgh thon 

■hooldest. 
Thii, I trow, iB Truth I Whoao can teaoh 

thee better 
See that thon auffer him to Uf it, and then 

teach it farther I 
For thas teaeheth ns Hia Word — work 

thoa thereafter — 
That Love ii the lief eit thing that onr Lord 

asketh, 
And eke the plant of peooe. Preaoh it to 

thj ha^ 
Where thou act merrj at thy meat, when 

men bid thee sing; 
For from the heart'i own wiadom apringeth 

the aoDg. 
That belongs to the Father that formed 

He looked on u with lore, and let Hit 

Bon die 
MeeUy for our misdeeds, to amend oa all. 
And yet wished He no woe to them that 

wrought Him that pain, 
Bnt meekly with month meroy He be- 

soi^bt, 
To havepity on that people tbat tortured 

Hun to death. 
Here thon mighteat lee enm[^, in Him- 
self alone. 
How He was mighty and meek, that meroy 
. did grant 
hem ^t k 

heart piei 
Therefore I recommend the rich to have 

ruth on the poor, 
Tbongb ye be mighty at law, be meek in 

your works. iso 

Eadem memura qua menti fueritit, reme- 

cietur vobti.^ , 
For the same measore that ye mete, amiss 

or otherwise, 
Ye shall be weighed therewith, when yo 

wend hence. 
For though ye be true of tongne, and _lion- 

estly win. 
And eke as chaste as a ohild tbat in ohnroh 

weepeth, 
UnlesB ye live traly and also lore the poor, 
And such good as God sent traly share, 
Te bare no more merit in mass ncn in 



Thau Uawkin of her maidenhood that no 

man desiisth. 
For James the gentle bound it in his book, 
Tliat faith without works is feebler than 

nothing, i«a 

And dead as a doormul nnleas the deed 

follow. 
Chastity withont charity — know thon in 

tmth— 
Is as useless as a lamp that no light is 

Many chaplains are chaste, who ohari^ 

have none; 
No men than they are harder when they 

areadTanoed; 
Unkind to their kin and to all Christiana; 
They devoor their own alms and demand 



claimed 

Curates that should keep themselves clean 
in their bodies. 

They are cumbered with care and cannot 
escape it, 170 

So hard are thej with ayarioe clamped to- 
gether; 

That is no tmth of the Trinity, bnt treacb- 
ery of hell, 

And a teaching of laymen more grndgisgty 

For these are words written in the evangel. 
Dolt el dtMtur vtibu: * for I deal to yon 

aU 
Tour grace and yonr good hap, your wealth 

And therewith acknowledge me naturally 

for what I send yoa. 
This is the look of Lore that lett«tb out my 

To comfort the careworn, onmbered with 

Love is the liefest thing tbat our Lotd ' 

asketh, iSo 

And eke the straight way that goeth into , 

heaven. 
Therefore I say as I said before, in view of 

these texts. 
When all treasures are tried, IVoth is the 

best. 
Now have I told thee what Tmth is, that 

no treasore is better, 
I may no longer linger; now onr Lord keep 
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PASSU s n 
I Tet lmeel«d I on 107 kiWM, and oried to 

her f or enusei 
I And laid, " &Uicj, madame, for the We 
at Mar; of heaven. 
That bore the bleiied babe, that bonght oa 
on tbs crosi, 

1T«a«h me the natural skill to know the 
False." 
"Look on the left hand," quoth ahe, "and 

see where he standeth. 
Both False and Flatter;, and all his whole 

following I " 
I looked on the left aide, as the lad; me 

Then waa I ware of a woman, wonderfnll; 

clothed. 
Trimmed with fur, the richest npon earth. 
Crowned with a orown, the king hath no 

better. » 

All her five fingen were furauhed with 

Of the preciousest jewelr; that prince ever 

Id red scarlet she rode, ribboned with gold, 
^Hiere is no queen more gorgeons that on 

earth quick is and alive. 
"What is this woman," qnoth I, "thns 

wonderfnll; attired ? " 
"^lat is Meed,' the maiden," quoth she, 

"that hath me marred oft, 
And lied abont m; lore to lords about. 
In the Pope's palace she is aspriv]^ myself; 
And so should she not be, for Wrong was 

Ont of Wrong she Sprang to misfortune of 

I onght to be higher than she, for I am 

better htaa. 
Tomorrow is the marriage made of Meed 

and False; 
Putter;, with fair speech, hath tnvnght 

them together. 
And Guile hath persoaded her to grant all 

And all is b; Liar's leading that the; Iiv« 

togeUier. 
Tomorrow is the marriage made, true as I 

Ullthee, 
That thon mirht'st know, if thou wilt, what 

the; aUare 



at tniulUad b} 'gnlt" 



That belong to that lordship, the great and 
the small. 

Know them there if thon canst, and keep 
thee from them all, 

If tbou deairest to dwell with Truth in bis 
bliss; y, 

Learn His law that is so 1o;b1, and then 
teach it further. 

I ma; no longer linger, to our Lord I com- 
mand thee. 

And become a good man, spite of greed, I 

When she was gone from me, I looked 

and beheld 
All this rich retinae that reigned with 

False 
Were bid to the bridal on both of the sides. 
Sir Simon; is sent for, to seal the charters 
That False or Flatter; at an; price had 

And dower Meed therewith, in marriaga 

for ever. 
But there was neither hall nor house that 

might harbour the people 40 

That each field was not fuU of folk all 

In midst of a mountain, at the hour of 



Was pitched a pavilion, a proud one for the 
And ten thousand of tents spread out be- 
Foi knights from the connti; and strangers 
F<» assizers, for snnunoners, for sellers, for 

For ignorant, for learned, for laborers in 

villiges, 
And for the flattering friars, all the four 

orders, 
All to witness well what the deed desired, 
In what manner Meed in mairiage was en- 

To be fastened with False, the fee was 

Then flatter; fetched her forih, ai^ to 

False gave her 
On condition that False shall sustain her 

forever, 
She to be obedient and read; his bidding 

to fulfil, 
In bed and at boaid, obedient and oourte- 



.dbyCoogle 



36 



WILLIAM LANGLAND 



Now SimonT ud CitU Lftv ttand forth 

botb, 
Unfolding the dom; tlut FabeiMM mida, 
And thus began ttwie men aud bellowed 

fuU loud: 
** Vtis know and witneM, all that dwell on 

That I, Flatten, endow Falae with that 

maiden Meed, 
To be preeent in pride, for poor or for 

^itb the Earldom of Enry erer to lut, 
With all the Lordabip [of Lecher;]* in 

leivtb and in breadth; 
With the Kingdom of CoTetooneu I erown 

them together, 
With the lale of Usnir and Afariee the 

faUe, 
Glnttouy and great oath* I gin them to- 



« of Sloth I endow them 



With all the M 

together; 
To bare and to hold, and all their heiia 

after, 70 

^th the appnrtenanoea of pn^atorj, into 

the pains of hell: 
Tielding for this thing, at the jraar'i end. 
Their aoula to Satan, to tend into pain. 
There to dwell with Wrong, while God ia 

in heaven. " 
III witnew of which thing Wrong wa* the 

fint, 
^erae the pardoner, a Pauline dootop, 
Bett the beadle of Buokinghamshire, 
Randolph the reeve of the Kutland diitriot, 
Taboren and tiimblera and tapsters many, 
Maud the miller and many more besides. 
In the date of the devil' the decHl was 

sealed, S, 

In sight of Sir Simony and by notaries' 

Then tormented was Theology when be 
this tale heard, 



Suob a wedding to make to render Tmth 

wroth; 
And ere this wedding be wronght, woe thee 

betide) 
For Meed is a wealthy one, a muden with 

goods; 

' B Tobe pnmeii In IMyde and patirti to daplit. 
•BO. ■ PrmiBBU)', In pandj at Aimo Demliti. 



God grant ns to give her where Tmth will 

And thou bast given her to a trickster, God 

give thee sorrow t 
The text teUeth not so, Tmth koowa the 

Digniu ewt operorius merctdt sua ; * 
< Worthy is the workman bis hire to have;* 
And thou hast bestowed her on Falsei fie 

on thy law I 
For leohera and liars lightly tboa tmsteat, 
Simouy and thyself injure Uolj Chnrcb; 
Ye sluill abide it both, by God that me 

At one year's end when ye reckon shall; 
He and these notaries annoy the people. 
For well ye know, deceivers, niiless you 

wits fail. 
That False is a schemer, a shirker of work, 
And a bastard born of Beelsebnb's kin. 100 
And Meed is a jewelled one, a maiden of 

gentry, 
She might kiss the king for cousin, if the 

Work by wisdom and then by wit, 

Lead her to London, where law is handled. 

See if legally it be allowed that they lie to- 
gether. 

And if the justice will adjudge her to be 
joined with False. 

Tet beware of the wedding, for wise is 
Troth, 

Fm' Conscience is of his oountul, and know- 
eth you each one; 

And if he bid suob defect that ye with Falae 
bold 

It shall oppress your sonk sorely at 

last." no 

To this Civil Law assented, bat Simonj 

Till he bad silver for his advice nnd hisseaL 
Then fetched Flattery forth florins enongh, 
And bade Guile go and give gold about, 
And especially to these notaries that Vavf 

have no laok; 
And foe False Witness with florins enough. 
For be can master Meed and make kei do 

his will; 
For where falseness is often found, there 

faith faileth. 

a the 

To False and to Flatter;, for their fair 

gifts. IM 
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Ere Meed ba thj wedded wife, through 

wisdom of ns (ll. 
For we have so nuatered Meed with our 

■mooth words 
That she ^gnea to fo with a good will 
To London to look if the law will 
Judge yon jointly to be joined lot erer." 

Olen wu False fain, and Flattery blithe. 
And had all men oaUed from the eoontry 

To array them »ady, both bnigeuei and 

Bberiffs, ija 

To wend with them to Westminiter, to 

witness the deed. 
Then hunted thay for horses to oony them 

tbithei; 
Bnt Flatten^ fetched forth foals of the bert, 
Aitd set Meed on the back of a sheriff 

newly shod. 
And False on a jntor that Boftlr trotted, 
I (For Fabenesa against the nith jnnjrs 
1 sedueetb, 

I Tbiongh oumbeiing <^ ooretonlDeBB, to 
I elimb over trotli, 

That the faith is down teodden and folael j 

defamed, 
And tUseneas is become a lord, and liTes 
' as he likes) ; 

Flattery on a fair speech, full finely at- 
tired; 140 
For fair Bpeeeb witliont fiutb is brother to 

Falseness; 
Aid thus jnron a 



Then notaries who had no horses, aanoyed 

they were 
l^iat Simony and Ciril Law shonld go on 

foot. 
Then said Civil Iaw, and swore by the rood, 
That BnnUDoners should be saddled and 

serve them each one; 
" And have provison appareled, in palfrey 

Sir Simony himself shall lit on their backs. 
And all deans and snb-deana as piancers 



The pe^e of the I^olinei^ for pleaa ii 
the consistory, 



r coromissarj, onr 



Shall serve myself, who Civil Law am 

called; 
Put a cart saddle o 

cart he shall draw, 
And fetch onrvictnals from the fornicators; 
And make of Liar a long cart, to draw all 

these others, 
Story-tellers and frands that on foot re- 

Now False and Flattery fare forth to- 
gether, 

And Meed in the midst, and all the erowd 
after. 

Leianre I lack to tell the train that follows 
them, 1&1 

Of as many manners of men as on earth 



£nt pricked on his palfrey, and passed 

them alt, 
And came to the king's oonrt, and Con- 

aoience told. 
And Conscience to the king repeated it 

agun. 
"Now, Dy Chriat," qnoth the king, "if I 

m^ht catch 
False 01 flattery, or any of hia fellows, 
I woold be wreaked on these wretcbea that 

work so ill. 
And have them hanged by the neck, and 

all that maintun them; i^o 

No man on earth shall biul out ' the least 

of them, 
Bnt rwht as the law dedldas, let it fall on 

them aU. 
And oommand the constable, that oame at 

the first. 
To attack the faaitors. in spite of any bribe ; 
I order yon to fetter False fast, in spite of I 

any kind of gifts, 1 

And to cnt off Gnile's bead, let him go no 

And bring Meed to me,inBjnteoftbemall. f 
To Simony and Civil Law Isend a warning 
That Holy Chnreb for them is harmed for 

And if ye catch Liar, let him not eaoBpe iSa 
Being set on the pillory, in apita of any j 

prayer; ' 

I tod thee watcb for them wril, let none of 

them escape." ' 

Dread at the door stood, and the din \ 

heard, ' 
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And qnioU^ vent he to mm tha Ftlat, 
And bade Cm flee fut, and his felloin too. 
Then Falie for feu fled to tlie frim, 
And Gnila took to flight, in feu of demth; 
Bnt tnanhftntl met bim, And made him 

in their ■bop* to mU their 



Appuelled bim aa a 'prentioe, the people to 



I throngb Unee, In^ed about hy 

He waa nowhere weleoma, spite of hianuny 

talei, 
Bnt hunted ont eTerprben, and oidered 

Pardonen bad pity, and took him indoora, 
Waahed bim wd wmng [hia olotbei], and 

wound him in olouta, 
And aent him on Snudaya with ieala to 

ehorobec, 
And for pence nve pudon, ponnda at a time. 
Tbia levned ueleeohes,audletteri to bim 

To dwell with tbem, diagnoeei to make, no 
Grooera ipake with bim to look after their 

For he bad atill in their craft, and knew 



And held bin hack half a jeu and eleren 

weeks. 
Frian, with fair apeeohei, fetobed him 

thenoe; 
That TiMtora might know bim not^ kept him 

like a friar; 
Bnt be bath leave to leap out, aa often •• 

_ be liketb, 
And it welcome when be wQl, and dwella 

with them oft 
And all fled for fear and flew bto eop- 

dared 



Save Meed the maiders 

But, tmlf to tell, she trembled for feu, 
And wept, too, and wnmg her banda, when 
she waaarreated. 

PASSUS m 
Now is Meed tbe maiden taken, and no 

more of them all, 
Bj beadlea aad bailiffs, brought to tbe 



Tbe king oalled a alatk, I know not Ins 

To take Meed the maiden, and make her at 

" I iball trj her myaelf, and trulr inquir* 
What man in tbia world woold be deaceit 



GodT' 
CourteODslj tbe clerk than, ns the king 

oommanded. 
Took tbe maiden bf the middle, and 

brought her to the chamber. la 

There was mirth and minstrelsj to ^eaae 

Meed witbaL 
Those that dwell at Westminster worahip I 

her all. | 

Gently, with joy, the Jnatice soon 
Bepaired to the ebambei where the ladj 

was. 
Comforted her kindly, and made her good 

And aaid, " Monm tbon not, Meed, nor be 

thou sorrowfol. 
For we will gtude tbe king and thy vaj 

shape, 
Fcffall tbe craft of Cauoience, and scliema) 

That thou ahalt have both might and mu> 
tery, and do what tfaonlikest 

With the king and the commons, and the 
conrt too." aa 

Mildlf then Meed thanked them all 

For theu great goodneaa, and gave tbem 

Goblets of pore gold, and pieces of silver. 
Rings with mbiei, and riobea enough, 
Tbe least of their company a mutton ' of 

gold. 
Then took they their leave, these lording^ 

of Meed. 
With that there eame clerks to comfiot ■ 



■ We bid thee be blithe, for v 



I be thine 



To work thy wiU, while onr life lasteth." 
Conrteocaly then ahe piomiaed them the 

To love them loyally and nuke them 

And in oonsiatory at court to tell tbeit 
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" No ij^amiiw shall binder them, the moit 

ignoiajtt that I love, 
F^om being adTODOod ; for I am known 
Where learned eletka ore left in the 

Then came tlwra a oonfewor, cap«d like 

To Meed the maiden fnll meekly be bowed. 
And said full softly, as if it were in shrift, 
"Ihoneh learned and lay bad all by thee 

And tbongh Falw hod followed thee these 

fifteen winters, 40 

I shall absolve thee myMlf, for a load of 

And also be thy bawd, and bear well thy 



I Then fifeed, for her miadeeds, to that 
I man kneeled, 

And shrore her of hei una, shamefully, I 

I She told him a tale, and mTe him a noble — 
I To be her bedeBman, and her bawd after. 
Then ha absolved her soon, and next to her 

" Wo hare a window ^-making, will cost ns 

full dear : 
If thoD wonldBt glaze the gabk^ and grave 

therein thy name, ys 

Secure shoold thy sonl be to dwell in 

•Knew I that," qnotb the woman, "there 
is neither window nor altar, 

That I would n't mabe or meod, and mf 
name write thereon. 

That each man should say, I ahonld be sis- 
ter of your house. 
Bnt Gk>d to all good folk snch graving 
forbids, 

And saith, Neiciat tfntitra quid facial dc^ 

'Let not thy left hand, late nor early. 
Be aware what thy right bond works or be- 

Bat share it >o secretly that pride be not 

Neither in sight nor in sonl; for God bint- 
self kaoweth 

Who is conrteons or kind, ooretaas ta the 
contrary. ^ 

Therefore, I teach yon, lords, snch writing 
to leave, 



The 1 



rritmg in windows of yonc good 

Or colling to God's people, when ye give 

yonr doles; 
Perodventore yon have yonr hire for it 

Savionr it Mitfa, and himfalf 



preache 

tndicorxM 
e verily tbey have 
ward forthwith.' 



Mayors and masters, and ye that are go- ' 

betweens 
Twixt the king and the oommons, to guard 

tbe laws. 
To punish on pillories, or on cncking-s tools, 
Brewers, bakers, bntohers, and cooks, 7* 
For these are tbe men on earth that most 

harm work 
To the poor people that bay in small par- 

They plf er from the people privily and oft, 
And grow rich throaeh retaiUng, and buy 

themselves renu 
With what the poor people should put in 

their bellies. 
For if they acted honestly, they would not 

build so big^b, 



sought 

From all snch sellers silver to take, 
Or presenti, not in pence, as cnps of sil- 

Rings witb rubies, tlie retailer to fovor. 
"For my love," quoth the lady, " love them 

well, each one. 
And suffer them to sell somewhat beyond 

But Solomon tbe sage, a sermon he made. 
To amend mayors and men that gnord the 



And told ^em this theme that 1 



shall ten 
an qui ii^ 



Ignii devorabit tabenaeula a 

b«nter accipivnt muncra.* 
Among these lettered^ men this Latin 

meanetb 
That fire shall fall and bom at the lost 
The bouses and the homes of them that d^ 
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How be 7« varei if je will, je muten of 

the law. 
For tbe troth Bhall be Mn^t of 70or sonla, 

•0 help me God I 
The tolerktian that je gnut moh wronga to 

wo ' 
[ethe 

The King came from oonncil, uid called 
for Meed, 
And sent oft qnickly servontB to fetch 



d with joji 

With mirth and with minrtrelay they 
pleased her each one. 
I ConrteouBlv the king commenoeth to tell, 
I To Meed the maiden speaketh tbose word^i 

"Unwiiely,! wis, wroi^thast thou oft; loi 
I Bnt worse wron^test then neyer than 
! when tiioa Falee took. 

. But I forgiTD thee ttuB guilt, and grant 
! theemygiaoe; 

' Henoeforth to thy deathday do bo no more. 

11 have a knisht called Conscience, come 
, lately firom far, 

I If be wish thee to wife, wilt thoa him 
1 ' haTfl?" 

•• Tea, lord," qaotb that lady, " Lord tar- 
' bid I ihonld other I 

UnleBS I bow to your bidding, bang me at 



el" 
Then waa Conscienoe called to oome and 

Before the ting and his conncil, olerka and 

Kneeling, Consoienoe to tbo kii^ made 

obeisance, 
To know what his will was, and what he 

would do. 
•■Wilt thoa wed this woman," quoth the 

king, " if I will assent ? i 
She is fain of thy fellowship, and would be 

*r ■ " 

'hrist forbid 
Ere I wed such a wife, woe me betidel 
8he^ is fraU ot her fiesh, fickle of her 

tongue. 
She makeHi men misdo many score times; 
Tmsting to her treaanre, find sorrow full 

To wives and widows wantomiess she 

teacheth; no 

Leaneth them lechery that lore bra gifts; 



Out father Adam ^ she brovght down with 

fair promise; 
Poisoned pt^ies, andimpwreth Holy Cbareli, 
There is no better bawd, by Him that me 

made I 
Between heaven and hell, in earth though 

men soni^ht. 
She is wanton m ber wishes, talfr^waring 

with her tongue. 
Common as the cart-road to knaTes and to 

all; 
To priests, to minstrels, to lepers in hedgea, 
Jurors and snmmoners,sncbmen ber praise; 
Sheriffs of shires were loet bnt for her, 13s 
She causeth men to lose their land, and 

their lives after, 



She giveth the jailer gold and groats to- 
gether. 

To nnfetter the false, to flee where they 
like. 

She takefh the true by the top, and tieth 
him fast, 

And for hate hangeth him that harm did 



She may as mneb do in space of one month 
Aa your secret seal in seven score days. 141 
She is privy with the pope, as provison 

Sir Simony and she pnt seals on the bulls; 
She blesseth the bishops, though ignorant 

rrebendariea, parsons, priests, she main- 

taineth. 
To keep lemans and ooncnbines all their 

life days, 
And bring forth children against the laws 



to the realml 
For she is favorable to False who tramples 

Truth oft. 
Barons and burgesses she brings into servi- 1 

She bribes with her jewels, onr jostioes she 
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ShB lioth ftffaiiut tho Ibw* uid hindereth it 

so hard 
TbaX faith iokj make im> headwaj, her 

floriua go K tliiok. 
She leadeth the U« aa aha liketh, and 1ot»- 

days maketh, 
Bewilderment for a poor man, though he 

Lnw is so lordl; and loath to make an end 
Witliont preseuts or pence, it pleuetb full 

few. 
Laaming aud oorebnuneM ihe ooupleth 

together. 
Ihia ia the life of the lad;, onr Lord give 

her aorrowl 
Atkl all that mflintrain herj nkisohanoe them 

betide t ito 

For the poor may have no power to com- 

NjJain though thej eaSer, 
Such a master v Meed amoqg men of 
goods." 
! TlienmoDnied Meed, and made her moan 

to the king 
j To have space to apeak, hoping to innceed. 
I Then the king granted her grace with a 

good will: 
1 ** Excnee thyself if thon canst, I can say no 

I For CoDBoience hath aoonaed thee, to dis- 

miu thee for OTer." 
"Nay, lord," quoth that lady, " belieTe him 

the worse 
When ye know Tsrilr where the wrong 

Beth. 
Where mischief ia great, lord. Meed may 

help, ITS 

And thoa knoweat, Cons^noe, I came not 

to chide 
Nor to defame thy peraon with a proud 

heart. 
Well thoa mttest, Consoienoe, unless thoa 

wilt lie, 
Thon hast hang on my neck eleTcn times, 
And also grasped my gold, and given it 

wbrae thou likedst. 
Why thou art wroth now, seems to me a 

For yet I can, as before, honor thee with 

gifts. 
And maintain thy manhood, more tiian thoa 

And thou hast fonUy defamed me, before 

the king here. 
For neTer killed I a king, nor oonnaelled 

thereto; iSa 



Nor did I ever as thou thinkest,' I appeal 

to the king. 
In Normandy was he not annoyed for my 

aake; 
Bnt thoD thyself) in truth, didst shame him 

Crqptest into a eatnn, to keep thy nails 

from cold, 
Thonghtest that wint«r would have lasted 

Anddreadedst to have been dead for a dim 

clond. 
And hastedst homeward for tby belly- 

hnuger. 
Withont pity, pillager, poor men thoa roV 

bedest, 
And bore their brass on tiiy baek to Calais 

to sell. 
There I stayed with my lord, his life to 

Made him mirth full mnch, to leave oft 

mourning, 
Clapped them on the backs, their hearts to 



Made them leap for hope to have me at 

demand: 
Had I been marshal of his men, by Mary 

of heaTeu 1 
I durst have laid mv life, and no less bet. 
He *d have been lord of that land, in length 

and in breadth; 
And also king of that kith, his kin to help; 
The least boLrn of his blood a baron's peer. 
Truly, thou Consoienoe, thou didst counsel 

him thenoe, 
To leave that lordship for a little silver, « 
That is the richest realm that the rain falls 

It becometh a king who keepeth a realm 
To give meed to men that meekly him 

To aliens, to all men, to honor them vritJ] 

gifts. 
Meed maketh him beloved and held to be 

Emperors and earls, and all manner of lords, 
Through gifts get young men to ma and 

The pope and bis prelates presents receive, 
And give men meed to ln^n^f^i^l^ their laws. 
Servants for tbeir service — ye see well the 

troth— >» 

Get meed from tbeir masters as they may 

agree. 



.dbyCoogle 



WILUAM LANGLAND 



Beggan for tbeir prmjen beg men for 

Minstreli tot tbeir mirth uk for meed. 
Tbe king gives meed to hia men to make 

peace in the Und; 
Uen ttiat tsaoh ohildMn ' msed from them 

Frieita that preMh to the people to be 

good 
Aik meed and mau^wnce and thMr meat 

too. 
All kinds of craftsmen orave meed for their 

'prentices; 
MmI and merchaadise most needs go to- 
gether. 
There may no vigbt, as I veen, without 
meed me." us 

" How," quoth tbe king to Conscience, " bf 

Christ, as methinks. 
Heed is worthy much mastery to hare!" 
" Nay," qnoth Consoienoe to the king, and 

kneeled to the ground; 
" There be two kinds of meed, my lord, by 

thy leaTO. 
The one good God of His grace gireth, in 

Uubtiw, 
To them that work well while they are 

The prophet preached it, and pnt in the 

Fsaltor, 
Qui pectmiam mam fton dedit ad ttturant, 

eto.» 
Take no meed, my lord, from men that are 

Lore them, believe them, for oor L(»d of 

heaven's love. 
God's meed and Hia mercy Uierewith thon 

mayst win. ijo 

Bat there is a meed without measare 

that desireth masteiy, 
To maintain misdoere meed do they take; 
And thereof stuth the Faalter in the end of 

the Fsabns, 



eorvm rmUta at maneribvt ; * 
That their right band is heaped full of 

gats, 

And th^ that gnsp their gifts, so help me 

Tliey shall alade it Utterly, ta the Book 
lietb. 

I B. A tnoinM tittrlat. 
< Bs thkl pntUth BOt ' " 
■hiU MTSF be mored. Pi 

mnUofbtiliH. AuIiM, iiTi,~ia 



Priests and panoni, that pleasnre desito 
And take meedjand monay for msnnos that 

they sing, 
Shall have reward in this world, as MaU 

tbew bath granted; 
Aiwa dico vobit, rtceperantmercedem mant.* 
What laborers and low folk get from their 

masters 14a 

Is no manner of meed, bat moderate hire. 
In merchandise is no meed, I may it well 

for another. 

creant Meed, 
Why vengeance fell on Sanl and his chil- 
dren? 
God sent to say, by Samuel's month. 
That Agag and Amalek, and all hia petmle 

after, 
Shonld die for a deed that his anceaton 

bad done, 
Agunat Israel, and Aaron, and Uoaes luf 

brother. 
Samnel said to Saul, <God Mndetb thee 

oonmiandment ijs 

To be obedient and ready hia ludding to 

do: 
■< Wend thither with thy host women to kill. 
Children and chnrts, chop them to death; 
Look thou kill tho king, covet not hia goods 
Por milliona of money; mnrder them each 

Men and beasta, bnni them all to ashes." ' 
And because he killed not the king, u 

Christ himself commanded, 
CoTeted fair cattle, and killed not hia 

beasts, 
Bnt brooght with him the beasts, a* tbe 

BiUe telleth, 
God sent to say that Sanl ahonld die, a&o 
And ail his seed for that sin shamefnlly 

Snch a miaohief Heed made tbe king to 

.That God hated him ever, and his hurt 

after. 
The oonclosion of this olansa oare I not to 

Id case it should annoy me; an end will X 

make: 
And even as Agag had it, to some will it 

happen; 

* TwOy Iinj nato vtm, thiv hiv* nodvtd UmIi »■ 
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Sunoel will lUj hinii and Saul will be 
blamed, 

David fihall bediademed and dannt tben all, 

And ODB Cbrisliaii king- keep ai eaab one. 

CaBKiande knoweth Uu«,foT common Mnae 
me taoebt 170 

That ReaooD tball reigD, and realniB gorem; 

Meed shall no more be master on earth, 

Bnt Love and Lownesa and lofattj to- 
gether. 

And on him that treapaueth apunit Tnitb, 
or dotb against hie will, 

Lojaltr shall ezeonto the law, or he shall 
lose hU life. 

Shall no sergeant for that aerrioe wear a 
silk hood, 

Nor anj striped robe with rioh far. 

Used, from the miidoers, maketh men lo 

That Law ia become a lord, aod Loyalty ia 

nnkindnest is commander, and Kindness is 
banished. iSo 

Bnt Common Sense shall ooroe yet, and 
Conscience together. 

And make of Law a laborer, mob Loto 
■ball arise," 

PASSU S IV 

*■ Cease," said the king, " I safler jon no 

Te shall be reconciled in trnth^ and serra 

me both. 
Kiss her," quotli the king, " Consuenoa, I 



"Nay, br Christ," qnoth ConscieoM, "I 

take my leave rather I 
tTolesa Reason advise me thereto, flist will 

Idiel" 
" And I command thee," quoUi the l""g to 



" That thou haste thee to ride, and Reason 

thou fetch; 
Command him thai be come, m; oonnsel to 

For he shall mlo my realm, and advise me 

the best 
Abont Meed and others, and what man 

shall wed her; » 

And take care, CiniBclence, M help me 

CbiistI 
How thoD leadest my people, learned and 

lay." 
" Z am pleated with that pcomise," said the 

fellow then, 



"I shall array me to ride," quoth Reason, 

"rest thee awhile," — 
And called Cato bis servant, oourteoas ot 

"Set my saddle upon SnUer-UllJ-see-my- 

bme, 
And'look thon girth bimwell with very 

many girths; 
Bang on &m a luavy bridle to bear his 

head low; » 

Tet will he m^e many a neigh, are ha 

ooine there." 
Then Conseienoe on his ateed rideth forth 

fast. 
And Reason with him rideth, bnrrymghard, 
Bnt on a wain Witty and Wiadom together 
Followed them fast, for they had to do 
In Ezoheqner and Chancery, to be di»- 



BntCcmseiencenme flrsttoeaurtbyainilet 
And ran forward with Reason, right to the 

Conrteously the king then cune to Rea- 

Between himself and his son setbim on the 

And consulted a great while wisely to- 
gether. 
Then Peace came to parliament, put up 
petition. 

How that Wrong against his will his wife 
had taken, 

And how he ravished Rose, Reynald's love. 

And Margaret of her mudenbood, for all 
she could do. 

"Both my geese and myjngs his fellows 
fetched away; 

I dare not for dzead of them figbt nor 

He borrowed of me Bayard, and bronght 
him amin never, «> 

Nor any Earning for him, for anght that I 
oonld plead. 

He nuuntuneth bis men to murder mine 

Forestalletb me at fairs, biawleth at my 
barg^nings, 
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Brsaketli in mj bun-door, ukl bttnth 

awaj my wheat, 
And giveth me but a Ullj for ten quarter 

And jet he beat me besides, and lieth b^ 
taj maiden J 

I am not so bardj to look bim in tbe face." 

Ttm kinr knew he said sooth, for Consoience 
him toLl. 
Wrong was s-feared then, and Wisdom 
■oagbt 

To make his peaea with pence, and prof- 
fered forth moner, s° 

And said, " Had I Ioto from tbe king, little 
would I reek 

Though Peace and his power oomplalned on 

Wisdom went then, and so did Wit, 
Because Wrong had done so wieked a deed. 
And warned Wrong then, with sooli a wise 

tale: — 
"Whoeo worketh wilfulljmaketh wrath oft; 
I say it about thyself, thou shalt it soon And. 
Unless Meed make it right, th; ill-luck is 

on thee, 
For both tbj life and thj land lie in the 

king's grace." 
Wrong then to Wisdom wept for help, 6a 
Him for bia handT-dandy * readily he paid- 
Then Wisdom and Wit went tc^ether 
And took Meed with them, mercy to win. 
Peace put frath his head, showed his bloody 

poll: 
" Without gnilt, God wot, got I this harm." 
Conscience and the king ^ew the tnith, 
Knew well that Wrong was a wicked one 

Bnt Wisdom and Wit were zealous and 

To overcome the king with money if they 

The king swore then, by Christ, and by bia 

crown both, ^ 

That Wrong for his woric* should woe suffer. 

And eomnuutded a constable to oast him in 

" He shall not these seven years see bis feet 



If he amends make, let him nre sorety; 
To be a pledge for his bale,^and buy Hm 

t Probablr. nrnpt Inflmnet. 



And amend bis misdeed, and be always Hm 

better." 
Wit accorded herewith and said to him Oi» 

" It is better that Boot should bring down 

Bale 
Than that Bale be beaten and Boot ba 

ne'er the better." So 

Then Meed humbled henelf and mercy b^ 

sought. 
And proffered Peace a present all of pnt* 

" Hare this from me," qnotb she, " to amend 

thy harm with. 
For I will wager for Wrong, he will do lo 

no more." 
Peace then pitifully prayed tbe king 
To have mercy on that man, that harmed 

him oft; 
" Becaose he hath pledged mc amends, aa 

Wisdom him taught, 
I forgive him that guilt, with a good-will; 
So that ye assent thereto, I can no mors 

For Uccd hatb made ma amends, I may no 

more ask." 90 

" Nay," quoth the king tiMi, " to God give 

Wrong wendeth not so away, till I wot 

Leapt he so lightly away, laugh be would 
And again be the bolder to beat my mr- 

Cnlesa RMSon have mth on bim, he r»- 



As long as I Uve, unless n 



^lon^ai 



e love obangs 



Then some advised Reason to have mth 
' of that rascal, 
And to counsel the king and Conscienoe 

both; 
That Meed might bo ■oiety, Reason they 

besought. 
" Advise me not," quoth ReBS4m, " rutii to 

Till lords and ladies all lore truth, 
IMl Peronelle's f nr be put in her box, 
Till oreFHiherished chfldren be chastened 

with rods. 
Till the holiness of ribalds be held [com- 
mon] as a bind; 
Till clerks and knights be oourteoBs wiil 

their mouths 
And hate to do their ribaldry, and use it» 
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TUI prieati tbeir prMohing [oove in tkem- 

And do it in d«ed, to draw tu to God; 
Till Saint Jantea be aonglit whem I aball 

And no man go to Galioia, tinlew he go 

And no BomB-nmiwH for robbers abroad 
Bear ot«v sea silver that beanth the king's 

Neither groats nor gold graven with t^e 

kiog'a crown. 
Upon forfeit of that fee, whoeTer flndi it at 

Dover, 
Unless it be a merohant or his men, or ma*- 

senger with letters. 
Or provisors or priests that popei advanoe. 
" And yet," quoth Reason, " by the rood, 

I shall no ruth have. 
While Meed hath any mastery to plead in 

this hall; 
But I may show yon examples, I say it of 

For I say it for my sonl's take, if it so 

That I were tdog with crown, to keep a 

Should never Wnrng in this world, that I 

might know of. 
Be onpanished by my power, on peril of my 

Not get grace throngh gift, so belp me God I 
Nor tor meed get merey, nuiesg meekness 

For Ntdhan Mtdam, the man, met with /m- 

puntfum, 
And baide JVuUum Bomtm be trr«Tnun«n)<tim.* 
Let thy clerk, sir king, conatrDe thia in 

English; 
And if thon workest it wisely I wager both 

my ears 
That Law shall be a laborer and oart dang 

a-field, .]. 

And Love shall lead thy land, as it dearly 

pleaaeth thee." 
Clerks that were confessors got togetlier 

in conplea 
For to eonatme this olanae, and e^lain it 

When Beason to these men reheaned theae 

Was none inthateonrtioom, great or small, 
Ibat held not Beason a muter there, and 
Meed a great wretch. 



Love made light of Meed, and laughed bet 



her goods, 
Unless he be picked for a cuckold, cot oft 

both miue ears I " 140 

Was neither Wisdom then, nor Witty hts 

fellow. 
That oonld utter a word, to gainsay Reason; 
But stared in a brown study and stood as 

beasts. 
Hie king accorded, by Christ, to Beason's 

cunning. 
And repeated 

"But it ia hard, by u 

■ lea ^. 

stretched on the rood," 
qnoth Reason to the king, 
" Unless I rule thus thy realm, rend ont my 

ribs I 
If it be so that obedience be at my com* 
mand." ija 

" I assent," qooth the king, " by Saint Mary, 

When my oouncil is come, of clerks and o[ 

But readily, Besaon, tlioa ridest not benoe. 
For OS long asllive, lettbeego willlnot." 
" I am ready," qnoUi Reason, " to remain 

with tbea ever; 
So that Conscienee be onr counsellor, care 

I for no better." 
" I grant gladly," quoth the king, " God 

forbid he fail ua. 
And OS long as I live, live we tt^ther." 

PASS US V 

The king and bis knights to the chnrob 

To hear matins and mass, and to the meat 

Then waked I from my winking, I was wo 

ful withal 
That I had not heavier slept and seen more. 
Ere I a furlong had fared, a faintness me 

That further might I not a-f oot, for default 

of sleep. 
I sat softly adown, and said my creed. 
And BO I babbled on my brads that it 

brought me asleep. \ 

Tben saw I muoh more than I before toM, 
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ten I aaw the field fnll of tolktlut I before 
■howed, IB 

And Conscience with k eiow owne to preach. 
He pnjed tbe people to hkTs pitj on 
thamaelTei, 

And prored that these pastilenoM were for 
pare un, 

And this Muthweateru wind on a Satnrdaj 

Wai clearlf for pride, and for no oauoe 



dashed to 
that we abonld de the 



f eaitrees and plnmtrees 

tbe ETonnd, 
Id ensampu to mei 



Beeches and broad oaks were bbwn to tbe 

And turned the bul upward in token of 

That deadljr sin ere Doomsdajr should de- 
■troj them all. » 

On this matter I might mnmble fall long, 
But I say as I saw, so help me God I 
HowConaaiennewithaaross commenoed to 

He bade waster* go work at what thej best 

eoold. 
And win what iltej wasted with some sort 

of craft. 
He pntjed Peronelle her fur-trimming to 

And keep it in her ooffer for capital at need. 
Thomas he taught to take two staTes, 
And fetch home Felice fnmt the ouokiDg> 

stool. 
He warned Wat his wife was to blame, 30 
That hec bead-dress was worth a mark and 

hia hood worth a groat. 
He charfred merchants to chasten thair^ 

CbUdren, 
Let them lack do respect, while they an 

young. 
He prayed priests and prelates tt^ther. 
What the; preach to the people to prove it 

in tbemBelves — 
" And live as ye teach as, we will love yon 

the better." 
And then be advised the oiders their mie 

to obey — 
" Lest the Idng and his council abridge your 

supplies, 
And be steward in your stead, till ye be 

better ordered. 
And ye that seek St. James, and aunts at 



Seek me Saint Tratlk tor He can save voa 

all; 
Qui eumpatre etJUio, fare yon well I " 
Then ran Repentance and rebeoned this 

theme. 
And Dudc William to weep water with bit 

^^ Femel Prood-beart flnng herself on 

"'^ the ground, 

And lay long ere she looked np, and to Onr 
lAdy cried, 

And promised to Him yAa all of ns made 

She would unsew her smock, and wear in- 
stead a hair shirt 

To tame her flesh with, that frail was to 






"Shall never light heart at 

shall hold me down 
And endure to be slandered ss I never did 

And DOW I can pnt on meekness, and men^ 

beseech 
Of all of whom I have had envy in my 

l_,^ Lecher said "Alasl" and to One 

Lady cried 
To wia for him merOT for his misdeeds. 
Between God himself and his poor sonl. 
Provided that he shonld on Saturday, for 

seven yeaia, 
Drink but with the dock and dine bnt onee< 



And greatly his guiltiness begicnetb to 

Pale as a pellet, in a pahy he seemed, 
Clothed iu a coarse cdoth, I contd him not 

describe; 
A kirtle and a short cloak, a knife by hia 

Of a friar's frock were the fronts of bii 

As a leek that bad Iain long in tbe sun 
So looked he with lean cheeks; foully ha 

frowned. 
Hia body was swolleD; for wrath he bit his 

lips. 
Wratbfully be clenched his fltt, he tbon^t 

to avenge himHelf 
With works or with words, when he saw bi> 

"Venom, or varnish, or vinegar, I trow, 70 
Boili in ray belly, or grows Uiere, 1 ween. 
Many a day conld I not do as a man ongbtj 
Such wind in my belly welleth ere I dm& 
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I hftTe a nei^bor nigh me, I haTe Mutojed 

Blamed him behind his back, to bring him 

in diseiaoe, 
XnJDZed him bj m; power, pniuBbed him fnll 

oft, 
Belied him to lotda, to make him lots Bilrer, 
Turned hii frienda to foei, with 1117 falw 

tongue; 
Hit giace and hia good look grieve me full 

Between him and hia hooaebold I hare 
made wnth; &> 

BoU) hia life and liis limb weie lost through 
my tongue. 

When I met in the market him I most hate, 

I hailed bim aa oourteonsly aa if I were hia 

He ia doughtier than X, 1 daie do him no 

Bat had I maatery and mi^t, I had mni^ 
dered bim for ever I 

When I oome to the ohnreh, and koMl bo- 
fore the rood. 

And ahoald pray for the people, aa the 
prieat teaohethna. 

Then I cry upon my kneea that Chriat pre 

That have borne away my bowl and my 
broad aheet. 
From the altai I tnm mine eye and be- 
hold «o 

How Henry hath a new ooat, and hia wife 
another; 

Then I wi^ it were mine, and all the web 

At hia losing I laogh, in my heart I like 

it; 
But at bu winning I weep, and bewiul the 

occasion. 
I deem that men do ill, yet I do mnoh 

Fot I wonld thai BTery wight in this world 

were my aerranl^ 
AiJ whoBo hath more titan I, maketk my 
heait angry. 
Tbna I lire loTeleu, like an iU-tempered 

That all my breaat iwelletii with tim bit- 

terneea of my gall; 
No sugar is aweet enon^ to aasnage it at 

all, ■« 

Nor no remedy drive it from my heart; 

II shrift then abonld aweep it out, a great 

wonder it were." 



"Tea, mrely," qooth Repentanoe, and ad- 

Tiaed him to ^:ood, 
"Sorrow for their Bma aareth full many." 
" I am aorry," qooth Envy, " I am seldom 

And that maketh me eo mad, for I may not 

avenge me." 
^^^ Then came Cowtouaneae, I 

eoold not describe him. 

So hungry and ao hollow Sir Harvey looked. 
He was beetle-browed with two bleared 

And like a leathern parse flapped hia cbeeka; 
Ina torn tabard of twelve wintera'aee; itt 
Unless alonae could leap, I can not believe 
That ahe could wander on that walk, it was 

so threadbare. 
" I have been covetous," quoth this Cutift, 

" I admit it here; 
For aome time I served Sim at 'The Oak' 
And was his pledged apprentice, his profit 

to watch. 
Firat I learned to lie, in a lesaon or two. 
And wickedly to weigh waa my aeoond let- 
To Winchester and to Weyhill I went to 

the fair 
With many kinds of merohandise, as my 

master bode; i» 

Bat had not the grace of goile gone among 

It had been anaold these seven year, ao 

help me God I 
l^ken I betook me to the drspera, my 

grammar to learn. 
To draw the list' along, to make it aeem 

Among theae riob striped dotha learned I 

a lesson, 
Fieroed them with a paok-needle, and 

pleated them togeUier, 
Pot them in a piesa, and fastened them 

therein 
Till ten yarda or twelve were drawn out to 

tlurteen. 
And my wife at Weatminater, that 

woollen cloth made, 
Spake to the spinners to spin it soft. ij« 
llie pound that ahe weighed by, weighed a 

Than my balance did, when I weighed trae. 

I bought her bariey,-she brewedit to sell; 

Penny-ue and white perry, she poured it 

together, 

t Tbasdf* cd tlw olatb, '■ -— — "-^ 



,ab,GoOgIc 



WILUAM LANGLAND 



Foe bboren ud low folk, that work for 

theit liring. 
The bert in the bed-dumber k; bj the 

w«ll, 
Wboio buted thereof bon^t it evar kfter, 
A eallon f(» » gnat, God wot, no leu 



' But i Bweu now loothl; that »ooa will I 
quit, 
,Ai>d never wiokedl; weigb, nor falw trade 

Bat wend to Waliingham, and my wife 

abo, 
And praj the Rood of Bnunbolm to bring 

me out of debt" 
„ „,._ Now beKiDneth the Glattoa to go 
"""^ tStheahrift, 

And iranden ohnrahwardi, his shnf t to tell. 
Then Bet tiie bnwiter bade him good mor- 

And then ahe aaked him whither he wonld 

Ko- ■« 

" To boij ohnrah," Cjaoth he, " to hear masi, 
Slnoe I ihall be ihnTen, and ain no more." 
"I have good ale, gouip^" qooth ihe; 

"Glutton, what eay yoo?" 
•■ Haat aught in thy parse,'' qnotb he, " at^ 

hot spices ? " 
"Yea, Glatton, gowtp," qnoth ahe, "God 

wot, full good; 
I hare pepper and peoi^-aeeda, and a poond 

of garlick, 
A farthing worth of fennel-aeet^ for theae 

fastiue dayi." 
Ilien goeth Glutton in, and great oatha 

CiH the ■lioemakeT'i wife aat on the beneh, 
Wat the ward of the warren, and hii wife 

both, 
Tomkin the tinker and twain of his aerv- 

Hick the hacknej'niBn, and Hogg the 

needle leller, 
Clarice of Cook'a-Lane, and the clerk of the 

charoli, 
ffir Piers of Frie-Dien, and Femel of Flan- 

Bawe the ditcher, and a doien others. 

A fiddler, a iBt^tcher, a soaTenger of 

Cheapside, 
A lope-iuaker, a riding-bi^, and Bom the 

diib-maker. 



Godfrev of Oarlifkahire, and Griffin tiw 



And of tradeunen a band, early m the 

morning 
Stand Glatton, with good-will, a treat in 

Then Clement Uia oobbler oaat oft his 

And at " the new fair " made cdter to bar> 

teiit; 
And Hick the oetler finng his hood after. 
And bade Bett the botdier act on bia b»> 

half, 
inien were ehapmen ohoaen, the articles to 

Tslne; 
Whoao had the hood ahonld have aomethinff 

to boot. 
Thej rose np rajddly, and whispered U>- 

And appraised the pemiT-wortlis, and parted 
them by themselTei; 



They could not, in a 

rether, 
Till Bobin the rope-maker was chosen to 

arise, ito 

And named for an nmpire, to avoid all d^ 

bate. 
Fta be slurald appraise the pennyworttM^ 

as seemed good to him. 
Then Hick the ostler had the cloak. 
On condition that Clemeat should have hii 

cup filled. 
And have Hick the ostier'a hood, and bold 

him vrell lerved; 
And he that first repented should straight 

arise 
And greet Sir Glnttmi with a gallon of 

ale. 
There was laughing and ebeating^ and 

" Let go the onp I " 
Bargains and beverages began to arise, 
And they sat bo tiU evensong, and sang 

some while, igo 

Till Glutton had gulped down a gallon aad 

a gill. 

He had no rtrengUi to atand, till he bis staff 



Like a man laying linen to catch birds wiHh 
tAMirtat! BlMryitf/ O l a ttr yi ig , 



.dbyCoogle 



PIERS THE PLOUGHMAN 



Wben he drew to tits door, then his eyes 

grew dim, no 

He stnmbled at the threahold, and threw to 

the gTODod. 
Clement the cobbler cKiight Glnttou by the 

middle, 
And to lift him np he laid him od hit knees; 
And Glutton ««e a great ohnrl, and grim 

in the lifting, 
And eonghed ap a candle in Clement'i lap, 
That the hungnest honnd In Hertfordahire 
Oarat not lap that loathiomeneM, bo iin< 

lovely it nuaeketh; 
80 that, with all the woe in the world, hia 

wife and his waneh 
Bote him home to his bed, and brought him 

therein. 
And after all this nrfeiti a sickness he 

bad, 
That be slept Saturday and Sunday, till ann 
\ went to rest. 

Tlien he waked from his winking, and 

wiped his eyes; 
The first word that fae spake was, " Where 

ia the oup ? " 
His wife wamea him tiien, of wiokedneu 

Then was he ashamed, that wretch, and 

scratched bis ears. 
And 'gan to cry grieTonsly, and great dole 

to make 
For bis wicked life, that he had lived. 
^ "For hunger or for thirst, I make mj TOW) 
Shall DBTerflsh on Friday digest in my maw. 
Till Abstinenee, my aimt, baTe given me 

leave ; im 

And yet I have bated her all my life-time." 
-^ Sloth for sonow fell down swoon- 
^^ ing, 

TDl VtgOaU, the wKtcber, fetched water to 

bis eyes, 
Lrt it flow on his face, and fast to him 

And laii, "Beware of despair, that will 

thee betray. 
' I am sorry for my sins,' say to thyself. 
And heat thyielf on tbe breast, uid pray 

God for grace, 
For there is no guilt so great that Ss mercy 

is not more." 
Then Sloth sat np and sighed sore, 
And made a tow before (m, for his f onl 

sloth, Ifa 

"There shall be no Sunday this seTflD yeu 
(save iickneii It eaoie) 



That I shall not bring myself ere day to 

the dear church, 
Axtd hear matins and mass, as I a monk 

No ale after meat shall withhold me tbenoe. 
Till I have heard evensong, I promise by 

,' .the rood. 
AnQ'^t I shall yield again— if I have so \ 

much — 
All that I wickedly won, since I bad wit. 
And though I laok a livelihood I will not 

Till each man shall have bis own, ere I 

hence wend; 
And with the reradne ftnd the remnant, t^ 

the rood of Chester, 140 

I shall seek Saint Tmth, ere I see Bomel " 

Bobert the robber, on Saldiu ' he looked, 

And hecaase there was not wherewith, he 

wept full sore. 
But yet the sinful wretch said to himself; 
*■ Christ, that upon Calvary cm the cross 

died'st. 
Though Dismas * my brother besonght graee 

of thee. 
And thou hadst meroy on that man for m^ 

menlo*uka, 
Thy will be done upon me, as I hare well 1 

deserved \ 

To have hell for ever if no hope there were. 
So me on me, Bobert, that 00 eounsel 

have, tia 

Nor ever ween to win by any oraft that I 

But, for thy much many, mitigation I be* 

Damn me not on Doomsday beoanse I did 

so ill." 
But what befell this felon, I eannat well 

But w^ I know he wept bard, water with 

his eyes. 
And acknowledged his guilt toChrist agun 



That tbe pikestaff of Penitenee be should 

poush anew, 
And leap with it o'er the land, all his life- 
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Foibe hath laia b; Latro,^ Laofei'B brather. 

A. tfaouMitd of men then thnmg togetber, 

Weeping muI muling for theit wicked 

£eda, a6i 

Crjing np to Cbriit, and to His elean Mother, 
To pn gno* to seek Saint Trath. God 

grant the j >o might I 

PASSUS VI 
Now ride these folk, and walk on foot 
To seek that wunt in struige lands. 
Bat there were few men lo wise that knew 

the waj thither, 
Bnt thej bnstled forth like beasts, over 



^ova and hilla. 
For while tbej went aftot their o 



1 will, 



thej went all , 

Till it was late and long, when thej a man 

Apparelled aa a palmer, in pilgrim's weeds. 
Ha bore a staS bound tonnd with « broad 

liat» 
lii woodbine mse twisted anrand. 
A bag and a bowl be bore by hia ude| » 
A hundred yials on his bat were set, 
Signs of Sinai and shells of Oalioia; 
Many a cross on bis cloak, and the keys of 

And the vemiole in front, that men should 

him know, 
And see by his signs whom he had sought.* 
These folk asked him fairly from whence 

"From Sinai, 

From 

In India and . 

places. 
Te may see by my signs that ut on my 

hat K> 

That I bave walked fnll wide, m wet and 

And sought good saints for my soul's 

health.'^ 
"Enowest tboa a holy one men call 

Saint Truth ? 
Canst thou show us the way to where be 

dweUeth?" 

1 Tha word nod In Late of th> smoUM thitn*. 

1 Bd^e ol cloth. 

■ Thfl TetBTnatM hfln Bn to tbs badgAi ibowlng tha 
■hrlnc* a pllffrlm bad Tfaltod : th« vlb] dt HnvpaUH for 
Tbomu of CuitarbnTT; U» lOjlop ibsll Cor Bt. Jwatm 
at CompoaUlla In OitlcU ; tli* crow for FKlHtlna i tb* 
krn uid tba hATtdksroblsE ot Bt. Tenmici toi Boma. 
» Uul " nfui to Uh ihriiM «1 Bt. OaUwrin* tliar^ 



he said, "and from the 
Sepulchre; 
" lUdehem and Babylon, I bare been 



Q Aasisi, and in many other 



"Nay, H Ood gladden me," said tba 
man then, 
"Saw I nefoF palmer, with pikestaff noz 



"Fetert" qooth a Plowman, utd put 

forth Ins head, 
" I know him as natnrally as a scholar AoOi 

his books; 
Clean Consoienoa and Wit showed me to 

his place, so 

And pledged me then to serve him for ever. 
Both in sowing and in setting, wlule I work 

might, 
I hare been his fellow these fifteen winters; 
Hare both sowed his seed and tended hia 

beasts. 
And also oared for his com and carried it 

to house, 
IHtched and delved, and done what he o^ 

Witliin and wiUurat watched his interests; 
Among these people is no laborer whom he 

loves more. 
For though I say it myself, my serriea him 

pleases. 
I baTO my hire of him well, and sometimea 

more; ^ 

He is Uie promptest payer that poor men 

He withholds from no kind his hire that be 

hath it not at even. 
He is aa lowly as a lamb, lovely of speech; 
And if ye wiU wit where he dwelleth 
I vrill show yon the way home to his place." 
"Tea, dear Pieta," said these palmers, | 

and proffered him bire. | 

"Naj, by the peril ol my aonl," qnoth 

E^rs, and began to swear, \ 

"I would not finger a farthing, for St. I 

Thomas's shrine 1 I 



Bat, ye that wend to him, this is the Waj 
thither; js 

Ye must go throngfa Meekness, both man 

" "■ ■ and wifd. 

Till ye oome to Conscience, that Christ 
may know tEe truth 

That ye love him deaior than the life in 
yoni hearts, 

And then your neighbors next in no win 

Otherwise than thou wonldest that nw 
sboold do to thee. 
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So bend ^onr way by ft biook, Be-obedi- 
ent-iit4peeoD, 
Forth till jefiafa ford Epno>xoaT-fatlien; 
Wade in that water, waab jonnelvea well 

And je thtJl leap the ligbtlier all jow Ufe- 

So<m shalt thon then eee Sweai-not-bnt- 

tboa-have-uMd — «« 

And-apecitdlj-not- in-Taiu - take- tbe-uame- 
^ Df-God-Alniigfaty. 
Theu niu je come by » otoft, bat go je 

not tberein, 
The eiott called Coret-Dot^nen'a-oattle- 

noi-their-wiTea- 
Ilor-uooe-of- tbeir-servanta-tbat-tbef - 

migbt-be-burt; 
See tboD break no Ixnigh there, nnleu it 

be thine own. 
Two ttoek« there itand, bnt itaj thon not 

Tlwy aM called Slay-not, Nor«teal-aot; 

strike fortli by them both; 
LesTtt them od thy left hand, look thoa not 

after them, 
And bold well thy ho]j;-day erer till eTen. 
Timx ahalt thon turn aside at a brook, Bear- 

no-false-witiisu, to 

It is furnished within with florins,aJid with 

mapy oaths: 
See tbon ploek 

thysonL 
Then shalt thou see Say-aooth, lo-itMS-to- 

be-done- 
And-look-that-thoo-lie-Dot - f or-ony-man't - 

bidding. 
Then shall thoa ocmw to ft conrt, clear 

as the sou, 
Themoat is of MeTcy,snrron ndingthe manor, 
And all the walls are of Wit to hold Will 

ontside ; 
The battlements are of Christoiidom, man- 
kind to save. 
Buttressed i with Uie Belief wherethrough 

we must be saved. 
All the houses are roofed) hall and ohaio- 

bers. So 

With no lead but LoT»«*-bretbreu-of-on»- 

mother. 
The tower wherein is IVnth is set abore 

the Km, 
He may do wUh Om daystar whatever he 

pleaseth. 



a plant there, fen peril of 



Death dare not do anytiiing that he fo^ 
biddeth. 

Grace is called the gate-goard, a good man 
intrath, 

His man i« called Amend-thon, for manj 
men know him; 

Tell him this aa a token, for troth knows 
the sooth: 

' I performed the penance that the priest en- 
joined me; 

I am sorry for my sins, and bo shall I ever 
be 

When I think thereon, thongb I were » 
pope.' 90 

Bid Amend-thon humble himself to his mas- 
ter once. 

To lift up the wicket gate that the way 

When Adam and Eve ate their bane ; ■ 
For he hath the key of the catch, though 
the king sleep. 
And if Grace thee giant to go in in this 

Thoa Shalt see Truth himself sit in thy 

Then look that thou lore Him well, and 

His law hold; 
Bnt be well aware of Wrath, that irieked 

For be hath envy of ^m that in thin* 

heart dtteth. 
And patteth forth Pride to praise thy- 

BoldneM in thy good deeds blindeth thine 



Haply a hundred year ere thoa agun en- 

Thos mayst thou lose His love by thinfcing 

well of thyself, 
Bnt get it again by Gzaoe and by no gift 

And there are aevon nsters that serve 

Truth ever. 
And are porters at pasterns that to Om 

{daoe belong. 
The fint is called Abstineaoe, and Humili^ 

thessoood, 
Charity and Chutity are two full cbcnes . 



^tienoe and Feaoe many people help, 

■ B^vlWiiBrBMd. 



.dbyCoogle 



WILLIAM LANGLAND 



•, so help me 
GodI 
Ii wonderfoUy weloome uid furlj ze- 

And, but je be nbto Mme of tbeM aeven, 
It is fall hkrd, bj ID J heul, any of yon kU 
To get entrmnee at that gUa nnlow greater 

be the moe." 
« By CbrUt," qnoth a out-pnna, " I hare 

DO kin there I " 
" Not I," qnotfa an ape-wiideD, " for aogbt 

that I knowt" 
*'Certain," quoth a wafeneller, "knew I 

thia for truth, .u 

II should go DO foot further, for any friai'a 
pnaehing." 
"Yes," qooth Pieia the Plomnan, and 
preaobed for their good, 
*Men)y it a nudden there and hath Diight 

overall; 
She IB lib to all linfnl men and hereon also; 
And throDgh the help of these two (no 

other hope have thou,) 
Thau mightest get graoe there, so thou go 
betimes.'' 

PASSUS VII 

" This would be a wicked way, nnlest one 



n each step, that there 



agoide 
Who might follow 

Quoth Perkin the plowmao, " By Peter the 

apoatle, 
I h&Te a half-acre to plow, by the high- 

way; 
Were it well plowed, then with yoa would 

And show yon the right way, till ye found 

truth." 
"That would be a long delay," qnoth a 

lady in a rail; 
"What ahall we women wod at the whilB? " 
" Some shall sew saoke. that the wheat siall 

Aod ye vrives that bare wool, voric mi it 

Spm it speedily, sMwe not yooi flogen, ' 
Unleu it be a bol^ day, or else a holy eve. 
Look oat yonr Iuud, and lab(« thereon 

fast; 
The needy and the naked, take heed how 

they l[a. 
And east on them clothes against the sold, 

for so Tntth willeth; 



For I shall grant tbem livelihood, milcH 

tiia land fail. 
As lone as I lire, for our Lord at Heaven's 

And ye, loTelj ladies, with your long fin- 
That iMve silk and sendal,' sew when yon 
Chasubles for chaplains, and churches to 

And all manner of men that by meat lira 
Help him to work well that your food win- 

« By Christ," quoth a knight then, " thoa 
knoweat ns best 1 
Save one time tmly, thus taught was I 

But teoeh me," qnoth the kn!ght; "if I can 

I will help thee to labor while my life 

lastetfa." 
"By Saint Peter," qnoth Piers, "nnoa 

tboa proSerest so humbly 
I shall work and sweat and sow for as both, 
And also labor for thy lore all my lifetime, 
On condition that thon keep Holy Church 

and myself w 

From wasters and wicked men that wonld 

ns destroy. 
And go tluni and hnnt hardily hares and 



For they come into my croft and orop my 

wheat." 
Full ootnteonsly the knight oonceiTed 

these words; 
"By my power, Piers, I plight thee mj 

troth, 
To folflll the bargun, while I may stand I " 
" But yet one point," qnoth Piers, " I shall \ 

pray thee no more; 
Look thon trouble no tenant, nnlcM Trat^ 

will assent: 40 

And if poor men proffer yon presents or 

Take u»m not; peradTentnre yon may 

Qiam not daserre ; 
For thoa shalt give them beck again at one ] 

year's end, 
In a pUoe of sore peril that pnigatory is 

called. ' 

And beat tbon not thy bondman, the bettet 

then shalt speed. 
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(And b« tfajaelf trae of tonzne, and lying 

tales hate;) 
Unleu it be wisdom or wit thy workmen to 

chastise. 
Berel not with libalds, hear not tlieiT 

And especially at meat ancb men eKhew, 

For tbey are the devil's Tale-Tellers, I let 

thee underBtand." jo 

" I assent, by Saiat James," said the knight 

" To work by thy word, while my lifa en- 

dnreth." 
"And I ahall apparel me," qnqtii Perkin,^ 

"in pilgrim's wise, 

andwi" 

Truth 

He cast on his clothes, clonted and mended, 
Bis garters and his ciiffi, to keep his nails 

from cold; 
Be hong a basket on his back, in stead of 

A bushel of bread-corn be bringetb therein: 

"For I will BOW it myself, aid then with 
you wend. 

For whoso helpeth me to plow, or do any 
sort of labor, 6d 

E« ahall have, by our Lor<], the more hire 
in harvest, 

And iball make merry with the com, wbo> 
ever begrndgeth. 

And all kinds of craftsmen that can live 
with Truth, 

I shall find them their food, it they faith- 
fully live, 

SaTe Jack the jnggler, and Janet of the 

And Robert the ribald, for his filthy words. 
Tmth taught it me once, and bade me tall 

it further, 
DeUatUttr de libro^ I sbonld not deal with 

Eoly Chnrch is bound from them no tithe 
to take; 
Et earn jiuti* non leribantur ' 
They ha.vB escaped by e^ood Inok;* may 
God ameiid tbein I" to 

IJtime Work-when-there-is-tjme is the 
name of Hers's wife; 
His d aughter is csUed Do-right-So-OTi-tby- 
~ mothcr-will-beat-thee; 
1 "tat thambaitriBkeiioiUliaB tb* book [ot tb* 
IMhI," FkObu. lili. 2S, 
i^And lat tb«B not ba wrWoi tritb tb* Joit." 



HisBOD is called SuffeMbx-soycrfigns^to- 

ha ve- their- wilt- 
And-j n dge-the m - not, • f or-if-thon-do-tbon- 



B&Jt-deatly-poy-for-it. 
-" God be wiUi al" ' 
teachetb; 



May God be with all, for so his word 

teachetb; 
For now I am old and gray, and have of . 

my own, 
Tu penance and to pilgrimage I will pass | 

with these others. 
Therefore I will, ere I wend, write my 

testament. 
In Dei nomine, amen. I make it myself. 
Be shall have my soul that best hath de- 
served it, to 
And defend it from the fiend, for bo Ibetieve, 
Till I oome to my account, as my creed me 

telleth. 
To have release and remission on that 

rental I expect. 
The church shall have my corpse, and keep I 

my bones; | 

For of my oom and capital she oravetb the ' 

tenth. \ 

I paid her promptly, to save my sool from 

She is bound, I hope, to bear me in mind. 
And remember me in her memory among 

all Christians. 
My wife shall have what I won with 

truth, and no more. 
And divide with my friends and my dear 

children; go 

For though I die this day my debts are 

cleared; 
I bate home what I borrowed ere I to bed 

And with the residue and the remnant, by 

the rood of Chester 1 
I will worship therewith Tmth in my life. 
And be bis pilerim at the plow, for poor 

My ptongb-foot ' shall be my {okestaff and 

SDsh at the roots, 
p my coulter to carre and close the 
furrows." 
Now have Piers and the pilgrims to the 
plow gone. 
To plow this half-oere help him full mony. 
Ditchers and del vera dug up the riders;" ico 
Therewith was Perkin pleased, and praised 
them gladly. 

K-fott^ plough-loot 
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Othet woikman tbei« were ibai wrought 

f nil mtoT, 
£mIi nun in bis nuuuier nude himself 

And aum, to pleaaa Ferkin, piokad np the 

weeda. 
At high prime * Ferkin let the ploogh 

While he himielf Ofotaaw who had heat 

wrought; 
He should ba hired thereafter, when har- 

Test-time came. 
Then sat some, and san^ at the ale, 
And helped bim to plow with " Hey, troll;- 

lolly ! " 
" Now, hj the Prince of Paradise,'' quoth 

Fi«n than in wrath, no 

"Unless je rise the aooner and baste je to 

Shall no grain that here groweth gladden 

jon at need. 
And though je die foi lack of it, the detil 

take him that carea t " 
Then were the rogues afraid and feigned 

themselves bOnd. 
Some kid their legs across US suoh sconn- 

And complained to Piers, with such piteons 

"Fof we haTS no limbs to labor with, our 

Lord we thank for it; 
Bnt we pray for yon, Piers, and for jonr 

plow too. 
That God of his grace onr grain multiply, 
And reward yon tor your turns that ye gtTe 

as here I i>d 

For we may neither work nor sweat, such 

sieknesB na aileth." 
" If it be truth that ye say," quoth Piers, 

" soon I shall spy it 1 
Te be wasters, I wot, and Trnth knows the 

sooth I 
I am hisoldserTant,audon^ht bim to warn 
What wasters in the world bis workmen 

destroy. 
Ye est what they should eat that plough 

for us all; 
Bnt Truth shall teach yon his team to drive. 
Both to sow and to set, and save his pro- 
Scare crows from his com, and keep his 

Or ye shall eat barley bread, and of the 
brook drink. iy> 



'idden lie. 
They shall have as good aa I, so help me 

Till God of his moe cause them to arise. 
Anchorites ai^ hermits that keep to their ' 

cells 
Shall liaTS of my alms, all the while I live. 
Enough each day at noon, bnt no more till 

tomorrow. 
Lest the fiend and their flesh sbonld defile 

their souls; 
Once at noon is enoogh for him that no 

work doetb, 
He abides in better state that tastes not too 

Then waaten arose, and would have 

fought; 140 

To Piera the Plowman one proffered hit 

glove, 
A Breton, a braggart, boAsted himself also. 
And bade him go bauff with his plow, bald- 
headed wretch 1 
" For we will have of thy flour, willy nillj. 
And take of thy meat when that us pleaseth. 
And make ns merry therewith, spite of tby 

Then Piers Plowman complained to the 

To gnivd him as agreed from enised 

wretches, 
From wasters that lie in wait winners to 

Courteously the knight, aa his natnra 

vras, ISO 

Warned wasters and taught them to do 

"Of ye shall pay dearly by the law, by the 

order that I bear!'' 
" I was not wont to work," quoth the warter, 

" I will not begin nowl " 
And recked little of the law, and less of 

the kni^t. 
And counted Piera worth a pea, and his 

plow too. 
And menaced him and his men, when they 

should next meet. 
" Now by the peril of my soul," quoth Piers 

tlio Plowman, 
"I shall pnnish yon all for yonr proud 

And whooped after Hunger then, thatbeaid 
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Hunger in haat« Mixed wMter b; tbe maw, 
Aud wrung him so bj tha bellj tlwt both 

bis ejee waMrsd, 
And buffeted tbe Bietou on both hit 

cheeks; 
He looked like a luitem all hia life after. 
He ao beat the bojs he uigli burst their 

Had not Piers with a peaao-loai prajed him 

And with a bSig * of beans beat them both, 
And hit Hunger therewith between his Itpa, 
And he b]ed utwaida a bowlful of e^^el i 
Hud not tbe phjsicisn firit forbidden him 
water 17a 

To moisteo the barle j-bread and the gromtd 

The; had been dead bj tlua da;, and buried 
all want). 



lat Hunger ' 
to h>ok n| 



IS not baid; enough even 



For a pottnl of peaie that Piers bad made. 

A baed of hermit* seized hold of spades. 

And delved in dirt and dnng to drive Hmt- 



indo 



Blind and bedridden were cured a tbon- 
saiid. 
That lie as blind and as broken-legged ito 
Upon a warm Smidaj by the highway; 
Hunger killed them with a hot cake. 
Lame men's limbs were rendered lithe that 

And the; became herds, to keep Pim'a 

And prayed, for charity, with Hen to 

All for craving of his com, to cast ont 

Hunger. 
Piers was proud thereof, and pot them in 

office. 
And gHTe them meat and money, as they 

mi^t deserve. 
Then had Piers pity,and prajed Hanger to 

H<mie to hia own hearth,^ and hold himself 

there forever. t^ 

"And jet I pray thee," qnoth Hers, " ere 

dtou pass hence, 
Wi& v^abonds and beggan what is best 

to do? 
J wot well, when thou art gone, they will 

work full iU; 
lAhA 'AAMnlcnrthiBtrdt/O*!!*. 



It is misfortune maketh them to be now so 



And thej are my blood brethren, for God 

bought us all. 
Truth taught me once to love them eack 

And help them in all things, according as 

tbey need. 
Yet would I know if thou kneweit what 

were the best. 
And how I might master them, and make 

them work." lu 

" Hear now," quoth Hunger, "and hold it 

for wisdom. 
Bold beggars and rascals that may earn 

their meal by work, 
With hound-bread and horse-bread hold up 

their hearts. 
And cheat them with bones ' against swell- 
ing of their bellies; 
And if the fellows grumble, bid them go 

And they shall sop tbe sweeter when they 

have it deserved. 
And if thou find any feUow that fortune 

hath harmed 
With fire or with &l8e folk, try such to 

Comfort them with thy means, for Christ 

of heaven's love. 
Love them and lend to them, so the law of 

nature wills. na 

And all manner of men, that then mnyest 

apT, 

With meat or with money make them fare 

the better. 
With word or with work while thou art 

Make friends with such, for so Saint Mat- 
thew teaoheth, 

FaeilevobU amicos de mammonamiquiialis." * 

"I would not grieve God," qnoth Piers, 
*■ for all the gold on ground ; 

M^kt I do as thon sayest withont sin ? " 
said Hers then. 

"Tea,! promise thee," qnoth Hunger, "or 
else the Bible lieth; 

Go to Genesis the giant, the engenderer of 

■ A bammt hem 1SU1 ioiw ; B abalt Urn with itnu ; 
C o-bonr firm vHiA bena. 
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'In swMt and iwink thoa iludt 

meat,' 
Aoa labor for thy livehliood,' far w our 

lotdordand. 
And 8aia«DM aaid the wune, I saw it in tlie 
Bible. 

trfirigtu? no fi«Id lie till, 
« and beg, and do man abate 
bia hunger.' 
Mattbew of the man's face * nttereth 
tbeie wordi, 
'The unprofitable nirant had a talent, and 

becaiue be would not use it 

Be had ill'will of bii master eTermoie 

after'; 

Au/erte ab Ulo tmom, tt dale Hit, etc.,* 

He took from him his talent, for be would 

not work, 
And gave it in haete to him that had ten 

And afterwards be tboM aaid, bis servants 

it beard, i|o 

*He that hatb shall bave, to help where 

And be that hatb not, nongbt shall have, nor 

no man help him; 
And he that bopeth to have, from him it 

■hall be taken away.' 
For Common Sen»e would that each man 

should work, 
Sj teaching or bj tillage, or trafailing with 

Active life or contemplatiTa; Christ wonld 
so also. 

For so saith the Pialter, in the psalm be- 
ginning, 'Blessed ia everjone,' 
L(^>orei manum fuaruni quia manducahi*, 

Tobim thatgets big food here, with travail- 
ing in truth, 

God gives his blesung, for his liveUhood 
that taboretb." 

"Tet I pra; thee,"qnotb Piers, "for ohar- 
ity, if thou knowest t^a 

Anj leaf of leechcraft, let me learn it, Joj 

For some of m j Hrvants are sick at times, 



■ The ilotbful itwU not plow b; rauoD ot tha wtntn, 

* '* \a ^Liulop to jh Dommon rspreAflutfttloD lA Um 

liati nhlcb Ukwi UsCChew to > man, Ustk to 

Lnka \o t. Ml, ud John to kn tiagle." OaU,. 

k« je nwxT ths talant from him, ud gin to bim, 

aUA*tc, >IT, 2S. 

r Cbou ibalt Mt tlw labor of thioa luildB, PnJrai, 






Work not for a week, ao acbeth tbeir belly." 
"I wot well," qaoth Hunger, "what ■iek* 

neu aileth them; 
Thej have eaten in excels, that makelb 

them groan oft. 
But I oomuiand thee," qootb Honger, " if 

health thoa desirest. 
That on no daj tbou drink till thoa hast 

had some dinner; 
Eat not, I command thee, till Hunger take 

thee 
And send tiiee some of bis sauce, the better 

to savor; 
Keep some UU sapper-time, and sit not too 

long, ISO 

Arise op ere appetite have eaten bis filL 
Let not Sir Surfeit sit at th; board; 
Love him not, for he is a lecber, and lewd 

of tongne. 
And after manv meats his maw is a^longing. 
And if thon diet thyself thus, I dare bet 

both miue eats 
That Phvsio shall bis furred hood for his 

food sell. 
And eke bis Calabrian* cloak witb battool 

of gold, 
And be fain, bj mj faith, bis physio to 

And learn to labor on ttte land, lest liTeli- 

hood fail. 
There are more liars than leeches, our Ijord 

them amend 1 i6a 

They do men to death by their drink, era 

destinv would." 
" By Saint Fanl," quoth Kers, " these bo 

profitable words I 
This is a lovely less<m; onr Lord reward 

thee for it I 
Away now when thon irilt; be it well with 



eri" 



" I promise tbee," quoth Hunger, " benoe 

will I not wend 
Era I have dined this day, and drunk too." 
" I have no penny," qnotb Piers, " pullets to 

Neither geese nor pigs, but two green* 

And a little enrds and cream, and un- 
leavened cake. 

And aloaf of beans uid bran, baked for my 
children. 17a 

And I say, bj my sonl, I hare no salt bacon, 

Kor any oook-boys, by Christ, oollops to 

■ TAuDwd irKli gaj Oalabrian tsr. ' Fnab msds. 
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But I have otiioiu and pusle;, and mauj 

And eke a cow and a ealf, and a oaFt-maTS 
To draw a-fleld mj dung, while the drought 

lasteth. 
fiy these means moat I live till TJ^^^n^^n|^ 

Bj that time I hope to hare harrest in wj 

Tbm inaj I lovpare thee dinner as thoa 

dear]; likest it" 
All tlie poor people pease-ooda fetched, 
Beans hiked into bread they bronght in 
their laps, iga 

little onions their chief meat, and ripe 
I cherries many, 

f And proffered Piers this preaent, to please 
I his hiuger with. 

Hunger ate this iu haate, and aaked after 

Then these folk for fear fetched him many 
Onions and pease, for tbe j him would please ; 
Alter these were eal«D, he mnst take bis 

Till it was near to harvest, when new com 

came to market. 
Then were these folk tain, and fed 

Hunger eagerly 
With good ale Hid gluttony, and oansed 

nim to sleep. 
And then would not tbe waster work, but 

wandered about, iqo 

Kor any beggar eat bread that had beans 

But oocket and elearmatin,' and of dean 

Nor any halfpenny ale in any wiae drink, 
Butof the best and the brownest that brew- 
ers sell, 
laborers that have no land to live by, 

bnt only their hands. 
Deign not to diue today on yesterday's 

vegetables. 
Ko peoDyi-^e may please tbem, dot a piece 

of bacon, 
Unless it were fresh flesh, or else fried fish, 
Hot and very hot, lest they chill tbeir 

atomachs. 
Unless he be hired at a high price, he will 

sorely chide, joa 

Call enrses on the time that be was made 

a workman, 
AnH cnrse the king hard, and all his council 

after 

1 Slnda of Hub IsMd. 
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For enforcing snch laws i 

Bnt while Hunger was master here there 
would none cbide 
Nor atrive against tbe statutes, so stem 
they looked. 
I warn yon all, workmen, win while ye 

Hanger hUherward again hietb him in haste. 
He will awake vrith high-waters' the 

wasters all; 
£re Bve years are fulfilled, such famine ahall 

Through floods and foul weather fruits shall 

fail; ),a 

And so saith Saturn, and sendetb us warning. 

PASSUS vni 
Truth heard tell hereof, and to Pieni tent 
To take hii team, and till tbe earth; 
And purchased him B pardon a poena et a 

For him and for his heirs, for evermore 

after. 
And bade him stay at home, and plow bis 

And all that ever helped him, to plow or to 

Or any kind of task that might Piers help, 

Fart in that paidoo the Pope bath granted. 

Kings and knights that guard Holy 

Chuich, 
And rightfully rule the realm and tbe 

people, ■» 

Have pardon through Purgatory to pass 

full soon, 
With patriarchs in Paradise to play thero- 

Biihops that bless, and both the lawi* 

Look on tbe one law and teach men the 

And bear them both on their backs, as theit 

banner eboweth, 
And preach to their parsons the peril of sb, 
How their scabbed sheep shall their wool 

Have pardon with the Apostles when they 

pass benoe, 
And at tbe Day of Doom with tbem on dais 

sit 
Uerobants, in tbe margin, bed many 

years' remission, » 
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Bat not a poena et a culpa wonld the Pope 

them gruit. 
BecftUM tbej hold not their holj-dAj as 

Holj Charoh teuhath, 
And bMuiM the; ■« ore bj tbeit unls — 

•■ whelp thetn God 1" — 
Agmiuft their «l«ui ooDMneaoe, thair gooda 

IohIL 
But under hia woret aeal Tmth lent a 

latter. 
And bade them hnj boldir what they liked 

belt, 
And then lell it again, and utc the win- 
ning, 
And make mauon-dieux ' therewith, the uok 

And wicked eostoma Tigomnulf amend; 
Bnild again bridge! that broken were, jo 
Help to maiTf maidena or make them nnoi ; 
Poor widowa that wonld not be wives again. 
Find Buoh their food, for lore of Ood of 

Let seholua to tehool, or to some other 

oiaft, 
Aaeist> religion, and endow it better; 
** And I ihaU send yon mjaelf Saint MLohael, 

taj angel, 
That no devil iball harm jon, when yon aball 

And binder me from wndinff four aonls safe 

into heaven. 
And before the face of my father prepare 

yoar Mata. 
Danrj and avarice and oaths I forbid, 40 
That no guile go with yon, bnt the grace of 

truth." 
Then were merofaaDts merry, they wept 

And give Will fin hia writing woolen 

clothes; 
BeoansD he oofHod thus their olame, they 

Uenol 

To plead for n 

money; 

80 laith the Faalter and Sapience also. 
Super innoeenUi ttumtra non accipiuat. 

rtgibui et prindpibut erd meri 



Bhonld they ti 

I BswiUte. ■ h. Butt; B C Stlem. 

• Fiahnt, IV, 9, 
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1 men, unless they get 



Bnt he that spendeth his speech, and 

■peaketh for the poor man, js 

Who is innocent and needy, and no man 

hath harmed, 
That eomfurteth him in misfortune, covet- 

eth not hii goodi, 
Bnt, for our Lord's love, law for him 

showeth, 
No devil, at his deathnlay, ahall harm him 

That he be not leanre and safe; and SO 
saith the Psalter. 
QuiJaeU kaec, non moetbitw in eCemtaa.* 
Bnt to buy water, or wind, or wit (the third 

Holy Writ would never grant, God knowa 

thatmthi 
These three as thralls have grown among 

To wax or to wane, whichever God liketh. . 
His [wrdDD in purgatoi; is petty, I trow, «o \ 
Who any pay from poor men for pleading 
reeeiveth. ' 

Ye lawmakers and lawyen, ye know 
whether I lie; 
Since Tfl see that it is so, serve at your besL 
Living laborers, that live by their hand . . 
' five and truly pay their tithes I 
love and in law for their lowlj 

abeolntion that sent waa to ' 



That trulf give and tmly pay their tithes 
And live in love and in law 10 

Had the same 

Ren. 

Askera and beggars are not in the ball, 
Unless the sugvestioD be sonnd that caosea 

them to oeg. 
For be that be«^th or aaketb, nuless he 

have need, 70 

He ia folse as the fiend, and defrandeth tha 

needy, 
And also beguikth the giver, all agiunst bis 

wiU. 
They live not in love, nor any law keep; 
They wed no women that they have to di> 

with; 
But as wild beasts wickedly work together, 
And bring forth baims that bastarda are 

held. 
Either their backs or their bones thej 

break in their yontb. 
And go begging with their children eve^ 

There are more miashapen among theni| 
whoso takes heed. 



B tfait doaththm thlsfi ■! 
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